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Malcolm Campbell’s Attempt on the
World Land Speed Records in South Africa

1935. Reduced autographed menu from the banquet held at the Dorchester Hotel, London,
September 24th 1935, in honour of Sir Malcolm Campbell following his setting of a new World

Land Speed Record of 301.129 mph in Bluebird at the Bonneville Salt Flats, Utah, USA. He
broke two World Records at Verneukpan, SA, in 1929 but not the one he wanted most.
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Captain Malcolm Campbell
at Verneuk Pan 1929

See Sheet 4, 5 6 & 7

See Sheet 5 and 6



SIR MALCOLM CAMPBELL IN 1929
“A MAN OF COURAGE IN A CONTINUOUS QUEST FOR SPEED”



VERNEUK PAN, GREAT BUSHMAN LAND -
IN THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE

In 1929, Captain Campbell came to SA to attempt to break World Land Speed Record.
His attempt to set a new World Record in SA attracted international attention.

The site he chose was a remote dry lake in Great Bushmanland called Verneuk Pan.
He under-estimated the remoteness of Verneuk Pan and its lack of support infrastructure.

The SA Post Office opened a Temporary Verneuk Pan PO to support him and the media.







See Sheet 9 (Next)

See Sheet 10

See Sheet 12

See Sheet 14

See Sheet 14

See Sheet 15







BLUEBIRD



CAPTAIN MALCOLM CAMPBELL PREPARES TO LEAVE
WYNBERG AIRFIELD FOR VERNEUKPAN



THE CAMP AT VERNEUKPAN

Two photos showing the primitive conditions of the camp at Verneukpan. Light
aircraft provided the quickest way in and out. On arrival, Campbell learned that

it would take a further nine weeks to clear and level a speedway track

 Preparations for the attempt on the World Land Speed Records
 drew spectators from far and wide. Bluebird was a vision of the future.

The aircraft top is possibly Eric Penny’s Avro Avian. It is also possible that this
photo shows Penny and Campbell about to depart Verneuk Pan for Cape Town on

24th February. They would overnight in Clanwilliam.



This interesting and truly unique card was, according to Hasso Reisener,  ‘The
Special Commemorative Postmarks, Cachets & Covers of SA’, previously in the

possession of Ken Lydall of Johannesburg. (See Preface).





Mrs Alicia Wannerton exhibited at Vrypex 67 alongside Ken Lydall where they
both showed Verneukpan skeleton cancellers. (See Preface).







Sheet 22, 24 and 25

Sheet 23



THE VERNEUKPAN CANCELLED  CRASH MAIL

The reverse of Grey’s postcard to his son in Mowbray, Cape Town, sent on the 24th
and recovered from Penny’s crashed Avro Avian.

see next sheet page 21).



VERNEUK PAN SPECIAL AUTHORISED AIR MAIL FLIGHT
23RD FEBRUARY 1929

Crash mail from Clanwilliam believed to have been returned to Brandvlei
(Verneukpan HO) dated 25th February 1929 for forwarding to Cape Town by

road and train.



As stated, after inspecting Verneuk Pan on 23rd and 24th, Captain Campbell and
his pilot, Eric Penny, decided to return to Cape Town late in the afternoon of 24th.

The postmaster, George Grey, authorised the two men to carry the mail for that
day, and possibly also for the preceding day, to Cape Town. As it was late, the two
men decided to overnight in Clanwilliam. Twelve items of mail are known to have

been carried on the flight, two being Registered Mail items, No.s 605 and 606.

After the plane crash the next morning, the mail was recovered. It would have
made sense not to send the mail to remote Brandvlei but to forward it directly by
road and rail, the shortest and quickest route, direct to Cape Town. Interestingly,

there is no Brandvlei transit stamp on the Registered Mail item No. 606.







GREY’S LETTER & COVER TO PEERS RE-UNITED



LOG OF EVENTS
Temporary Post Office Skeleton Datestamp ‘VPN’ : Feb - April 1929



Sheet 28 and 29

Sheet 30 and 31

Sheet 32 and 33

Sheet 35

Sheet 41 and 42



SIGNED PHOTOGRAPH
See Next for Rotated View



Rotated and Reduced
See Previous







CAPTAIN CAMPBELL ATTEMPTS TO BREAK THE RECORD

After nine weeks of delay due to rain and an unsuitable stoney track that required
levelling, Captain Campbell was finally ready to make trial runs by the 19th April
1929. The  excitement surrounding this event drew onlookers from far and wide.

This letter card from Verneukpan to Britstown in the Cape Province was accepted at the
temporary post office and cancelled on the 22nd April. See the reverse overleaf dated "Blue

Bird's - Verneuk - Pan 22/IV/29. 11am” It says that “a terrible wind chased us away. We saw a
good attempt to break the World Record yesterday....” This is likely the 21st April.



Blue Bird’s - Verneuk Pan  22/IV//29

“Blue Bird's - Verneuk - Pan 22/IV/29. 11am”

”A terrible wind chased us away. We saw a good attempt to break the
 World Record yesterday....”



It is difficult to imagine today just how modern and revolutionary Bluebird’s
design was in 1929, a time when motor vehicles were still an uncommon sight in

the remote rural areas of South Africa. The sight of any vehicle other than a
donkey cart or ox-wagon at Verneuk Pan in 1929 was unusual; the sight of

Bluebird would have been truly extraordinary, even when paraded through Cape
Town. It was a breath-taking glimpse of a space-age future five years before

Flash Gordon appeared as an American cartoon strip character in 1934!

215 Miles Per Hour





CAPTAIN CAMPBELL BREAKS TWO RECORDS AT VERNEUK PAN



The Skeleton Datestamps of VERNEUK PAN: 1929
as Shown in this Display

Temporary Post Office Opened: 8th February, Closed 26th April 1929.

VERNEUKPANSPEED WAY - FE 8 29
This is the only known date for the first datestamp. The cover shown on
sheet 14 is the only recorded example cancelled with it.  Until another is
found, this item is philatelically unique. Such statements have a habit of
being proved wrong. If you have an example, please share it with us.

Differences in Text and Date setting exist in all datestamps shown below.

VERNEUK PAN SPEED WAY - FE 9 29
The first datestamp of the 8th February was changed and used as the second
datestamp the next day, the 9th. It is believed that this datestamp was used
for four days until the 13th of February when the third and last datestamp
was introduced. Only two examples of this second datestamp are recorded.

VERNEUK PAN VPN - FE 13 29
This is the first recoded day of use of the ‘VPV’ datestamp, the third and last
knownone used at the temporary PO at Verneukpan while Captain Campbell
was attempting to break the WLSR (World Land Speed Record). This was to
be the longest-serving and most common of the threeVerneukpan cancellers.

VERNEUK PAN VPN - ‘CRASH MAIL’: FE 23 29  and FE 24 29
On the 23rd February Captain Campbell was flown by Eric Penny from
Cape Town to Verneukpan for the purposes of inspecting the speedway
which was being levelled in preparation for his attempt on the WLSR. These
two datestamps were used on mail which accompanied  Captain Campbell
on his return to Cape Town when Penny’s aircraft crashed at Clanwilliam,
injuring both pilot and passenger, on 25th February 1929. No more than 12
items of mail prepared on the 23rd and 24th were on board the plane when it
crashed. The mail that was on the plane was transferred to a train which took
it to Cape Town. See the ‘The Airposts of South Africa’ (overleaf).

VERNEUK PAN VPN - AP 26 29
This is the last recorded day of use of the temporary PO at Verneukpan. On
19th April, Captain Campbell made a trial run reaching 215 mph. He made
further attempts over the next week, the last being on the 25th. Covers with
datestamps of  19 - 25th February are from his attempt on WLSRs.



TIMELINE: 1929

4th February
Campbell party arrives in Cape Town

5th February
The Natal Mercury reports Campbells hoping to break World Land Speed Record "in 10 days' time".

7th February
Grey and Swan arrive at Verneukpan to set up a Special Temporary Post Office.

8th February
Grey issues the first Verneukpan datestamp, VERNEUKPANSPEED WAY No. 1

9th February
Grey Issues the second Verneukpan datestamp, VERNEUK PAN SPEED WAY No. 2

13th February
Grey issues the third Verneukpan datestamp, VERNEUK PAN V P N No. 3

15th February
The anticipated attempt on the record is delayed because the track was not level enough.

This will result in a two month delay before the attempt can be nade.

23rd February
Campbell and Penny fly up from Cape Town to inspect the work on the track.

24th February
Campbell and Penny return to Cape Town, staying overnight in Clanwilliam.

25th February
The plane piloted by Penny crashes on take-off in Clanwilliam, injuring both men.

13th March
Covers to Oxenham from Verneukpan using the VERNEUK PAN V P N No. 3 datestamp.

19th April
The track is ready. Campbell makes a trial run of 215 mph. (Unknown Newspaper clipping)

20th April
Unknown Newspaper clipping states Campbell will make his attempt "tomorrow".

21st April
Campbell attempts to break the WLSR.

22nd April
Lettercard in German states "we saw a good attempt to break the world record yesterday".

25th April
Campbell attempts to break the WLSR again.

26th April
This is the last recorded date of use on the VERNEUK PAN V P N No. 3 datestamp.

“Captain Campbell put up a world record ... today”, presumably the 25th.



‘The Airposts of South Africa’ (L. A. Wyndhan. Pages 25-26. 1938.)



A SHEET FROM A SOUTH AFRICAN ‘SPORTS’ DISPLAY



SIR DONALD CAMPBELL

THE SEARCH FOR SPEED CONTINUES -

ATTEMPTING TO BREAK
THE WORLD LAND
SPEED RECORD AT

DAYTONA BEACH, 1933.

HE WOULD NOT BE
SUCCESSFUL UNTIL 1935.

1933. Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce Tourist Publicity Brochure. See next.



An American cover cancelled ‘Feb 10 1933’. The cover bears a 72mm violet double oval hand
cachet with “International Speed Trials 1933” at the top and “Daytona Beach Florida” at the

bottom. In the centre is an illustration of Captain Campbell’s improved “Bluebird 11”.
(Published by the Daytona Beach Chamber of Commerce and the “Daytona Beach Stamp Club”.)

Captain Campbell regained the world speed record at Daytona Beach in 1935.
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YOUR ASSISTANCE REQUIRED, PLEASE!

Dear Reader,

If you have examples of mail from Verneukpan, could you please provide a copy
of your material to me via the offices of the South African Philately Club. I am

particularly interested in seeing all covers and postcards that you have that include
 dates and Registered Mail Numbers so that we can together build up a better

understanding of the activities of the special temporary post office at  Verneukpan
 and the route and time that the mail took to reach Brandvlei and beyond.

Please send your replies to the Editor via:

"Postmaster" <postmaster@southafricanphilatelyclub.com>

Your help and understanding will be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Robert Hill.



The End

This display is the copyright of Robert Hill. This material cannot be
copied in full or in part without the express written agreement of both

Robert Hill and the South African Philately Club.

A grateful South African Philately Club thanks

Robert Hill

for sharing his collection with us.

13/11/2020

If you have questions and want to contact Robert Hill, please contact:

"Postmaster" <postmaster@southafricanphilatelyclub.com>

www.southafricanphilatelyclub.com


