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  CONCENTRATION CAMPS OF THE ANGLO BOER WAR 1899 - 1902. 

 

               INTRODUCTION 

 

 The Spanish Military has been accorded the doubtful accolade of being the pioneers to 

introduce Concentration Camps on a civilian population during war time, during the Cuban War of 

Independence of 1895 - 1898.  

 In South Africa in the Anglo Boer War of 1899 – 1902, the vast majority of the Boer forces 

consisted of Commandos of everyday farmers and their sons sixteen years and older, who answered the 

call of duty and rode out to battle on their horses. In so doing they left their wives, daughters and young 

male children basically unprotected on their farms. Unfortunately it was not long before they were 

attacked and some of them murdered and raped. 

 To provide protection for the rural civilian population, the British Army established 45 tented 

Refugee Camps (also known as Burgher Camps) for Whites at strategic points to house, feed and protect 

those non-combatants in danger. With the fall of Bloemfontein and Pretoria within seven months of the 

outbreak of war, it was hoped that the two warring parties would be able to negotiate a Peace Treaty 

and end the war.  

 However the Boers refused to accept the Terms of Surrender offered to them and began a 

guerilla war, attacking in the main the British forces and their main supply lines, while the Boer forces at 

the same time receiving succour from their countrymen and women still on their farms. 

 The British countered with a Scorched Earth policy. Any farms within a ten mile radius of an 

attack on a British supply line (mainly a railroad) would be burnt down, all the livestock confiscated or 

killed, the fields and water supply salted to make them unusable for crop production, and the 

inhabitants of the farm sent to the nearest Refugee Camp. 

 This resulted in a flood of homeless refugees, mainly women and children, streaming into the 

Refugee Camps, which were totally unprepared for this flood of humanity. They quickly became 

Concentration Camps where massive overcrowding, inadequate food supply leading to malnutrition, 

poor protection against cold and wet and the absence of rudimentary Health Care protocols led to 

epidemics of measles, cholera, diarrhoea and dysentery, and diphtheria and influenza. The result was a 

massive increase in mortality amongst the inmates. 

 To compound the problem the British Parliament refused to grant additional funds to house, 

feed and clothe the inmates adequately and relieve the overcrowding, as the cost of the war to the 

British taxpayer was already over one hundred million pounds, and ultimately the war cost in excess of 

two hundred million pounds, the most expensive in British history up to that point in time. 

 In these camps for Whites over 28,000 civilians perished, of which 24,000 were children under 

sixteen years of age. And so about half of all the children in the Orange Free State and South African 

Republic at the outbreak of the war died. 

  

































































































































































































THE END
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