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K is for ......
a historic word now a non-PC pejorative



K is for KHOI
(once known as ‘Hottentots’)

1869. 1d (Penny Post) cover from
Hottentot’s Holland to Cape Town.



K is for KOMGHA & KNYSNA
These two towns retain Khoi 
names, as do Keimoes and

Kei Mouth.

Both covers are from 1945.



K is vir KAAPSTAD

which gave us Post Office Stones,
the first Post Office, and, of course,

our earliest South African Postal History



K is for KRAAL

Piet Retief and his men at 
Dingaan’s Royal Kraal

at uMgungundlovu



K is for the KNOBKIERRIE
that keeps the Kraal, Kith and Kin safe.



K is for KIMBERLEY
where the Discovery of Diamonds led to 

Industrialisation & Segregation.

Rhodes’ Compound 
system (left) was used to 
keep Black mine workers keep Black mine workers 

out of ‘White’ towns.

Locations (right) excluded Black urban 
workers from living in ‘White’ areas.

Courtesy of Bob Hill.



K is vir ‘Oom Paul’ KRUGER

The Victor of Majuba: 1881 The Victim of Dementia: 1904



K is for KITCHENER
of  KHARTOUM

Thanks to David Mordant’s Concentration Camp Mail on the South African Philately Club website



K is vir ‘KINDERS DOOD IN
DIE KONSENTRASIE KAMPE’
The Children’s (Afr. Kinders) Death Rate in 
the Camps was a staggering 433 per 1000!

Cover courtesy of David Mordant’s ‘Concentration Camp’ display.



K is for KING’S HEADS 

KLOOF STREETKLOOF STREET
‘JA 9 14’.

KOKSTAD
‘20 JAN 25’

South Africa’s first Definitive Stamp
introduced 1st September 1913.

A very popular area of Stamp Collecting



K is vir KERK STRAAT
Here, There and Everywhere!



K is for the KRUGER PARK

Started in 1898 as a sanctuary for South 
African wildlife, the Kruger National Park 
remains Kruger’s finest surviving legacy.



K is for KIRSTENBOSCH

Cape Town’s World Famous Botanic Gardens



K is for KRUGERSDORP
Native / Non-European Datestamps

Krugersdorp (N) 1905

Krugersdorp N-E 1953

Courtesy of Bob Hill.

Race-defining datestamps were used in some segregated post offices. 



K is for KLIPTOWN
“We, the People of South Africa, declare ....”

The Freedom Charter was adopted at the 
Congress of the People, Kliptown, in 1955

Courtesy of Bob Hill.

Circa 1910. Possible washing in the Klipspruit.  Laid 
out in 1891, Klipspruit Location became Kliptown , 

the oldest Black township of Johannesburg. 



K is vir ‘KOMMUNISTE’

1988. Apartheid era Soviet Printed Solidarity Propaganda Cover.
Membership of the South African Communist Party was illegal: 1950 to 1990.



K is vir ‘KANONDONKIES’
who bolstered the Apartheid State by doing 

their National Service.

1969. Potchefstroom.  4th Field Regiment, South African Artillery.
Gnr S M Hannath 65495459, 1 Medium Battery, centre left and right.

“I was politicised by konscription.”



K is for KLAARWATER
First and Last

Circa 1818. From London to Klaarwater, Griqualand.
Carried by the Rev. Dr John Campbell on his visit in 1819.

Thought to be the first letter delivered across the Orange River!


