
Philately South Africa:
Stamping with Adél

Issue 1                               Newsletter                         April 2025              

Stamp collecting, also known as philately, has been a cherished hobby 
for over a century. Each stamp holds a piece of history art and culture.

Stamping Spotlight:

Daphne McMillan showing 
Illustrated Airgraphs from WWII

Remembering Harvey Pirie

From my Desk:

Angola Military Aerogrammes

Items of interest: Souvenir Sheet
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From the Editor

I am pleased to announce that I will be embarking on a journey to share my online 
experiences, as well as my personal collection, with friends, fellow collectors, and 
esteemed philatelists. I warmly invite you to contribute by sharing your own 
collections here as well. While I may occasionally author articles, my primary focus 
will be to share the most recent Zoom presentations and items that have come 
across my desk. Hyperlinks will be provided for you to access the full recordings, 
documents, or websites.

Index
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Philatelic Calendar

Internationals
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EXHIBITION DATE
PATRON

AGE
LINK

EuroPhilEx
Birmingham 2025

7-11 May 2025 FEPA EuroPhilEx2025

Gauteng Regional
Exhibition 2025

8-11 May 2025 AFVP Afrikaans100

Great American Stamp 
Show
Illinois

14-17 August 
2025

APS GASS 2025

National Stamp Show 2025
Paarl

3-6 Sep 2025 PFSA PFSA

NORDIA 2025
Sweden

12-14 Sep 2025 FEPA Nordia 2025

PHILAKOREA 2025 17-21 Sep 2025 FIP Korea 2025

BOSTON 2026 23-30 May 2026 FEPA Boston 2026

EXHIBITION DATE
PATRONA

GE
LINK

SAVPEX 2025 June 2025 PFSA PFSA

AUSVIPEX Start 27 Nov 2025 APF Ausvipex 2025

Virtual

https://europhilex2025.co.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOgA6FtKSi9L9XJHXj69kYMGurTclW36CSbE8XqKRyeZ-IuQ/viewform
https://stamps.org/great-american-stamp-show
https://stampssa.africa/
https://nordia2025.se/
https://www.f-i-p.ch/blog/2024/12/06/philakorea-2025-specialised-world-stamp-exhibition/
https://web.cvent.com/event/bbbdc1d9-e50e-44dd-8bef-eb36c9d1251f/summary
https://stampssa.africa/
https://ausvipex2025.com/


Remembered by chance

Dr. James Hunter Harvey Pirie FRSE FRCPE (10 December 1878 – 27 

September 1965) was a renowned South African philatelist. One of the 

federation's prestigious awards is named after him, and it has been awarded 

since his death in 1965.  

The Award may be made annually to a philatelist resident anywhere in the world 

whose contribution to Southern African philately complies with either of the 

following:

 

• The publication of an outstanding work on the philately of South 

Africa within a period of three (3) years of the date of award, or

• Publication in any philatelic journal of the result of outstanding 

original research on any aspect of Southern African philately within 

the same period as in (a) above. 

It has been almost 60 years since the passing of Dr. J. H. H. Pirie, and I continue 

to come across his name while going about my daily life.

The first time I encountered his name was during a talk on Tristan da Cunha, 

where the speaker displayed two letters that bore Harvey Pirie’s name. After the 

talk, I mentioned that he was a prominent South African philatelist and asked 

the locals if they could provide more information, but that did not happen, 

leaving me to doubt my recollection.

From the collection of Richard Moss

From the collection of Richard Moss
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After the meeting, I turned to Google and discovered that Dr. Pirie was indeed a 

distinguished philatelist, but he was also much more than that. He was a British 

medical doctor, philatelist, orchid grower, and bacteriologist of the 20th 

century. Pirie named the bacterial genus Listeria in honour of Joseph Lister, 

and the Pirie Peninsula was named after him. Cape Mabel was named after his 

wife. In his published works, he is recognized as J. H. H. Pirie.
A group of men sitting in a room

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

Pirie (right) with fellow naturalists aboard the Scotia during the 

Scottish National Antarctic Expedition

Pirie was commissioned into the Royal Field Artillery as a second lieutenant 

on 28 March 1900, but he resigned from the military later that same year. He 

earned his first medical degree from Glasgow University, graduating with an 

MB ChB in 1902. From 1902 until 1904, he participated in the Scottish 

National Antarctic Expedition on the ex-whaling ship Scotia, under William 

Speirs Bruce, where Pirie served as both surgeon and geologist. This 

expedition involved spending most of 1903 at a makeshift base on the South 

Orkney Islands. He later pursued postgraduate studies at the University of 

Edinburgh and was awarded a doctorate (MD) in 1907 for his thesis titled "On 

the Smaller Polygonal Cells of the Grey Matter of the Spinal Cord." He 

subsequently worked in private medical practice in Scotland. In 1913, he 

joined the Colonial Medical Service in Kenya as a bacteriologist and became 

deputy director of the South African Institute for Medical Research (SAIMR) 

in Johannesburg from 1926 until 1941. Pirie worked at SAIMR for many 

years, and in tribute to him, the main lecture theatre at SAIMR’s headquarters 

in Johannesburg was named the Harvey Pirie Lecture Theatre.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Scotia_naturalists_wilton,_brown_and_pirie_aboard_scotia.jpg


My second encounter with his name came when I attended my local society’s 

meeting and was gifted a booklet from the 1948 Pretoria Exhibition. This 

was also the year he signed the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists of South 

Africa. Pirie also served as the editor of The SA Philatelist for over 30 years.

The third time I came across his 

name was during the December 

holidays, when I decided to 

organize my study and inventory 

my reference books. I stumbled 

upon this book:

References: 

1) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harv

ey_Pirie 
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Last months ZOOM Experiences

Many of you are aware that I frequently participate in numerous Zoom meetings, 
attending them to gain valuable insights from industry experts. While some 
sessions may be more engaging than others, I can confidently assure you that each 
meeting offers an opportunity to acquire new and meaningful knowledge.
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CIVIL SERVICE PS

This meeting is hosted by Margaret Emerson and we had a few speakers for 
the evening. The two displays that stood out was the following:

John Gillespie – Funicular 
Railway Postcards:
Lugano-Paradiso con la Funicolare 
del Monte S. Salvatore.
I learnt how they worked and where 
they were all situated and how they 
evolved over time as well.

Mike Wilkinson –  W.H. Grant 
& Co silk Postcards:
We learnt how they were 
produced  and the intricate 
process involved.
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NEWPORT PS

It is not often that I am the presenter for the evening, I prefer hosting to be 
honest. Herewith is the link and password to watch the recording:
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/Fo4cPL9n11s8uKhrG-
BOCJo1lqEXElvdM3LT15v49dH5sEAQB02ivonx18xq_i_H.M5GnD4fFtcJOReQJ 

Passcode: h*Nc@JC3

Adél Bulpitt– Family Military history of P.W. Purchase 
who died during the battle at Cassino in 1944

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/Fo4cPL9n11s8uKhrG-BOCJo1lqEXElvdM3LT15v49dH5sEAQB02ivonx18xq_i_H.M5GnD4fFtcJOReQJ
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/Fo4cPL9n11s8uKhrG-BOCJo1lqEXElvdM3LT15v49dH5sEAQB02ivonx18xq_i_H.M5GnD4fFtcJOReQJ
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STOCKPORT PS

This is one of my favourite society meetings and I love the fact that it is held 
late afternoon. These are from the two meetings last month.

Stephen Parkin –1968 Philatelic Congress of Great Britain:
The 1968 Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, held in Manchester, was the 
50th such congress and featured a sheetlet depicting a block of 2d blue stamps. 

Jamie Smith – German involvement in the Middle East during WWI:
He tells the intricate story of the Germans that was very well illustrated 
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KING’S LYNN PS

These meetings are hosted by Winston Williams and they are very well 
attended, well worth the visit.

Charles Lloyd– Imperial Airways Africa Service. This was 
very interesting to see, and I learnt a lot about routes and rates 
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CAMBRIDGE PS

These meetings are hosted by Graham Wylde and Peter Morton, The 
President is Rufus Barnes (My Favourite Person). You always learn from their 
meetings.

Paul Redhead – Nigerian Forgeries.
This was very interesting to see, and I learnt a lot. Herewith 
the link to his presentation: Nigerian Forgeries

https://www.wasc.org.uk/Nigeria/Complete%20forgery%20talk%20September%202021.pdf
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ZOOM Happy Hour

Daphne delivered an outstanding presentation, showcasing some of her 
most treasured airgraphs from her extensive collection, meticulously 
curated over many years. She provided insightful explanations on their 
origins, practical applications, and the various types that emerged over 
time. As an experienced and engaging speaker, Daphne offers valuable and 
enriching presentations that are well worth attending. You can access the 
recording via the following link:

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/UAXTq0GfZXnlhHky1tHRk9l-

KY11rLjON0KQARBGBJaMoxqipOMmPziB3EZOnlJj.dOfs7QC7ytAdU3nc 

Passcode: WZ*cA7RG

'RECORDAK' machine for microfilming 
documents was invented in 1928 by George 
L. MacCarthy. Established in British 
banking and commerce in1934.Originator 
Charles Case envisaged airgraphs as away 
to save 99% of costs on trans-Atlantic post. 
"Airgraphs Ltd." formed by Eastman 
Kodak, Imperial Airways and Pan-
American Airways. System demonstrated 
in England in 1938/39 but shelved on 
outbreak of war

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/UAXTq0GfZXnlhHky1tHRk9l-KY11rLjON0KQARBGBJaMoxqipOMmPziB3EZOnlJj.dOfs7QC7ytAdU3nc
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/UAXTq0GfZXnlhHky1tHRk9l-KY11rLjON0KQARBGBJaMoxqipOMmPziB3EZOnlJj.dOfs7QC7ytAdU3nc
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The fall of France and the entry of Italy into the war created long delays in 
mail to the Middle East and India. Post office approached Kodak in late 
autumn1940, and a service was established. First airgraphs received from the 
Middle East on May 13th, 1941.RECORDAK machines and peripherals could 
be flown out, but the printing plant was large and heavy, so had to go by sea.
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My Latest Acquisitions

We have 3 local auctions per month in the Gauteng area where I live. 
It is run by Kenny Napier ant Clinton Goslin. These auctions are well attended 
and they have a healthy amount of international buyers as well. This is what I 
recently bought from them:
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This 65p book is dedicated to General Jan 
Christiaan Smuts. I can be patriotic and nostalgic 
at times and buy non-philatelic material

Natal Postal Stationary, just love the reply cards that are in tact



From my Desk: Military Aerogrammes

• Top Flap – No  Inscription
• Left Panel – Edicao da Emm
• Right Panel – Boxed: Responda tanbem num aerograma a venda . . . (3 lines)
• Bottom Right: 747-68-Apolo
•  No Watermark
• Cancelled: SERV. POSTAL MILITAR EPM-14 (-7.10.68)

1968 Military Aerogramme

I am showing a few military Aerogrammes of Angola from the late 60’s. There were a
Few different printing in the same year according to the Kessler catalogue.



• Top Flap – No Inscription
• Left Panel – Edicao da Emm
• Right Panel – Boxed: Responda tanbem num aerograma a venda … (3 lines)
• Bottom Right: 747-68-Apolo
• No Watermark
• Different coloured paper

1968 Military Aerogrammes

The box differs on the 
corners.

The bottom one has a full 
stop after RMM



• Top Flap – Gratis Para as Forcas . . . & indented folding line
• Middle Panel -  ‘National Women’s Movement’
• Left Panel – Espana Tambem Para … 
• Right Panel – Boxed: Responda tanbem num aerograma a venda … (4 lines) 
• Bottom Right: No number
• No Watermark
• Cancelled: C.T.T. – ANGOLA LUANDA AEROPORTO (25.11.68)

1968 Military Aerogramme



• Top Flap – Gratis Para as Forcas . . . With or w/o folding line
• Middle Panel -  ‘National Women’s Movement’
• Left Panel – Espaco Tambem . . .(43mm)
• Right Panel – Boxed: Responda tanbem num aerograma a venda … (4 lines)
• Bottom Right: No number
• No Watermark

1968 Military Aerogramme



• Top Flap – Gratis Para as Forcas . . . With or w/o folding line
• Middle Panel -  ‘National Women’s Movement’
• Left Panel – Espaco Tambem . . .(43mm)
• Right Panel – Printers Imprint ‘ Lito-Tipo – LUANDA’ 
• No Watermark
• Cancelled: C.T.T. – ANGOLA LUANDA AEROPORTO (25.11.68)

1968 Military Aerogramme



• Top Flap – Gratis Para as Forcas . . . With or w/o folding line
• Middle Panel -  ‘National Women’s Movement’
• Left Panel – Espaco Tambem . . .(43mm)
• Right Panel – Printers Imprint ‘ Lito Tipo – LUANDA’ 
• No Watermark
• Cancelled: C.T.T. – ANGOLA L/AEROPORTO (29.01.69)



Local Club Meetings

I like to visit as many societies as possible, and if time and budget allows I try and 
attend international exhibitions where I can. I am sharing my experiences with you 
in the hopes that you will join me in my philatelic journey and come and say hi. 
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WITWATERSRAND PS – WOODMEAD

Ted Roberts– Persona Non Grata: King Farouk
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WITWATERSRAND PS – WOODMEAD

Herbie Schaffler– Extracts from his grandfather’s 
diary during the siege of Ladysmith
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Items of Interest

There was an Aerophilately International in San Marino in 1947. Below is a 
souvenir sheet from the event, I would like to get more info if possible, the 
internet was not very helpful on this one.

Book Mark

It was my birthday this month and received

 this bookmark from New Zealand



Collectable E-mail Auction

This is a new initiative by our local auctioneer Clinton Goslin who in the last 
2 years of collecting and trading has been focused on Paying it Forward.  He has 
three storage areas of material which he is currently Liquidating.
Placement of Product is his speciality, and he has a few speciality areas 
including the Rhodesia’s and all Southern Africa revenue and related material. 
Part of his vision to maximise our fine hobby is to make information freely 
available to assist new collectors and old alike.
Clinton Goslin 083 272 9367, atlasauctioneers@lantic.net
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mailto:atlasauctioneers@lantic.ne


Travel with me

I like to visit as many societies as possible, and if time and budget allows I try 
and attend international exhibitions where I can. I am sharing my calendar 
with you in the hopes that you will join me in my philatelic journey and come 
and say hi. I love tea and biscuits.
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Jamie Smith - Manchester
The book signing is on 14 May 
2025 at the Bredbury Library 
in Stockport.  Please attend if you 
can, he would appreciate it.
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