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Stamp collecting, also known as philately, has been a cherished hobby 
for over a century. Each stamp holds a piece of history art and culture.

Stamping Spotlight:

Ian Matheson showing the  
Cayes of Belize and  
Penalty Stamps

From my Desk:

Native  Tax - Durban

Stockport Railway Parcel Stamp
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From the Editor  - adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

My UK trip has come to an end. I want to thank everyone  who shared a meal or a 
cuppa with me. The best part were the collections that I got to see, so many of you 
opened your homes to me and shared your most prized collections. I am in awe of 
you guys, and I am inspired to get myself into gear and improve my own collection.
A special thanks to Jamie and Nomvula for hosting me and all your love and 
support, I am truly grateful for the opportunity.
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Philatelic Calendar

Internationals
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EXHIBITION DATE
PATRON

AGE
LINK

Great American Stamp 
Show
Illinois

14-17 August 
2025

APS GASS 2025

National Stamp Show 2025
Paarl

3-6 Sep 2025 PFSA PFSA

NORDIA 2025
Sweden

12-14 Sep 2025 FEPA Nordia 2025

PHILAKOREA 2025 17-21 Sep 2025 FIP Korea 2025

DUBAI 2026 WSE 4-8 February 
2026

FIP Dubai 2026

BOSTON 2026 23-30 May 2026 FEPA Boston 2026

MACAU 2026 26 June – 1 July 
2026

FIAP Macau 2026

EXHIBITION DATE
PATRONA

GE
LINK

SAVPEX 2025 June 2025 PFSA PFSA

AUSVIPEX Start 27 Nov 2025 APF Ausvipex 2025

Virtual

https://stamps.org/great-american-stamp-show
https://stampssa.africa/
https://nordia2025.se/
https://www.f-i-p.ch/blog/2024/12/06/philakorea-2025-specialised-world-stamp-exhibition/
https://dubai2026wse.com/
https://web.cvent.com/event/bbbdc1d9-e50e-44dd-8bef-eb36c9d1251f/summary
https://www.macao2026.org.mo/
https://stampssa.africa/
https://ausvipex2025.com/
https://ausvipex2025.com/


Stockport Fair

This fair was the one fair I didn’t need to travel to, as it was on my doorstep. 
They filled 2 halls  and there was something for every kind of collector, be it 
novice or specialised. I managed to buy a few items at least.
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Jamie Smith front and centre as always

This item is for my
 Banking collection



Reader Submission

5

Basutoland via Aliwal North

 Richard Stroud RDPSA 

In 1872, the Government Agent in Maseru established a regular weekly post 

between Maseru and Aliwal North. This involved transiting OFS territory on the 

Rouxville-Wepener-Ladybrand road. There were two branches, one for the District 

of Berea and Leribe, and one for the Makhaleng District. The expenses of carrying 

the post were paid from the Hut Tax. In 1877, “a postage stamp of the proper 

value affixed in Basutoland shall cover postage to all parts of the Cape Colony 

and beyond, and vice versa” – ex Proclamation of Sir Henry Barkly.

Following the 1883 Post Convention, the basic rate for mail from the Cape Colony 

to the OFS was reduced to 2d per half ounce, the same as the rate between Cape 

Colony and Basutoland.

Cover at the inter-territorial rate, from King Williams Town to Maseru via Aliwal North, 

subsequent to the 1883 Postal Convention. A 2d CGH adhesive pays the rate and is cancelled 

KING WILLIAMS TOWN SP 24 84. The transit backstamp is that of ALIWAL NORTH SP 24 84.

The reply was sent by a weekly post following that on which the item was received – 
“Answered Oct 15 84”.

Several covers in the G.H. Hobson correspondence are known, between 1883 and 1887, 
all from the same writer. Mr Hobson has not yet been identified. Little mail to/from 
Basutoland, from this period, exists.

Reference Sources
A.H. Scott The Cancellations and Postal Markings of Basutoland/Lesotho Post Offices, 
1980. ISBN 0-620-04434-9, pages 13 and 14.
A.R. (Robert) Allison RDPSA The Postal History of the Orange Free State 1830 to 1900, 
2015, ISBN 978-0-9542032-5-2, pages 228 and 229.



Last months ZOOM Experiences

August was a quiet month as well due to the summer break, but we  still enjoyed a 
few meetings and had a fair or two.
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STOCKPORT

Hosted by Stephen Parkin; the theme for this meeting was anything to do 
with 20’s and this meeting turned out to be very interesting.

Daphne McMillan showed items from the 20s related to the Royal family
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STOCKPORT

Hosted by Stephen Parkin; the theme for this meeting was anything to do 
with 20’s and this meeting turned out to be very interesting.

Jamie Smith showed items from the 20s from his Egypt collection
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STOCKPORT

Hosted by Stephen Parkin; the theme for this meeting was anything to do 
with 20’s and this meeting turned out to be very interesting.

Philip Longbottom  went back in time to 1720’s and the 1820’s
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PHILATELY SOUTH AFRICA: Stamping with Adél

This was a well attended and fun meeting. Many different items were shown. 
The letters for the meeting was F or C or a theme of Food 

Derek Lambert– A chocolate wrapper with Rhodesia 
on it, produced in Argentina, but bought in Ibiza

Keith Klugman –  Victorian mail of Natal
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STOCKPORT PS

A firm favourite and one of the longer running zoom meetings, well worth a visit.

Jamie Smith– ‘South African Cinderellas WWII’ this is one of my 
favourite presentations of Jamie’s – I just can’t resist a Cinderella.
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Jamie Smith– ‘South African Cinderellas WWII’ this is one of my 
favourite presentations of Jamie’s – I just can’t resist a Cinderella.
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WITWATERSRAND PS

This is a hybrid meeting with members in the room as well as attendees via 
zoom, OBVIOUSLY this is my favourite meeting as it is my home society. We are 
attracting more online attendees who participate as well, that makes me happy.

Ian Matheson –  This time he showed how Poster Display 
Tax worked in France. An in depth study well worth seeing 
and the material is exquisite .



My Latest Acquisitions

These documents were a gift from Giovanni Pallazzo who is recovering well 
from the stroke he had a few months ago. Note the denomination to help translate 
the decimal currency.
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Registered book post 1924
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ZOOM Happy Hour

Ian Matheson is an expert on most tax systems, and he is also very keen to 
share his research with fellow collectors.  While he concentrates on 
Entertainment tax, he has an extensive collection of other taxes as well such as 
medicine and cigarette tax stamps to name a few. 

What I enjoy most about Ian’s talks is the way  he can transform a mundane 
revenue stamp into the most interesting stamp around. 

For this meeting Ian showed the Cayes of Belize as well as Penalty Stamps 
(1937-1952).
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From my Desk

Stockport Railway Parcel Stamp

This is the first time that Jamie has seen one of these parcel stamps from 
Stockport. If anyone  can give more information, it would be appreciated

1935 Silver Jubilee Stamps

These  Tete Beche imperf  pairs are from the collection of Ian Frith. They are  
from the printers' archives – Note the stamp on the rear



Local Club Meetings

I like to visit as many societies as possible, and if time and budget allows I try and 
attend international exhibitions where I can. I am sharing my experiences with you 
in the hopes that you will join me in my philatelic journey and come and say hi. 
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STOCKPORT PS 

David Sheldrake –  Showed  his collection of 
items relating to the  ship the Queen Mary 
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Stephen Parkin –  Showed items relating to the  1939 
Royal Tour in Canada from his late fathers collection.
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Items of Interest

William IV  1623 Indenture
I saw this document in North Wales with the complete wax seal. What 

a feeling to be able to handle such a document.
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Society Request

The Orange Free State Study Circle

The Study Circle, founded 1953, welcomes new members to carry on the work 
achieved over the years since its foundation. Our quarterly journal, the OFS 
Bulletin, reflect the society’s current research or reports, and these are backed 
up by many years of authoritative publications, most of which remain 
available.

It is a matter of concern that the OFS Philately Group has some 400 members, 
but few are members of the Study Circle. It seems that most rely on the 
internet for gaining information, but ignore physical literature which, in most 
cases, would provide the essential and extensive detail and research that they 
need. Most society publications are not on the internet and are not in a form 
suitable for electronic transfer.

The Study Circle does need new members and officers to carry on its work. In 
particular, we will need a new Editor for 2026 onwards, as age and 
deteriorating health prevents the current Editor from continuing. This Officer 
does not have to be UK-based; the present Editor resides in Australia.
Collectors with an interest in the OFS Study Circle are asked to contact the 
Secretary for more information.

OFS SC: Richard Stroud RDPSA, Richard-stroud@outlook.com
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