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Stamp collecting, also known as philately, has been a cherished hobby 
for over a century. Each stamp holds a piece of history art and culture.

Stamping Spotlight:

Jim Findlay showing the 1914 
South African rebellion during 
WWI

From my Desk:

The Paarl Nationals

Early Philatelic Accessories 
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From the Editor  - adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

The hospitality in Cape Town is unmatched, and if you can visit Cape Town, I 
promise that you won’t regret it. My first week back in South Africa was spent at the 
Paarl Nationals. It was great to see some international counterparts on my home 
ground as well. Now that I am finally back at my desk, I have a mountain of material 
to sort through, that I acquired in the UK, and I will happily share it in my 
newsletters in due course.

Index
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Philatelic Calendar

Exhibitions
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EXHIBITION DATE
PATRON

AGE
LINK

Great American Stamp 
Show
Illinois

14-17 August 
2025

APS GASS 2025

National Stamp Show 2025
Paarl

3-6 Sep 2025 PFSA PFSA

NORDIA 2025
Sweden

12-14 Sep 2025 FEPA Nordia 2025

PHILAKOREA 2025 17-21 Sep 2025 FIP Korea 2025

OILFILAT25 27 -31October 
2025

PFSA OILFILAT25

DUBAI 2026 WSE 4-8 February 
2026

FIP Dubai 2026

BOSTON 2026 23-30 May 2026 FEPA Boston 2026

MACAU 2026 26 June – 1 July 
2026

FIAP Macau 2026

EXHIBITION DATE
PATRONA

GE
LINK

SAVPEX 2025 June 2025 PFSA PFSA

AUSVIPEX Start 27 Nov 2025 APF Ausvipex 2025

Virtual

https://stamps.org/great-american-stamp-show
https://stampssa.africa/
https://nordia2025.se/
https://www.f-i-p.ch/blog/2024/12/06/philakorea-2025-specialised-world-stamp-exhibition/
mailto:lj.heritage@gmail.com
https://dubai2026wse.com/
https://web.cvent.com/event/bbbdc1d9-e50e-44dd-8bef-eb36c9d1251f/summary
https://www.macao2026.org.mo/
https://stampssa.africa/
https://ausvipex2025.com/
https://ausvipex2025.com/


Paarl Nationals

The Boschenmeer Golf Estate venue was superb; from the views to the food and 
naturally the exhibits and the people. It was very well attended. There were 
international entries as well, which is great to see.
I am not going to share results as it will be published by Federation in The SA 
Philatelist., and most society members have already reported back as well.
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John Handman is now the new Chairman of 
the philatelic Federation of South Africa

Fernando Torres

I had a room with a view
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Our daily view

Gary Pienaar with a golden smile to match his medal
Victor Millard hard at work
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Diederik Viljoen and Javaid Muhammad

View from the greens

Javaid, Adél and Ali



Reader Submission
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Aspects of the situation in Paardeberg - Richard Stroud RDPSA 

Generaal Piet Cronje’s siege lines around Kimberley were finally broken on 15th 

February 1900 and he retired with his large force of burghers to laager on the 

banks of the Modder River near Paardeberg. He expected reinforcements to arrive 

from Bloemfontein and from the Orange River area and did not proceed further 

towards Bloemfontein. On 18th February, his large encampment was besieged by 

British forces, ending on 27th February with his surrender and that of some 4000 

men.

1. News of Cronje’s Force being Besieged

Postcard from the House of Commons, with the embossed insignia of the 

Commons in the top-left corner of the message side, addressed to Mrs C. Tyrrell 

Giles, Copse Hill House, Wimbledon. A QV ½d vermilion was affixed to pay the 

postage and was postmarked LONDON S.W. FE 19 00 at 6.30 PM. The message, 

timed at 6.30, reads:

“2 reports in the [Members’] Lobby, one that Cronje is surrounded and another 

that he is caught. C.T.G.”

The news arrived via cable from South Africa. The first report was correct, being 

received the day after Generaal Cronje was surrounded at Paardeberg. The second 

report was a little premature!

C.T.G. was Charles Tyrrell Giles, born in 1850. He was Conservative MP for the 

Wisbech constituency from 1895 to 1900. In 1881, he married Isabella Mary, 

daughter of Jeremiah Colman, of Carshalton Park, Surrey, of the famous mustard 

manufacturing family. Giles died in 1940. 
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2. Lord Roberts accepting General Cronje’s Surrender

On 27th February, after nine days of relentless siege, Generaal Cronje surrendered 

to Lord Roberts. A photograph by Perceval Landon depicts him next to his horse, 

meeting Lord Roberts.

Cronje’s force was subsequently entrained for Cape Town to the POW Camps at 

Green Point and Belle Vue, most eventually being transported to St Helena. He, 

himself, was also exiled to St Helena. Extracts from the Cape Times give the details 

of their journeys down to Cape Town.
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3. A Soldier writes home from Paardeberg

Cover endorsed ‘Soldiers letter. No stamps procurable’ addressed to England and 

marked on the reverse in the same hand as the sender ‘Paardeberg Feb 27’. Routed 

via the Army Post Office Base Office at Cape Town where the DC FPO B.O. * 

datestamp was applied on MR 6 00. Taxed as unpaid in the Cape civil postal system 

but deleted in London and the LONDON PAID 25 MR 00 applied. Arrival 

backstamp of MR 25 00. The item was part of the mail carried on the contract-mail 

steamer Scot, which departed Cape Town on 7th March, arriving at Southampton on 

23rd March.



Heritage event

10 October 2025 we celebrate the 200 year anniversary of the birth of Paul Kruger.

This is an event not to be missed!! Join us at the Kruger House to see the philatelic 
and Numismatic material alongside the artifacts.
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Last months ZOOM Experiences

The summer holidays are done now and most of the UK societies have resumed 
their meetings again.
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CANADA MUFFIN BREAK

Hugh Amoore showed us how the Post Office dealt with redirected mail in the 
Cape Colony, and in the Union of South Africa.
Before the material was shown we had to understand the rules that were in place 
at the time: 

Rules on redirection 1
In the Cape Colony additional postage was payable from the point of redirection 
to the new address, unless arrangements had been made with the Post Office for 
the Post Office to redirect mail, in which case it would be  redirected at no charge 
and marked as officially redirected. This lasted beyond Union (31 May 1910) as 
uniform postal regulations for the Union took effect on 1 September 1911. 

Cape Period: Officially redirected and endorsed O/R with the initials 
of the Postal Official

The full display is available upon request – adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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CANADA MUFFIN BREAK

Rules on redirection 2
In the Union period redirected mail went free of additional charge unless
A. It was registered in which case the item had to be re-registered and the 
registration fee paid (if not it was treated as POOC and taxed); or
B. It was reposted later than allowed for a correction of the address of the 
addressee (the definition changed over time) 
C. It was reposted to a foreign destination and had not originally been paid the 
postage for the foreign rate: in such cases the deficiency ONLY was payable, or 
demanded from the recipient (and not double the deficiency. (This was a UPU Rule) 

The Rule on reregistering redirected mail: in the first case this was ignored so the item 
was treated as Posted Out Of Course and Taxed double the registration fee (2 x 4d= 6d) . In the 
2nd case the item was re-registered and the 4d registration fee paid by a South African 4d 
adhesive, creating a mixed franking 
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LEISTON PS

Hosted by Andy Soutar, who showed his collection of overprints and 
surcharges. The display took you alphabetically through every country's 
overprints and surcharges. It was interesting and well researched.
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SEEOPS
Hosted by Margaret Emmerson; Always a great meeting with good variety 
of speakers and topics covered.

Adrian Pearson Showed items from the Crimean war.
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WITWATERSRAND PS

This is a hybrid meeting with members in the room as well as attendees via 
zoom, OBVIOUSLY this is my favourite meeting as it is my home society. We are 
attracting more online attendees who participate as well, that makes me happy.

Ian Matheson –  This 
time he has done a study 

on collecting and the 
psychology behind it. It 
was thought provoking.

Rodney Knight–  showed 6 Australian 
cachets from different types of postal systems.

The full displays are available upon request – adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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SOUTHAMPTON & DISTRICT PS

This was my first visit to this society, and I would definitely attend their 
meetings again

Terry Page– An interesting collection of Rural Russian material before 1919



My Latest Acquisitions

A souvenir card with an actual silver 
leaves and flowers from the 1947  Royal 
tour to South Africa.
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Conundrum Corner

It  is a regular occurrence when we have a meeting, and someone will show an item 
that needs clarification one way or another.  Sometimes,  you get your answers, and 
other times the whole room is stumped.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
appeal to you  to assist in providing answers if you can. in our zoom meetings, but 
we don’t always find the answer. I would like to use this platform and appeal to you 
to assist if you can.
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This is a request from Jamie Smith.

It is the mystery of a soldier that sent a letter to Lady Douglas in New Zealand. 
Is the research  and handwriting analysis provided proof that the letter came 
from Rudolf Slatin?

If you can assist, please contact me on adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com


Collector Insights

A Comprehensive Guide to Forming a Specialised Stamp Collection

by Alastair Macduff

Embarking on the journey of forming a specialised stamp collection involves moving 

beyond the general accumulation of stamps to engage in a focused and deeply 

rewarding pursuit. This endeavour transforms the collector into a curator of 

miniature masterpieces, each offering a window into a specific corner of history, 

culture, or the natural world. A specialised collection is a long-term commitment, 

requiring passion and diligent research to cultivate a collection that is both personal 

and philatelically significant.

1. Diagram Illustrating the Level of Specialisation

A crucial step in forming a specialised collection is moving from a broad topic to an 

ultra-specific niche by adding layers of focus.
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Level Focus Description (Source Content)
Example Subject Niche 

(Source Content)

Level 1 Broad Topic (e.g., Thematic Collecting) Birds / Cars / Space

Level 2 Geographic Focus or Time Period Focus
Birds of South Africa / Racing 

Cars / The Apollo Program

Level 3 Specific Type or Detailed Time/Event Focus

Owls of South Africa / Formula 

1 Winners from 1970–1979 / 

The Anglo-Boer War

Level 4
Ultra-Specific Item/Series Focus and 

Variety Hunt

The 1999 "Owls" definitive 

series of South Africa / Stamps 

and postal history (letters, 

censor marks) from the Anglo-

Boer War period

Items Hunted at Level 4 (Ultra-Specific Collection):

• First Day Covers (FDC)

• Cylinder Blocks (with printer's cylinder number in the margin/selvage)

• Postmark Varieties (different, clear postmarks from various towns)

• Known Errors or Flaws (documented printing mistakes like colour shifts)



2. Illustration of Essential Specialist Tools and Their Functions

The specialist moves beyond basic supplies to utilize tools necessary for examining 

and identifying varieties.
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Tool Name (Source 

Content)

Purpose/Function (Source 

Content)

Why It Is Specialised (Source 

Content)

Stamp Tongs
Handle stamps without 

transferring oils and dirt.

Must be thin, spade-tips (not 

pointed) to avoid damaging 

perforations.

Loupe
Examine fine details, printing 

methods, and tiny flaws.

Requires a 10x or 15x magnification 

(a standard magnifying glass is often 

insufficient).

Perforation Gauge

Measures the number of 

perforations within a 2-centimeter 

distance.

Essential because many classic 

stamps have varieties that differ only 

by their perforation measurement 

(e.g., "perf 14" vs "perf 15").

Watermark Detector
Identify patterns embedded in the 

paper (watermarks).

Watermarks are a key identifying 

feature of classic issues and their 

varieties.

Specialised Catalogues

Reference guides providing 

detailed information, issue dates, 

and value indications.

Must go beyond basic world 

catalogues to focus on sub-listings 

for colour shades, perforation 

varieties, and listed errors.

3.       Illustration of the Specialized "Write-Up" Structure

The final goal of the specialized collector is the presentation ("write-up") of items on 

blank, acid-free album pages, transforming the collection into a historical narrative. 

The description goes beyond the catalogue number to detail the item's specifics.

Template for a Specialised Album Page Write-Up 

Component Content/Details to Include (Source Content)

A. Basic Identification Country and Date of Issue (e.g., South Africa - 1933)

B. Stamp/Issue Title
Name of the issue and face value (e.g., Voortrekker 

Memorial Issue, 1d Carmine & Black)

C. Specific Variety
The precise characteristic that makes the item unique 

(e.g., Variety: Cylinder 2A Block of 4)

D. Narrative/Contextual Details

Explanation of the variety, historical context, or reason 

for rarity (e.g., This block shows the printer's cylinder 

number... identified by the deeper carmine shade 

compared to the initial release)
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ZOOM Happy Hour

Jim Findlay is an expert on South African Military. It was an honour and a 
pleasure to see this display of the 1914 Rebellion. Jim took us right back to the 
political climate at the time and explained in detail everything that happened 
leading up to the rebellion. It is most interesting and it is a part of our South 
African history that isn’t really understood or even talked about

The full display is available upon request – adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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From my Desk

Stockport Railway Parcel Stamps

Rhodesia Railway Stamps to add to my railways collection:

• The following  pre decimal values exist: 1 p red, 2 p blue, 3 p violet, 5 p blue,        
           1 Sh blue, 2 Sh green, 2 Sh 6 p red. 

• The following decimal values exist : 1 c red, 2 c blue, 3 c green, 10 c blue,            
             20 c  green. 

• They are overprinted with abbreviations for town names: "BCT" (Bancroft), 
"BKA" (Bwana Mkubwa), "BNA", "CB" (Chisamba), "CBJ" (Chimbishi),           
"CN" (Chingola), "DT" (Dett), "EP" (Pemba), "GAS", "KP" (Kapiri M'Poshi),   
"KL" (Kalomo), "LU" (Luanshya), "MUF" (Mufulira), "PLT", "RI" (Rusape), 
"SHH", "SI" (Shabani), "SO" (Sinoia) and "ZD" (Zimba) overprints. Also with 
"HRD" blacked out and overprinted with "NKA" (Nkana) in blue.

Mufulira overprint

Pemba overprint Chisamba overprint



Local Club Meetings

I like to visit as many societies as possible, and if time and budget allows I try and 
attend international exhibitions where I can. I am sharing my experiences with you 
in the hopes that you will join me in my philatelic journey and come and say hi. 
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WITWATERSRAND PS

Vic Sorour–  Showed  a letter sent from Glen 
Carpendale that was damaged by a letter bomb.

Letter from postmaster explaining why the letter is damaged
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Adél Bulpitt–  Showed  items from her forgery collection.



Items of Interest

Accessories
I am a sucker for accessories and I grab them when I can.
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This is used with a bright light to identify watermarks

This  address dates this packet between  1879 -1891
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These are all to help you with the plating of the early Queen Victoria line engraved stamps



Beneficial Partners

Collectable Books and Antique Maps

As Philatelists we are aware that our research library is equally important to 
our collection as the actual material. I visited the new shop in Cape Town in 
September, and as a collector it is worth the visit.
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