
Philately South Africa:
Stamping with Adél

Issue 8                               Newsletter             November 2025              

Stamp collecting, also known as philately, has been a cherished hobby 
for over a century. Each stamp holds a piece of history art and culture.

Stamping Spotlight:

Wendy Buckle -  A History of 
writing materials: animal, 
vegetable and mineral.

From my Desk:

Transvaal Return Letter Office 
1903 item

 Shell Oil Company Material
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From the Editor  - adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

The month of October is always very special in Pretoria as the Jacarandas are in full 
bloom. I find that the burst of colour just lifts the spirit. I love Cape town with all its 
offerings, but in October Pretoria is the best town in South Africa. One secret that I 
can share with you all is that most of my zoom meetings are done in my pyjamas, 
almost like television newsreader with his jacket and tie behind the news desk.

Index
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Philatelic Calendar

Exhibitions
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EXHIBITION DATE
PATRON

AGE
LINK

National Stamp Show 2025
Paarl

3-6 Sep 2025 PFSA PFSA

NORDIA 2025
Sweden

12-14 Sep 2025 FEPA Nordia 2025

PHILAKOREA 2025 17-21 Sep 2025 FIP Korea 2025

OILFILAT25 27 -31October 
2025

PFSA OILFILAT25

BEIRUT 2025 22-23 Nov 2025 FEPA Beirut 2025

DUBAI 2026 WSE 4-8 February 
2026

FIP Dubai 2026

BOSTON 2026 23-30 May 2026 FEPA Boston 2026

MACAU 2026 26 June – 1 July 
2026

FIAP Macau 2026

EXHIBITION DATE
PATRONA

GE
LINK

SAVPEX 2025 June 2025 PFSA PFSA

AUSVIPEX Start 27 Nov 2025 APF Ausvipex 2025

Virtual

https://stampssa.africa/
https://nordia2025.se/
https://www.f-i-p.ch/blog/2024/12/06/philakorea-2025-specialised-world-stamp-exhibition/
mailto:lj.heritage@gmail.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffepanews.com%2F%3Fp%3D23414%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEebYYnXgQGUXyDrtMivkRZApQTxKFaNll9ZX2p8Khsr9WlyqENf1dZjB3m3sk_aem_rPeXeNszQ5gsl48iP4NrqA&h=AT0Dc0DiFXvXtrc-3032g9XUD8NTwsf59C11-I9Iq3B_H6AF6giTdeWVQOCXIY3eIMmNjQtCrDTAl0OCkOKnBABhscj3ug-GpSKryWhMGqmdOtkafkKW7Jqq9Ig3bui3M3Sa7evOHLr6RQ&__tn__=-UK*F
https://dubai2026wse.com/
https://web.cvent.com/event/bbbdc1d9-e50e-44dd-8bef-eb36c9d1251f/summary
https://www.macao2026.org.mo/
https://stampssa.africa/
https://ausvipex2025.com/
https://ausvipex2025.com/


Boston 2026 – Tariff issues resolved 

If you had concerns regarding the tariffs for the Boston 2026 Exhibition 
herewith the latest press release from FEPA

Thomas M. Fortunato, BOSTON 2026 Public Relations Chair, reports from 
BOSTON 2026.

Until this year, stamps and covers could be imported into the United States 
under Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTSUS) 9704 free of duty. However, 
several months ago, new country specific tariffs came into effect. This affected 
philatelic material, which in turn, resulted in the global philatelic community 
fearing that foreign participants at the upcoming Boston 2026 World Expo 
would experience unacceptably high costs.

After close consultation with US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) over 
the past several weeks, the Boston 2026 Organizing Committee is pleased to 
announce that stamps and covers are, once again, tariff free for entry into the 
US. Specifically, the initial ruling letter that resulted in philatelic tariffs has 
now been ruled void ab initio (i.e., null from the beginning) and voided. A 
new ruling letter holding that philatelic material covered by HTSUS 9704 is 
again tariff free will be issued by the CBP in the next few weeks.

To ensure the free and smooth entry of philatelic material for the show, the 
show organizers have hired a customs brokerage firm, Vantage Point 
Services. They will provide foreign parties (i.e., dealers, auction houses, 
postal administrations and commissioners) importing philatelic material 
with the appropriate instructions and documentation for entry into the US.

 The customs broker offers support at multiple ports of entry, including 
Boston, New York, Miami, San Francisco and Los Angeles.

The Press Release: https://fepanews.com/.../PR-2025-10-24-
Importation-Tariff...
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https://fepanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PR-2025-10-24-Importation-Tariff-Issues-Resolved.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEe6qmnGJceZx5u37BNQwyp3BW3JNPGlMfRTRm9DsAn7F8bUWiRINUhm2aPQd0_aem_gzMCetg44ATmt2AyThM6Gw
https://fepanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PR-2025-10-24-Importation-Tariff-Issues-Resolved.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEe6qmnGJceZx5u37BNQwyp3BW3JNPGlMfRTRm9DsAn7F8bUWiRINUhm2aPQd0_aem_gzMCetg44ATmt2AyThM6Gw
https://fepanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PR-2025-10-24-Importation-Tariff-Issues-Resolved.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEe6qmnGJceZx5u37BNQwyp3BW3JNPGlMfRTRm9DsAn7F8bUWiRINUhm2aPQd0_aem_gzMCetg44ATmt2AyThM6Gw
https://fepanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PR-2025-10-24-Importation-Tariff-Issues-Resolved.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEe6qmnGJceZx5u37BNQwyp3BW3JNPGlMfRTRm9DsAn7F8bUWiRINUhm2aPQd0_aem_gzMCetg44ATmt2AyThM6Gw
https://fepanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PR-2025-10-24-Importation-Tariff-Issues-Resolved.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEe6qmnGJceZx5u37BNQwyp3BW3JNPGlMfRTRm9DsAn7F8bUWiRINUhm2aPQd0_aem_gzMCetg44ATmt2AyThM6Gw
https://fepanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PR-2025-10-24-Importation-Tariff-Issues-Resolved.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEe6qmnGJceZx5u37BNQwyp3BW3JNPGlMfRTRm9DsAn7F8bUWiRINUhm2aPQd0_aem_gzMCetg44ATmt2AyThM6Gw
https://fepanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PR-2025-10-24-Importation-Tariff-Issues-Resolved.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEe6qmnGJceZx5u37BNQwyp3BW3JNPGlMfRTRm9DsAn7F8bUWiRINUhm2aPQd0_aem_gzMCetg44ATmt2AyThM6Gw
https://fepanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PR-2025-10-24-Importation-Tariff-Issues-Resolved.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEe6qmnGJceZx5u37BNQwyp3BW3JNPGlMfRTRm9DsAn7F8bUWiRINUhm2aPQd0_aem_gzMCetg44ATmt2AyThM6Gw
https://fepanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PR-2025-10-24-Importation-Tariff-Issues-Resolved.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEe6qmnGJceZx5u37BNQwyp3BW3JNPGlMfRTRm9DsAn7F8bUWiRINUhm2aPQd0_aem_gzMCetg44ATmt2AyThM6Gw
https://fepanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PR-2025-10-24-Importation-Tariff-Issues-Resolved.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEe6qmnGJceZx5u37BNQwyp3BW3JNPGlMfRTRm9DsAn7F8bUWiRINUhm2aPQd0_aem_gzMCetg44ATmt2AyThM6Gw
https://fepanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PR-2025-10-24-Importation-Tariff-Issues-Resolved.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEe6qmnGJceZx5u37BNQwyp3BW3JNPGlMfRTRm9DsAn7F8bUWiRINUhm2aPQd0_aem_gzMCetg44ATmt2AyThM6Gw


Reader Submission
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OBOCK –  Ted Roberts

Historical Background
Obock was a small port on the Red sea (see map) purchased by France in 1862 from a 
local sultan. It was to stay completely unoccupied by France until 1883. A post office was 
opened there in September 1884.

Location of the Republic of Djibouti in Africa Present day border of the Republic of Djibouti

Philatelic Background
Obock initially used the stamps of the French colonial general issue, followed by 
these stamps overprinted OBOCK. The first regular issues, including postal 
stationery, were of the French colonial “Group” type, of which some examples are 
shown below.

1892, No member: First regular issue of Obock



6

The second regular issue was notable for three unusual features. They were the first French
stamps with an entirely pictorial design. They were produced on laid paper with a
“quadrille” gum pattern. Finally, they had a simulated perforation around the whole
design but were issued imperforate. Some examples are shown below.

1894, February: Second regular issue of Obock.

The used stamps al show the same cancelled
There was only one post office in Obock.

The reverse of a 10
centime stamp shows
clearly the unusual
gum pattern.

This unusual cancel 
was possibly of 
Paquebot origin? 
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In 1893, a post office was opened in Djibouti where there was a far better port than
at Obock. As Djibouti grew in importance, so Obock diminished in importance. Finally,
at the end of 1899, the post office at Obock was closed. After that, the complete stock
of stamps of Obock was transferred to Djibouti, where the post office already had its
own stamps inscribed Djibouti since 1894.

1899, 18 October:
From this date it was decreed that the stamps of Obock could be used in Djibouti. 
Examples are shown below.
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1901, 12 November:
Due to a temporary shortage of low value
stamps it was allowed to bisect vertically
25c values of Obock. The right side
showing the “5” (as the example shown
here) could be used as a 5 centime stamp.

1902, 15 April:
These stamps were issued
more than two years after the
post office at Obock had
closed. They were intended
for use in Djibouti during one
of the shortages of low value 
Djibouti stamps.

1902:
Further shortages of 5 and 10 centime stamps led to these other
overprints on Obock, which, however, are now inscribed Djibouti.

For just over fifty years, the sole post office in the French Somali Coast was that 
of Djibouti. Then in 1952, Four postal agencies were opened. One of these opened
 on 1st November 1952, was at Obock



Heritage event

10 October 2025 we celebrate the 200 year anniversary of the birth of Paul Kruger.

The newly added Numismatic and Philatelic sectioned was opened,  showcasing 
items from the collections of Victor Millard and Adél Bulpitt. It was opened by 
Louwrence Erasmus the President of PFSA
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Louwrence Erasmus and Jaco Schoonraad (Curator of the Kruger House)
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Louwrence Erasmus the President of PFSA
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Adél Bulpitt in front of her display

The Germans raised funds to support 
the Transvaal government by hosting  

entertainment evenings which is 
reflected in the brochure

The sender in his message ‘Good old 
Bobs’ is referring to Lord Roberts who 
demanded the surrender of the Boers 
from General Louis Botha



Last months ZOOM Experiences

There are a host of societies that have monthly zoom meetings. A great variety of 
topics and areas are being covered, from the expert to the novice all are welcome. 
Join in the fun, herewith a few snippets from what I have seen this month. 
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Leon Jacobson showed us the registration markings of 
SWA. He has done a lot of research and this display was a 
precursor of his now book that will be published soon.

The full display is available upon request – adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com


12

STAMPING WITH ADEL

Alex Visser  had a discussion of correspondence to Sheila 
Waters in Burghersdorp. This was interesting.
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Bruce Berry - Showed some items from his Rhodesian 
collection that showcased Famous people on Rhodesian 

stamps. He had a very interesting analysis of the stamps issued.
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STOCKPORT PS

Phil Longbottom - showed his collection of 
Ottoman and Nationalist Turkey (1901-1923). It 
was a very good display, and very well researched
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SEEOPS
Hosted by Margaret Emmerson; Always a great meeting with good variety 
of speakers and topics covered.

Ian Matheson – Spoiled us with 2 displays for the 
evening: Passenger and Goods Tax
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SEEOPS

Ian Matheson – Spoiled us with 2 displays for the 
evening: Late Postings of Belize

The full displays are available upon request – adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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DAWLISH PS

Mick Bister – Showed a magnificent and interesting 
display on Joan of Arc. This is a display I will watch again



SAPO Corner 

The Post Office is offering you the collector the opportunity to buy a special 
Christmas gift this year.

The Price is R250.00 per Ostrich Egg.

To order contact:  sa.stamps@postoffice.co.za  
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2010 - 8th Definitive Series

2005 -  Big 5 Series

mailto:sa.stamps@postoffice.co.za


My Latest Acquisitions

Sometimes you are at the right place at the right time. I was lucky to pick 
this item up at the local auction this month.
This is from the Returned Letter Office. There  are two variations of the 
coat of arms  being small and large,  imprinted on these envelopes. 
The obliteration lines seen here were done after occupation.

19



Conundrum Corner

It  is a regular occurrence when we have a meeting, and someone will show an item 
that needs clarification one way or another.  Sometimes,  you get your answers, and 
other times the whole room is stumped.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
appeal to you  to assist in providing answers if you can. in our zoom meetings, but 
we don’t always find the answer. I would like to use this platform and appeal to you 
to assist if you can.
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This is a request from Jamie Smith.

It is  interesting that this Italian soldier was in Kassela, as they were not based 
there. The question is why was he there during this time?

If you can assist, please contact me on adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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ZOOM Happy Hour

Wendy Buckley is one of those philatelists with a very interesting collecting 
field. From watermarks to paper and now writing materials. This display took 
you on a journey of all different sorts of writing materials that were used, from 
Bamboo to wood, linen and even peat. Her research and passion is top class. 
Wendy has displayed to us before, and if you can attend a live presentation of 
hers even better.

The full display is available upon request – adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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From my Desk

Shell Oil Company

I have quite a decent accumulation of Shell branded material. These are my latest 
additions.

Sticker for your car window

Letter addressed to the shell Company 1947

Branded envelope with the Shell Logo from 1954
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WITWATERSRAND PS

This is a hybrid meeting with members in the room as well as attendees via 
zoom, OBVIOUSLY this is my favourite meeting as it is my home society. We are 
attracting more online attendees who participate as well, that makes me happy.

Ian Matheson –  This 
time he has done a study 
on hope standing of the 

Cape of Good Hope 
stamps.

Diederik Viljoen–  showed  a very 
interesting display on The Siege of Paris 1870

The full displays are available upon request – adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

Local Club Meetings

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com


I like to visit as many societies as possible, and if time and budget allows I try and 
attend international exhibitions where I can. I am sharing my experiences with you 
in the hopes that you will join me in my philatelic journey and come and say hi. 
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WITWATERSRAND PS (Auckland Park)

Gary Pienaar–  Showed  various items from his 
Royal Tour collection

Danna Strydom, Howard Green and Jim Findlay
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WITWATERSRAND PS (Auckland Park)

Jim Findlay–  Showed  items that he reserved 
from his sons when they served.



Items of Interest

Well travelled ABW Cover – Clinton Hale

United Kingdom QV 1/2d x2 & 4d on London cover addressed to Mr. Geo Kroto, c.o. 
Messrs Tokata & Co., Tokyo, Japan. Post Said / Egypt 29 May 1901, transit strike, as 
well as Colombo / Ceylon and Hong Kong transit postmarks. 
Re-addressed Tokyo 6 Sep 1901 with Japan 2sen, 8sen & 10sen stamps to Mr. G 
Kroto, Passenger per “Kawachi Mai…” (Japan Mail S.S. Co.) to Japan, Port Said.
Re-addressed Port Said 5 June 1901 with Egypt 1m, 2m, 3m & 5m to Mrs. Dixon, c.o. 
Mr Boyes, Lady Frere, Cape Colony. Cape Town red censor strike, violet triangular 
censor strike. Cape Town, Queenstown and Eastern TPO Down 6 Nov 1901 transit 
strikes, with Lady Frere arrival postmark 19 Nov 1901.
Re-addressed Lady Frere 20 Jan 1902 with COGH 1/2d x4 and 1d x5 to Mr E 
Danvers, 17 priory Avenue, Horney, London, England with Cape Town 23 Jan 1902 
transit strike and Hornsey S.O. 15 Feb 1902 arrival postmark.

Probably the most well-travelled cover entering and leaving South Africa during the 
Anglo Boer War.
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Rear

Front



Dubai 2026
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