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Stamp collecting, also known as philately, has been a cherished hobby
for over a century. Each stamp holds a piece of history art and culture.

Stamping Spotlight: From my Desk:

Wendy Buckle - A History of Transvaal Return Letter Office

writing materials: animal, 1903 item

vegetable and mineral.

Shell Oil Company Material




From the Editor - adelbulpitt@gmail.com

The month of October is always very special in Pretoria as the Jacarandas are in full
bloom. I find that the burst of colour just lifts the spirit. | love Cape town with all its
offerings, but in October Pretoria is the best town in South Africa. One secret that |
can share with you all is that most of my zoom meetings are done in my pyjamas,
almost like television newsreader with his jacket and tie behind the news desk.
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Philatelic Calendar

Exhibitions
PATRON
EXHIBITION DATE AGE LINK

National-Stamp-Show-2025 | 3-6-Sep-2025 PESA PESA
Paar
NORBIA 2025 12-14-Sep2625 FERA Nordia2025
Sweden
PHHAKOREA2025 17-21-Sep2625 P Koerea2025
OHFFHAT25- 27—-310etober PFSA OHFHAT25-

2025
BEIRUT 2025 22-23 Nov 2025 FEPA Beirut 2025
DUBAI 2026 WSE 4-8 February FIP Dubai 2026

2026
BOSTON 2026 23-30 May 2026 FEPA Boston 2026
MACAU 2026 26 Junei 1 July FIAP Macau 2026

2026

Virtual
EXHIBITION DATE PATECE)NA LINK
SAVREX2025 Junre-2025 PFSA PFESA
AUSVIPEX Start 27 Nov 2025 APF Ausvipex 2025



https://stampssa.africa/
https://nordia2025.se/
https://www.f-i-p.ch/blog/2024/12/06/philakorea-2025-specialised-world-stamp-exhibition/
mailto:lj.heritage@gmail.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffepanews.com%2F%3Fp%3D23414%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlAxSmlPcWRuOTZtc3VJdQEebYYnXgQGUXyDrtMivkRZApQTxKFaNll9ZX2p8Khsr9WlyqENf1dZjB3m3sk_aem_rPeXeNszQ5gsl48iP4NrqA&h=AT0Dc0DiFXvXtrc-3032g9XUD8NTwsf59C11-I9Iq3B_H6AF6giTdeWVQOCXIY3eIMmNjQtCrDTAl0OCkOKnBABhscj3ug-GpSKryWhMGqmdOtkafkKW7Jqq9Ig3bui3M3Sa7evOHLr6RQ&__tn__=-UK*F
https://dubai2026wse.com/
https://web.cvent.com/event/bbbdc1d9-e50e-44dd-8bef-eb36c9d1251f/summary
https://www.macao2026.org.mo/
https://stampssa.africa/
https://ausvipex2025.com/
https://ausvipex2025.com/

Boston 2026 1 Tariff issues resolved

If you had concerns regarding the tariffs for the Boston 2026 Exhibition
herewith the latest press release from FEPA

Thomas M. Fortunato, BOSTON 2026 Public Relations Chair, reports from
BOSTON 2026.

Until this year, stamps and covers could be imported into the United States
under Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTSUS) 9704 free of duty. However,
several months ago, new country specific tariffs came into effect. This affected
philatelic material, which in turn, resulted in the global philatelic community
fearing that foreign participants at the upcoming Boston 2026 World Expo
would experience unacceptably high costs.

After close consultation with US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) over
the past several weeks, the Boston 2026 Organizing Committee is pleased to
announce that stamps and covers are, once again, tariff free for entry into the
US. Specifically, the initial ruling letter that resulted in philatelic tariffs has
now been ruled void ab initio (i.e., null from the beginning) and voided. A
new ruling letter holding that philatelic material covered by HTSUS 9704 is
again tariff free will be issued by the CBP in the next few weeks.

To ensure the free and smooth entry of philatelic material for the show, the
show organizers have hired a customs brokerage firm, Vantage Point
Services. They will provide foreign parties (i.e., dealers, auction houses,
postal administrations and commissioners) importing philatelic material
with the appropriate instructions and documentation for entry into the US.

The customs broker offers support at multiple ports of entry, including
Boston, New York, Miami, San Francisco and Los Angeles.

The Press Releasehttps://fepanews.com/.../PR -2025 -10-24 -
Importation  -Tauiff...
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Reader Submission

OBOCK i1 Ted Roberts

Historical Background

Obock was a small port on the Red sea(seemap) purchased by France in 1862 from a
local sultan. It wasto stay completely unoccupied by France until 1883. A post office was
openedthere in September1884.

ETHIOPIA

SOMALIA

ETHIOPIA

Location of the Republic of Djibouti in Africa Presentday border of the Republic of Djibouti

Philatelic Background

Obock initially used the stamps of the French colonial general issue, followed by
these stamps overprinted OBOCK The first regular issues, including postal
stationery, were of the French colonial A Gr o tygepof which some examples are
shown below.
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1892, No member: First regular issue of Obock



The secondregular issuewas notable for three unusual features. They were the first French
stamps with an entirely pictorial design. They were produced on laid paper with a

A quadgum dateedn. Finally, they had a simulated perforation around the whole
design but were issued imperforate . Someexamplesare shown below.

The used stamps al show the same cancelled
There was only one post office in Obock.

This unusual cancel
was possibly of

Paquebot origin?
The reverseof a10

centime stamp shows
clearly the unusual
gum pattern.




In 1893 , a post office was opened in Djibouti where there was a far better port than
at Obock. As Djibouti grew in importance, so Obock diminished in importance. Finally,
at the end of 1899, the post office at Obock was closed. After that, the complete stock
of stamps of Obock was transferred to Djibouti, where the post office already had its
own stamps inscribed Djibouti since 1894.

1899, 18 October:
From this date it wasdecreed that the stamps of Obock could be usedin Djibouti.
Examplesare shown below.
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1901, 12 November:
Due to atemporary shortage of low value
stamps it was allowed to bisect vertically
25c values of Obock. The right side
showing the i * (@s the example shown
here) could be used asa5 centime stamp.

1902, 15 April:
These stamps were issued
more than two yearsafter the
post office at Obock had
closed. They were intended
for usein Djibouti during one
of the shortages of low value
Djibouti stamps.

1902:
Further shortagesof 5 and 10 centime stamps led to these other
overprints on Obock, which, however, are now inscribed Djibouti.

For just over fifty years, the sole post office in the French Somali Coast was that
of Djibouti. Then in 1952, Four postal agencies were opened. One of these opened
on 1t November 1952, was at Obock



Heritage event

10 October 2025 we celebrate the 200 year anniversary of the birth ofPaul Kruger.

The newly added Numismatic and Philatelic sectioned was opened, showcasing
items from the collections of Victor Millard and Adél Bulpitt . It was opened by
Louwrence Erasmus  the President of PFSA

HULDEBLYKE AAN-
ADDRESSES 10~ /P KRUGER

Louwrence Erasmus and Jaco Schoonraad (Curator of the Kruger House)
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Souvenir de la visite en France

du Président KRUGER
NOVEMBRE 1900




Heritage event

10 October 2025 we celebrate the 200 year anniversary of the birth ofPaul Kruger.

The newly added Numismatic and Philatelic sectioned was opened, showcasing
items from the collections of Victor Millard

Louwrence Erasmus

Adél Bulpitt in front of her display

= |
BRITISH FLAG HOISTED AT PRETORIA 5TH JUNE 1800.

{Copyright.)

South African War Post Card, No. 8. Geo. Stewart & Co., Edin.

KRUGER ‘“STAGGERS HUMANITY ' BY FLIGHT.
»
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and Adél Bulpitt . It was opened by

the President of PFSA

' Preis1M

Uon 3. A. Wormser
in Pretotiae « o o

Huischliisse iiber die Ursachen
des sidafrikanischen Krieges

sowie iiber den Unterricht in

‘ e = = Transvaal = = «
.

Verlag von Hermann Seemann Nachfolger in Leipzig

The Germans raised funds to support
the Transvaal government by hosting
entertainment evenings which is
reflected in the brochure

The sender | Goothalds messag
B o bisréferring to Lord Roberts who
demanded the surrender of the Boers 0

from General Louis Botha



Last months ZOOM Experiences

There are a host of societies that have monthly zoom meetingsA great variety of
topics and areas are being covered, from the expert to the novice all are welcome.
Join in the fun, herewith a few snippets from what | have seen this month.

STAMPING WITH ADEL

Leon Jacobson showed us the registration markings of
SWA. He has done a lot of research and this display was a
precursor of his now book that will be published soon.

Registered mail is a service offered by postal services which allows
the sender proof of mailing via a mailing receipt and, upon request,
verification that an article was delivered or that a delivery attempt was
made.

Envelopes should carry a blue cross and an R in a circle, both
internationally recognised symbols of registered mail, the name of the
post office accepting the item and a unique serial number. The PO
name 1s either a label, a formal official cachet, hand written or other
miscellaneous markings.

SWA registered mail used a variety of such markings some of which to
be shown here appear to have been used on an ad hoc basis.

cX Wllsourn wesyarRIcn |

A unique (thus far)
example of the PO name
typed on a sheet margin.

ORDANGUA

j S Ondangua 24 VI 40;
V%cét W > : b/s Tsumeb 2? Jun 40;
Swakopmund -4 Jul 40.

The full display is available upon request I adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Alex Visser had adiscussion of correspondence to Sheila
Waters in Burghersdorp. This was interesting.
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» No backstamp - return address P Gill, NOTTS




STAMPING WITH ADEL

Bruce Berry - Showed some items from his Rhodesian
collection that showcased Famous people on Rhodesian
stamps. He had a very interesting analysis of the stamps issued.

09 - Social Servnces 10 - Public Awareness
S U rvey 08 - Science & Tech 0% 2%

Q7 - Special Events %

Results 5%

06 - Arts & Culture
6%

01-Lland &
environment
17%

Categories in order 05 - History __
of popularity: e
1) State & Nation

The Land

History

The Economy

Arts & Culture

Special Events

Public Awareness

The People

) Science & Tech

10) Social Services

02 - People
1%

\ 03 - Economy
7%
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04 - State & Nation
54%

Other famous personalities on Rhodesian stamps — Cecil John Rhodes

Born on 5 July 1853 in Bishop’s Stortford; went to Natal in 1870 & Kimberley in 1871
Est Gold Fields of South Africa in 1887 and De Beers Consolidated Mines in 1888

E SOUTHEEREN: Confession of Faith; Premier of Cape Colony in 1890; ‘Cape to Cairo’ railway vision
’ RHODESIA Obtained Royal Charter for the BSAC in 1889; Pioneer Column reaches Mashonaland
: in Sept 1890; supports Jameson Raid & resigns as Premier; ‘Rhodesia’ adopted 1898
4 * Died on 26 March 1902 in Muizenberg; buried at World’s View at Matopos
E : :
p
4 3 : 3
» 3 > ;
p i i
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» » il a >
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BSAC Golden Jubilee (1890-1940)  Southern Rhodesia Second Rhodesia and 1% Decimal definitive (new value)
- Issued on 3 June 1940 definitive (QE Il) Nyasaland definitive - Issued on 17 February 1970
- Issued on 6 —issued on 12 August 1959

February 1952




STOCKPORT PS

Phil Longbottom - showed his collection of
Ottoman and Nationalist Turkey (1901 -1923). It
was a very good display, and very well researched

Printed matter (matbua) overprints Postal stationery envelopes, first issue since 1871; 4 basic
r— types shown (out of 17 varieties) with bottom pair sold at
discount for foreign use; reduced by 25% relative to stamps at left.

Postage due stamps

16 May 1904: registered cover (back shown) from Galata to Salonica;
2x 20pa and 1kr internal stamps; double rate littoral tariff 2kr.

14 July 1903: Parcel card for a registered parcel of 1.905kg,
value 26,000krs, from Malatya to Mosul; tariff 130kr; 26x
Skrs stamps for internal use.

At this time parcel cards after use were retained by the postal
authorities.

21 December 1904: PPC from Trabzon to Amasya;
two 5pa stamps for foreign use, wrongly used.
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CARTE POSTALE

Ce cité ol exclusisement roseree @ Ladresse




SEEOPS

Hosted by Margaret Emmerson  ; Always a great meeting with good variety
of speakers and topics covered.

lan Matheson 1 Spoiled us with 2 displays for the
evening: Passenger and Goods Tax

. : - (Used July 1957)

UPASSENGERS AND G00DS TAX]

Photoshop reconstruction

“

Fare shown on ticket: 10 annas IH APWA ).

Tax shown on ticket: 1 anna 3 pies

PEPSU Tax Rate (one eighth)

Fare shown on ticket: 10 annas

Tax paid: 1 anna 9 pies

Punjab Tax Rate (one sixth) Gulzar Singh Patiala Service

HIMACHAL PRADESH PASSENGER TAX

ssponaibilit for unbooled Duggege
-enger travela ontirel ig «
get must be ghown OB
¥ :cle and Charpai a8
ahe Passenger tickol and o
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SEEOPS

lan Matheson 1 Spoiled us with 2 displays for the
evening: Late Postings of Belize

“TOO LATE” cachet

| posted my letter too late to
catch the postal service!

“LATE FEE” cachet

Pay a fee for the post office to
add late letters to the mailbag.

What can | do to catch the
post?

Rush the letter to the train, SUPPLEMENTARY
boat or plane. MAILS

The full displays are available upon request i adelbulpitt@gmail.com

THE FIRST MAIL SERVICE (23-24 May 1929)

Belize — Managua

By Air Mail (25 carried)

Par Avion

By Air Mail !

Par Avion

Belize — Havana
(26 carried)
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DAWLISH PS

Mick Bister 1 Showed a magnificent and interesting
display on Joan of Arc. This is a display | will watch again

Die and colour proofs by Abel Mignon

Flat plate booklets
National distribution
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Booklets printed off flat
plate presses feature a
gutter margin which is
the width of half a stamp
and a staple to attach the
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ALIM!NT ALIMlNT ALIMENT ALIH!N' AU"!NT pane tO the cover.
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B = press operator’s ID §

203 = 2 March (1929) Lhomme Chic 3

30 = printing press number porte l1a Bretelle ;
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CARLOS COURMONT. Concessionnaites CH > GUYOT %
28 rue Bergere PARIS (9m). S.165 Exigedle som CH: GUYOT. s chaque: puise %
En vente dans toutes les bonnes maisons de détail >

Advertising Agent: Carlos Courmont \-,\-p,-,\v\vvv/vvvvv\vé<

S.165: Series number

17



SAPO Corner

The Post Office is offering you the collector the opportunity to buy a special
Christmas gift this year.

The Price is R250.00 per Ostrich Egg

To order contact: sa.stamps@postoffice.co.za

2005 - Big 5 Series

2010 - 8t Definitive Series

OUTH AFRICK

NEW STAMP ISSUE
NOW AVAILABLE!

)
)
)

PRESIDENT
RAMAPHOSA
2024

Limited commemorative stamps available at selected post olﬁcos

VoI84Y HLNOS

PRESIDENT CYRIL RAMAPHOSA
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My Latest Acquisitions

Sometimes you are at the right place at the right time. | was lucky to pick
this item up at the local auction this month.

This is from the Returned Letter Office. There are two variations of the
coat of arms being small and large, imprinted on these envelopes.

The obliteration lines seen here were done after occupation.




Conundrum Corner

It is a regular occurrence when we have a meeting, and someone will show an item
that needs clarification one way or another. Sometimes, you get your answers, and

other times the whole room is stumped. | would like to take this opportunity to

appeal to you to assist in providing answers if you can. in our zoom meetings, but

we

donot a l

to assist if you can.

ways

find

the answer

wo u

Cover from an Italian Officer of the Italian, Eritrean Colonial Troops in Kassela, Sudan — 16/12/1900.

B [

P

5%

o
)

10 mils on an Italian Officer’s cover (Eritrea Military Emblem on Reverse) from Kassela to Roma

(Rome), Italy. With transit strikes on the reverse.

Relevant portion of the reverse
carried forward to the next slide.

Cover from an Italian Officer of the Italian, Eritrean Colonial Troops in Kassela, Sudan — 16/12/1900.

Copy of reverse brought forward

for reference.

COMANDO

Regie Truppe D’ Africa Comando.
Eritrean troops officered by Italian Officer & N.C.O.’s.

97 ¥1L1200

“

i

., 4

Berber - 2222

30/12/1900.

showing the Eritrean Colonial Army emblem on the flap and transit strikes.

Beni Souef - Caire (Cairo).

Rome — Italy — January 1901.
Receiving strike.

Reverse of Cover

Note. This type of envelope was only issued to Officers.

‘Wadi-Halfa —27/12/1900.

Continued.




HISTORICAL TIMETABLE FOR KASSELA.

Kassela was a few miles inside the Eritrea/Sudan border on the River Gash.

July 17, 1894 — Italian colonial forces from Eritrea captured Kassala from the Mahdists and garrisoned it.
1897 (Dec.). As Britain/Egypt pushed into Sudan, Anglo-Egyptian troops officially relieved the Italian garrison
Cover brought and took over Kassala; Italy handed the town back (partly to secure recognition of Italian Eritrea).

forward. From then on, the post was under Anglo-Egyptian control.

1898-1899 — Kitchener’s reconquest culminated at Omdurman (2 Sept 1898) and Umm Diwaykarat (24 Nov 1899);
the Mahdist state collapsed, and Kassala remained an Anglo-Egyptian Sudan garrison town.

HISTORY OF KASSELA.

The Battle of Kassala was fought on July 17, 1894, between Italian colonial troops and Mahdist Sudanese forces. Italian forces then
occupied the port of Kassala on the Gash River in eastern Sudan. As Kassala had previously been Egyptian the British/Egyptian
powers wanted it back as they began to regain the Sudan. Italy handed it to the British/Egyptian authorities in late 1897. The
Italians returned to Eritrea with an outpost at Treseney which was +- 38 miles away from Kassela but still on the River Gash.

Although there is no available reference to Italians still being stationed in Kassela, there is evidence of five known covers from
Ttalian officers having been posted from Kassela during this period. One is addressed to Sir Henry Evelyn Wood who had
previously been Sirdar of the Egyptian Army and another to an Italian Sergeant and Karen in Eritrea. In my mind this tends to lead
to the officers being stationed in Kassela as opposed to Eritrean mail being posted by an alternative route.

Taking into consideration that the Italians had captured Kassela from the Mahdists and had left when the British/Egyptian
authorities asked them to; and the fact that the common enemy were the Mahdist extremists, still at large in the desert. Add to this
that the Caliph of Egypt was also head of the Muslim Faith along the Red Sea coast reaching as far a British Somaliland in the east
it is not unreasonable to assume that there were Italian Officers with the British Army in Kassela in a liaison or advisory capacity.
So, until proved otherwise, I am assuming that the five covers originated form this source.

Cover from an Italian Officer of the Italian, Eritrean Colonial Troops in Kassela, Sudan — 16/12/1900.

10 mils on an Italian Officer’s cover (Eritrea Military Emblem on Reverse) from Kassela to Roma Relevant portion of the reverse
(Rome), Italy. With transit strikes on the reverse. carried forward to the next slide.

This is a request from Jamie Smith
It is interesting that this Italian soldier was in Kassela, as they were not based
there. The question is why was he there during this time?
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Z0OOM Happy Hour

Wendy Buckley is one of those philatelists with a very interesting collecting
field. From watermarks to paper and now writing materials. This display took
you on a journey of all different sorts of writing materials that were used, from
Bamboo to wood, linen and even peat Her research and passion is top class.
Wendy has displayed to us before, and if you can attend a live presentation of
hers even better.

A History of Writing Materials:
animal, vegetable and mineral

Wendy Buckle FRPSL

ASSOCIATION

DIIVIWIHL HSLLIYE

Stone

— REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE ——

“How many times must | tell you?
Stop drawing on the bloody walls!"

ITALIA € 2,80 © Punch magazine

The full display is available upon request i adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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Tombstone Arizona was founded and

named by the prospector Ed Schieffelin.
Target killer postmark in use 14.2.1881 to 31.5.1882
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POST CARD ®. CARTE P STALE
UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION &= :’j UNION POSTALE UNIVERBELLE
GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND

THIE RIDE FOR THE ADDRESS

WISTORY OF WRITING | PICTOGRAPHIC SCRIPT SUMERIAN TABLET

W ROTRA T

Barton in the Clay (now Barton-le-Clay), Bedfordshire
Barton in the Clay to St. Thomas, Danish West Indies 24.10.1903.
With St. Thomas arrival mark 13.11.1903. 1d foreign postcard
rate; rate in use 25.12.1898 - 31.12.1906




Metal

POST CARD.

THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDK
Write here fur ndassl Pustinge imly.

22 July 1946
Letter written on a thin sheet of copper
from a copper mine in Butte, Montana.

Belfast to Dungannnon 26 April 1904

Wood

Posted Morgan, Vermont 13 Aug 1948




Sweden TPO to Stockholm 24 July 1905
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