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Some Notes on Paul’s Display

In 2024, I bought Paul van Zeyl's Dorsland Trekker (Afr. 'Thirstland trekker') display from Kenny Napier
Auctions. His display of South African social and postal history covers a relatively obscure subject outside
of popular philatelic tastes. I thought it should be kept intact on-line as a tribute to Paul and his work.

The purpose of Paul's Dorsland Trekker display was to record the exodus of the Boers / Afrikaners from the
ZAR (Zuid Afrikaansche Republiek / Transvaal). Starting in 1874 in several groups of varying size they
crossed the arid Kalahari Desert of Bechuanaland in order to find land, first in Ovamboland before it became
a part of German SWA and eventually in Portugal’s southern Angola. It is a tale of faith, endurance and folly,
one that is now archived as an accessible PDF file on the South African Philately Club website.

Paul had scored 73 points with this 80-sheet Open Class exhibit at both Australia 2013 and at Marpex (Hilton,
Natal) in 2024 where he was awarded a Large Silver. I imagined I could build on Paul's work by adding more
postal history to it. However, I underestimated just how scarce Dorsland Trekker material is. As a respected
specialist dealer of long-standing Paul had advertised for and accumulated much of what little postal and
documentary material existed on a migration that began in 1874, ten years before the rudiments of a postal
service were introduced into the vast and remote areas which the Dorsland Trekkers crossed.

This first few pages are my introduction to a well-received presentation that I gave to the South African
Collectors Society in November 2025 in which I used the best of Paul’s material to provide a 30 sheet
overview of his Dorsland Trekker display. I was surprised that so many thought this rather shabby but
scarce material was so remarkable. But then I had forgotten that it had been put together by Paul, fondly
remembered by many as a wonderful dealer / historian. My display included a few of my finds by way of
an introduction to his. Foremost among these items of mine are FIG. 1, (page 1), a modern Airmail cover
showing the 1974 4c ‘Centenary of the Thirstland Trek’ commemorative stamp, as well as two further uses
of this issue as a map, FIG 2 above, and FIG 3 (control block, page 5) with exhibition card.
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1995. Advertisement. South African Philatelist.
Paul advertises for Dorsland Trekker material - and much more!

Contact editor@southafricanphilatelyclub.com if you have such material for sale.

A Curious Omission from Paul’s display!
The 1974 SWA 4c Centenary of the Dorsland (Thirstland) Trek.

Wagons roll across the Kalahari from the ZAR to Angola.



Going for Gold

If this display is to be a serious contender for a Gold award, it needs to add more relevant postal history
within a sharper, more attractive layout. It needs more original Dorsland Trekker postal history in the form
of covers, postcards, postmarks and stamps. This material is as rare as hen’s teeth and Paul has done his
best to flesh it out. I know there are some Angolan postcards sent from Humpata to the OFS in about 1895
that have been recorded. They would be very useful here. I will keep looking. It may take forever. What I
have noticed about Paul’s display is that he did not make the best use of some of his material. There are a
few useful items that came with Paul’s display which he had not yet written up or had ignored.One day
when I have the time I will use his and any new material I find to present this display in a new format.

A Good Sudden Ending

Those who get to the end of  Paul’s display may notice that it comes to a rather more sudden and abrupt
end than he intended. This is because section 8, ‘Angola’s War of Liberation’ is missing from the display
that I purchased having been sold off. Only two pages remain with this display. This is not a bad thing.
Perhaps the foremost reason for the sale of the lost material is the opinion of Gerhard Kamffer RDPSA, the
Marpex 2024 Jury Head, who says in the ‘Jury Report’ that “the last item is not relative to the story and
should be omitted”. Presumably he means section 8, ‘Angola’s War of Liberation’. As most collectors
aspire to winning a Gold Medal rather than a Large Silver, ( here a 12 point difference), the opinion of the
Jury about how a 73 point Large Silver can be turned into a 85 point Gold is useful. In this case, the Jury
has suggested the removal of items they regard as irrelevant ie. section 8, ‘Angola’s War of Liberation’.
This is so much much easier to do than being told that the display needs more and better material!

How to Improve this and other Displays

Judges are not always consistent in their rulings. Despite this, their opinions count. The best way to find
out what they think of your material is to put it into a competition where it will be judged. Failing that,
show it to colleagues who have won awards and ask them for their advice. If you know philatelic judges
show it to them privately to get their thoughts. The downside is that large parts of your beautiful display
may require a rewrite! How you respond to their criticism is up to you. Many philatelists do not enter
competitions because they are unwilling to submit to the rules and subjective whims of judges ruling on
issues like layout. However, if you can find out what they think is good, bad or ugly you will be in a much
better position to make important changes that will give you a head start at competition time.

Jury Report

I have included the Jury Report (next page) which states  their recomendations as to how his display can
be improved. Some things are simple and obvious, like having a heading on every page, a description of
the item - a postcard or a cover -  and not having too much text. This is always a negative in any competi-
tion. However, what Paul has to say is insightful and the reason I like this display so much. What  I dislike
most about it is his presentation, something not directly criticised in the Jury Report which awarded him 3
/ 5. Perhaps I am also guilty of being subjective! The fact is I know what I like and I do not like Paul’s
layout, such as it is. It could be much improved. First impressions are important. The protective sheets of
Paul’s display are old, thin, grubby, poor quality polyfolios. They create the impression that the display is
unloved by its creator. New and or  better quality polyfolios will create a much more positive impression.

Paul’s display has room for easily achieved improvement based on the jury’s recommended changes. This
could result in it quickly becoming a relatively easy achieved 75 point Vermeil. A Gold is probably an award
too far given the paucity of this material and the need to add good new examples for such a result. Still,
one never knows what tomorrow and the day after that will bring at the next stamp fair and auction....

Steve Hannath,
Email: editor@southafricanphilatelyclub.com

10th January 2026.
Cambridge.

PS: I will buy material related to the Dorsland Trekkers in Angola. Please email me if you are a seller.
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The End





1913. Postcard. MOOI RIVER NATAL ‘3 DEC 13’ to GB. (John G. Bain, Cape Town.)
At the end of a Day’s trekking, Boer’s inavariably formed a defensive laager.

Every story about a Trek should include an image of a laager, the Boer’s bastion against man and nature.

1927. Cover. HUMPATA ‘10 10 27’via LUANDA to STEYNSBURG, CP, SA.
This cover contained two letters, one each from Michiel van der Merwe and Lou du Plessis.

Both expressed concerns that repatriation under SA Consul E. Meyer might not happen.
These two men were prominent in the Humpata Trekker community and church. See Page 55.

Additional Material not used by Paul in his Display



1957. Program. Commemoration Festival (Monday, 9th July 1957).
Signed by its Chairman, George D. van der Smit, in Potchefstroom, 14 / 1/ 1999.


