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Stamp collecting, also known as philately, has been a cherished hobby 
for over a century. Each stamp holds a piece of history art and culture.
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In the same way that the month of January feels like the longest month, 
philatelically speaking it was also my busiest month in a long time. The festive 
season was most enjoyable and I trust that you are all well rested and ready for 
the new year. I saw so many different and interesting material that I simply 
couldn’t exclude any of them from this month’s newsletter. The South African 
Post Office has just released a new set of stamps and there are more to come, they 
are working hard at revamping the archives, and having seen the changes 
recently, I am excited about that. I have forfeited a few regular features this 
month as I am running out of space. I would like to remind you all that I have 
most of the presentations that I report on available if you wanted to see them.
February is also a good month to start working on your National exhibit, SAVPEX 
is in June and The nationals will be in Gauteng during September.
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From the Editor  - adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

While January is often perceived as a period of extended duration, from a philatelic 
perspective, it has been my most active month in some time. I trust you enjoyed a 
restorative festive season and are prepared for the professional pursuits of the new year. 
The volume of significant and diverse material encountered recently necessitated a 
comprehensive inclusion in this month's newsletter, which is why I have temporarily 
suspended certain regular features.
The South African Post Office has recently issued a new stamp series with further 
releases anticipated. Furthermore, their ongoing efforts to modernize and revamp the 
archives are highly promising for the future of knowledge capture and continuity. 
Please be reminded that most of the presentations I report on are available for review; I 
welcome requests should you wish to receive a copy. 
As we enter February, it is an opportune time to begin refining your National exhibits. 
Please keep in mind the upcoming SAVPEX in June and the National exhibition in 
Gauteng this September.
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Philatelic Calendar

Exhibitions
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EXHIBITION DATE
PATRON

AGE
LINK

DUBAI 2026 WSE 4-8 February 2026 FIP Dubai 2026

BOSTON 2026 23-30 May 2026 FIP Boston 2026

MACAU 2026 26 June – 1 July 2026 FIAP Macau 2026

BANDUNG 2026 27-31 August 2026 FIAP Bandung 2026

PHILATAIPEI 2026 20-25 November 2026 FIP Philataipei 2026

EXHIBITION DATE
PATRONA

GE
LINK

SAVPEX 2025 June 2026 PFSA PFSA

Virtual

https://dubai2026wse.com/
https://web.cvent.com/event/bbbdc1d9-e50e-44dd-8bef-eb36c9d1251f/summary
https://www.macao2026.org.mo/
https://bandung2026fiap.com/
https://taipei2026.post.gov.tw/taipei2026/en/Default.jsp?rnd=-1779065072
https://taipei2026.post.gov.tw/taipei2026/en/Default.jsp?rnd=-1779065072
https://stampssa.africa/


Reader Submission – Ted Roberts
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POSTAL HISTORY OF SOUTHERN NIGERIA TO 1901

Historical Timeline

1862: Colony of Lagos proclaimed.

1885: The Oil Rivers Protectorate was established.

1886: A charter was granted to the Royal Niger Company which controlled most of the trade in the
basin and delta of the Niger river.

1890 to 1897: The Lagos colony establishes a protectorate over most of Yorubaland to the north.

1893: The Oil Rivers renamed the Niger Coast Protectorate.

1900: On 1 January 1900, the Niger Coast Protectorate and the chartered territories of the
Royal Niger Company were combined to form the Southern Nigeria Protectorate.

Philatelie Timeline

1874: First issue of stamps of Lagos.

1887: Post offices of the Royal Niger Company use the stamps of Great

Britain. 1890: Stamps of Lagos used in the Lagos Protectorate

1892: Overprinted stamps of Great Britain issued to the Oil Rivers Protectorate.

1893: Distinctive stamps appear for the Niger Coast Protectorate.

1901: Stamps inscribed Southern Nigeria are issued for the Southern Nigeria Protectorate.



LAGOS

Five distinctive sets of Queen Victoria stamps were issued in Lagos. We show below
examples of the first four of these sets and on the next page the last QV issue. NONE
of the sets is complete. The dates shown are for the first stamp issued in each set

1874: Wmk crown CC, p12/

1876: Wmk crown CC, pl4

1884: Wmk crown CA, pl4

Postcard showing the old mission house of the (Anglican) Church Missionary Society.
This was for many years the only two story house in Lagos and, indeed, in the whole
of Nigeria. It is today a Museum

1882: Wmk crown CA, pl4



1887: Wink crown CA, 14

These are thy circular
datestamps used in Lagos, as
seen on stamps on the previous
page and here as well as the
postcards two pages on.
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Many QV Lagos stamps
weri cancelled with the eight-
barrec oval “killer” (hàrdly
guaranteec to create an
attractive used stamp} or the “L”
for Lagos killer.

“ B
• U 3 O •

Typical scene at Idumagbo on the coast of Lagos island.

@ O

This 2½d has the
largei “P” and “E”
compared with the
example above.
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1893: Local overprint of ½d on 4d.

This is the top strip of a sheet of 6x10 stamps, postmarked JA. 6‘ 1894.

1893 issue Id postcard to

London cancelled with the large

single circle datestamp LAGOS/

W.AFRICA of 19 Dec. 1896.

1893 issue outgoing half of a

Id + Id reply paid postcard

tn London cancelled with the

small single circle datestamp

LAGOS/W.AFRICA of 29 Jan.

1894.
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NIGER COAST PROTECTORATE

1893: First issue, Waterlow, no wmk

This issue was originally intended to replace the overprinted issue of Oil Rivers. As
shown below, that name was obliterated, not completely sucessfully, and the new
country name added in a somewhat cramped postion in the top margin.

Different shades of the

1d and 5d values.

Philatelic cover bearing the complete set of the first Niger Coast Protectorate

issue. Sent from Old Calabar River on Ap. 13‘ 1894.
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1894: Second issue, Waterlow, no wmk. Values to 1/- only.

1897: Third issue, Waterloo, wmk crown CA. Values to 10/-.

Cover to a relatively unusual‘ destination, Freetown, Sierra Leone. It is also

unusual in having stamps of the first and second issue. Registered at Old

Calabar on 20* Jul. 1894. Receipt cancel of Freetown 3’d Aug. 1894



Last months ZOOM Experiences

There are a host of societies that have monthly zoom meetings. A great variety of 
topics and areas are being covered, from the expert to the novice all are welcome. 
Join in the fun, herewith a few snippets from what I have seen this month. 
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KINGS LYNN PS

Andy Soutar - Hungarian Hyperinflation during  1945-1946: 
 The presentation was focused on the economic collapse and extreme monetary inflation 
experienced in Hungary. This is part of a broader series investigating how currency value 
rapidly eroded in that nation. By examining these historical events, Andy provided us 
with a detailed analysis of the causes and consequences of hyperinflation. Itis a 
specialised historical case study intended for an audience interested in economic history 
and financial instability.
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SEEOPS

Mick Carter - examined the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium in Sudan, 
featuring letters sent to international and domestic destinations via early air mail 
routesus enthralled with her display on the history of the Dover  Post Offices. 
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SEEOPS

Andy Soutar - catalogues the use of farthing stamps across various colonies, 
including Barbados, Bermuda, and the Cayman Islands. These slides detail how low-
value postage was introduced to accommodate specific needs, such as the delivery of 
local newspapers and postcards. Collectively, the visual evidence of envelopes, 
cancellations, and rare stamps provides a window into the evolving logistics of global 
communication within the British Empire
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SEEOPS

Jamie Smith - provided a detailed overview of British Somaliland’s military postal 
history, illustrating how postal artifacts reflect the region's strategic importance and its 
administrative ties to Aden. Britain's involvement in the region began in the late 1800s 
through agreements signed with Somali tribes. This was part of a broader effort to 
secure the Gulf of Aden, which served as a critical route to India. The sources highlight 
several key reasons for British interest in Somaliland.



15

ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY LONDON

Simon Martin-Redman -  Showed his magnificent collection  of Sarawak’s unique 
context and Extreme Scarcity: Early Sarawak covers are very rare due to the tiny 
European population during the mid-to-late 19th century. In 1843, there were only 16 
Europeans in the country, more than half of whom were crew members. By 1850, there 
were only 8 officers in the Rajah’s Civil Service, growing slowly to 32 by1890. Because 
the community was so small, almost every early letter originated from the Rajah (James 
or Charles Brooke), his family, or his immediate retinue. 
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MUFFIN BREAK - VANCOUVER

Chris Hargreaves -  we were treated to a talk about Arctic Mail. In 1929, the Canadian 
postal system underwent a transformative shift as it established the first official regular 
airmail service to the Arctic, moving away from slow, traditional methods such as dog 
sleds and summer river steamers, a process that took weeks or even months. The 
introduction of regular air service reduced this delivery time to just a few days. In 
January 1929, the Post Office Department eventually awarded the official contract for 
the Mackenzie River District to Commercial Airways Ltd. of Edmonton in late 1929.
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NEWPORT PS

Adél Bulpitt -  This was a visual history of the Shell oil company, tracing its identity 
from the early 1900s through the modern era. The materials highlight the evolution of 
the scallop logo, transitioning from realistic black-and-white sketches to the iconic red 
and yellow design used today. Featuring examples of historical advertising  and branded 
postal correspondence from various African branches. The display also highlighted the 
company’s presence on consumer goods such as wet wipes, Lego pieces, and car decals. 
Finally, the records include commemorative poetry and photographs of early service 
stations, illustrating the brand's long-standing role in global transportation
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Andy Soutar –  The focus was about magnificent postal history material that can still 
be bought on auction for a song. Specifically early European postal history, highlighting 
mail to and from Malta during the 18th and 19th centuries. His section showcases 
various historical covers, including a 1765 letter from Malta to France with scarce 
handstamps, a 1782 intact red wax seal on mail from Brussels, and an 1842 example of 
disinfected mail from Alexandria to Malta featuring "purified" handstamps and slits for 
fumigation. He also details transit routes and postage rates for mail between Great 
Britain, Italy, Switzerland, and Malta
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Jamie Smith - presented a detailed study of South African military correspondence 
during World War II. His section follows the movement of South African troops and the 
South African Air Force (S.A.A.F.) through North Africa, particularly Egypt and Libya, 
featuring covers from Port Tewfik, Cairo, and Tobruk. A significant portion of the 
material covers the experiences of Prisoners of War (POWs), including mail from camps 
in Italy and Switzerland, "Cinderella" stamps for food parcels, and the eventual 
repatriation of troops through camps in Brighton, England
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Keith Klugman – This display titled "Use of Embossed Natal Covers to Continental 
Europe," examines the rare application of the 1857 May & Davis embossed issue. He 
highlighted unique philatelic items, such as the only recorded embossed stamp use to the 
Isle of Man and rare 6d usages to France and Germany. His research provides specific 
postal rates and maritime routing details for 19th-century mail traveling from Durban to 
destinations like Rotterdam and Amsterdam.
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Edith Knight – This display titled "A Brief look at Mallorca in the 1920s," blending 
social history with philately. She illustrated the rise of the island as a holiday destination, 
detailing the difficult travel routes involving trains and Trans mediterranean ferries. Her 
presentation includes postcards and advertising materials from grand hotels of the era, 
tourist information labels used to raise funds for local projects, and maritime markings 
like the "Vapor Correo" cancel used for mail posted from ships.
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Ted Roberts – Ted explored the theme of "Animals on Stamps," with a specific focus 
on Moose and Caribou. He identifies the 1851/1859 Canadian "Beaver" as the first 
postage stamp to depict an animal and tracks the use of fauna in the early stamps of 
Newfoundland, including seals, dogs, and caribou. His section also features a patriotic 
cover from the Boer War depicting a bulldog, demonstrating how animal imagery was 
used for nationalistic purposes
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Terry Lynne Harris - Harris presents on the "Letter M: Monotremes and Marsupials," 
focusing on the unique wildlife of Australia and the Americas. She defines monotremes 
as the only egg-laying mammals, featuring the platypus and echidna, and notes that 
while 70% of marsupial species are found in Australasia, the remaining 30% are located 
across the Americas. Her section is illustrated with a wide variety of modern Australian 
stamps featuring animals such as the numbat, Tasmanian devil, koala, and wombat.
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HARROGATE PS

Diederik Viljoen - This presentation details the Newspaper Revenue stamps 
introduced in Austria from 1853 to 1900. These stamps served as a tax on imported 
foreign newspapers that were not ordered through Postal Union subscriptions. Various 
stamp designs were highlighted, including the initial 1853 imperforated issues showing a 
large crown and the 1890 perforated issues. He notes that stamps were ideally attached 
directly to the newspaper so authorities could easily verify payment
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HARROGATE PS

Michael Torreggiani – This was an historical and philatelic account of Napoleon 
Bonaparte’s invasion of Malta. In June 1798, Napoleon seized the island from the 
Hospitaller Knights of St. John after the Grandmaster, Ferdinand von Hompesch, failed 
to reinforce defences. The section describes how French rule became unpopular due to 
new taxes and the looting of churches, leading to a local insurrection and a British 
blockade. The French eventually surrendered to the British in September 1800.
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HARROGATE PS

Rodney Knight – The focus was on the dissemination of news following the Battle of 
Waterloo. He presents a letter sent from Bilbao to Santander on July 11, 1815, which 
discusses "good news" from France regarding the end of the war. Notably, the letter 
mentions that early reports of Napoleon’s death were false, reflecting the confusion and 
"thousand lies" circulating at the time.
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HARROGATE PS

Bill Tait – This display explores the philatelic history of the Saar region, particularly its 
connections to Marshall Ney, a Napoleonic commander born in Sarrelouis. It covers the 
French occupation of Germany after both World Wars, the creation of the Saar territory 
by treaty in 1920, and various referendums. He displays stamps ranging from 1920 
"Sarre" overprints to the final 1959 issues before the territory’s full postal integration 
into West Germany.
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HARROGATE PS

Robert McMillan– This display provides a comprehensive history of postage due 
markings and stamps used in Hull from 1911 to 1970. He examines various reasons for 
these charges, such as underpaid postage, the use of invalid foreign stamps, and items 
"posted out of course". The presentation tracks the evolution of Hull’s specific cachets and 
the transition of postage due stamps until their cessation due to decimalization in 1970.
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STOCKPORT PS

Jamie Smith – The presentation covered the postal and fiscal history of Nyasaland, the 
African territory known today as Malawi, during the early reign of Queen Elizabeth II. It 
showcases various postage stamps featuring the monarch, including commemorative 
issues for the Rhodes Centenary Exhibition and the 1953 Coronation. Beyond standard 
mail, the text highlights specialized items such as revenue stamps used for government 
duties and Bills of Exchange involving British financial institutions. Technical philatelic 
details are also noted, specifically regarding perforation changes and unique postal 
markings from railway post offices. Furthermore, the collection provides a glimpse into 
the region's political landscape, referencing the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland and 
the social tensions of the mid-1950s. 
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LEISTON PS

David Learhart – The primary focus of the display is the historical study of British 
revenue stamps, spanning a period of over two hundred years. Specifically, the content 
tracks the evolution of fiscal markings used by the government between 1694 and 1902. 
By detailing these dates, the source highlights the long-term development of taxation 
and administrative history in Great Britain. This scholarly overview serves as a record of 
a specialized lecture intended for collectors and historians interested in postal and fiscal 
artifacts.



31

FORCES POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Jean Wang – This interesting display was of a collection regarding WWI Cigarette 
Parcel Cards, focusing on the "Tobacco Funds" set up by organizations to send tobacco to 
soldiers overseas. It detailed how donors provided funds for cigarettes and tobacco, 
which were then sent duty-free to the front lines. A key component of this system was the 
reply postcard included in parcels, which allowed soldiers to thank donors and provided 
a tangible connection that stimulated further contributions. This was illustrated with 
specific examples, such as a card from a soldier in the 2nd Battalion Duke of Cornwall's 
Light Infantry (DCLI) mailed to Hong Kong and another from a member of the 1st 
Connaught Rangers mailed from Iraq.
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FORCES POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Peter Stockton – This was a detailed showing of the postal history of the French 
Battleship Richelieu spanning from 1944 to 1947. His display tracked the ship’s 
movements and operations through various postal covers and hexagonal "Bâtiment de 
Ligne Richelieu" cachets. Key locations documented include the ship operating off the 
Norwegian coast with a British carrier task force, passage to Colombo via Suez, and a 
refit in Casablanca. The presentation also covered later periods, such as the ship renewal 
of operations in the Pacific against Japan, its presence in Indo-Chinese waters in 1946, 
and its time as the flagship of the French Mediterranean Fleet off Ora
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FORCES POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Jamie Smith – Jamie presented a historical overview of military actions in Sudan 
from the late 19th century through World War I, told through postal artifacts. The 
synopsis began with Kitchener’s 1896 advance to take control of Sudan for Great Britain 
and Egypt, featuring covers from camps like Wadi-Halfa and Suakin where stamps were 
often unavailable. Smith highlighted the 1898 Fashoda Incident involving French 
disputes and the 1916 Invasion of Darfur, where independent Sultan Ali Dinar was 
defeated by a force led by Lieutenant-Colonel Philip Kelly. The presentation concluded 
with information on the Sudan Defence Force, a locally recruited British-led force 
formed in 1925.
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FORCES POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Peter Webb – Peter explored the complexities of WWI Indian Hospital Ships, 
specifically those requisitioned and funded by the Indian Government or staffed by the 
Indian Medical Service (IMS). He provided criteria for what designated a ship as 
"Indian" rather than "British," noting that crewing and secondment were often complex 
and not "black and white". The display featured several vessels, including the HMHS 
Ellora, which served the Bombay-Basra shuttle, and the HMHS Gascon, which was 
involved in Gallipoli evacuations. Webb utilized letters from personnel, such as a 
reluctant patient on the Ellora and medical officers on the Varsova and Takada, to 
illustrate the human and administrative side of these floating hospitals.
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TWICKENHAM AND DISTRICT PS

Diederik Viljoen – This display focused on Austrian Postage Due Covers (1894–
1935), noting that while Austria issued these stamps until 2002, Germany never issued 
its own, often using Austrian stamps in states like Bavaria until 1938. He details the 
evolution of stamp designs, which were all printed without watermarks and saw frequent 
changes in currency (Heller/Krone to Groschen/Schilling) and paper shades. His 
synopsis includes Field Post cards sent without postage during WWI and the use of 
bisected stamps in 1924 to manage the rapid devaluation of the Krone.
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TWICKENHAM AND DISTRICT PS

Jamie Smith – discussed East African Postage Due Covers, specifically the postal 
union between Kenya, Uganda, and Tanganyika. He highlights a significant 1933 notice 
from the Deputy Postmaster General in Dar-es-Salaam regarding the introduction of 
Postage Due Labels. His examples illustrate how international shortages were handled, 
such as a cover from South Africa deemed short by 100 French Gold Centimes, which 
was then taxed 1/- in Tanganyika. He also demonstrates "double taxation" scenarios 
where mail was taxed upon arrival and taxed a second time if it was redirected to another 
office.
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TWICKENHAM AND DISTRICT PS

Patrick Reid – This is a detailed case study of a single 1892 underpaid cover traveling 
from Cooktown, Queensland to Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. He breaks down the complex 
postal mathematics of the era: the cover was prepaid 10d but was 2½d short for its 
weight step, resulting in a 25 Centimes tax that was converted to 10 cents upon arrival in 
Canada. Reid meticulously traces the geographical route of the cover using backstamps, 
tracking its journey via the SS Monowai to San Francisco, then by rail through Chicago, 
Detroit, and Buffalo before reaching the Canadian coast via ferry from Boston.
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MILCOPEX 2026

Adél Bulpitt – This talk outlined the evolution of postal history, contrasting traditional 
philately with modern research methodologies. While conventional study focuses on the 
physical rarity and design of stamps, postal history emphasizes the routes, rates, and 
human context behind mailed items. Historically, collectors relied on manual ledgers, 
personal expertise, and physical tools like magnifying glasses to document usage. Today, 
digital archives and AI-assisted pattern recognition offer a more efficient way to build a 
census of material and verify claims. Despite these technological shifts, the core pillars of 
analysis—technical accuracy and defensible explanations—remain the foundation of the 
field. This modern approach acts as a bridge between generations, allowing researchers 
to spend more time interpreting the human experience captured within primary source 
documents.
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ZOOM Happy Hour

Jamie Smith entertained us with a detailed overview of the Stamps and Postal History 
of Persia, focusing on the reign of Shah Muzaffaradin Guizha. He highlighted the 
challenges in identifying genuine stamps due to numerous forgeries and reprints, 
emphasizing the need for caution when collecting Persian stamps. The presentation 
covered various issues, including definitive stamps, surcharges, overprints, and control 
marks, with examples of both genuine and suspected forged items. He noted that many 
of the stamps in his collection originated from an accumulation by Iranians in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, and he aimed to document the philatelic history of Persia. 
The conversation ended with discussions about the challenges of stamp forgery in 
different countries and the impact it has on the philatelic market.
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WITWATERSRAND PS - Woodmead

The full displays are available upon request – adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

Local Club Meetings

Jim Findlay – This presentation documents the history and operations of the No. 1 
Army Postal Regulating Depot in Durban, South Africa, during World War II. Established 
in 1942 following the closure of Mediterranean shipping routes, this facility served as a 
vital logistical hub for mail moving between the United Kingdom and Allied forces 
stationed across Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. Under the leadership of Captain G.G.D. 
Coleman, the depot managed the sorting, redirection, and tracking of military 
correspondence using specialized cachets and field post offices. It highlights specific air 
and sea routes, such as the Horseshoe Route, which maintained communication lines for 
troops in remote theatres. By showcasing various stamped envelopes and postal markings, 
the source illustrates how the unit handled complex tasks like locating evacuated 
personnel and returning undeliverable letters to their original senders. Overall, the 
material provides a detailed philatelic record of the administrative efforts required to 
sustain military morale through reliable postal services.

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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WITWATERSRAND PS - Woodmead

The full displays are available upon request – adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

Ian Matheson – This presentation covers the philatelic history of British Honduras 
during the First World War, specifically focusing on the production of postage and 
revenue stamps. The materials detail various production stages, including trial printings 
on dummy stamps and the use of the "Leaves" keyplate for denominations ranging from 
one cent to five dollars. Significant attention is given to the War Tax stamps issued by the 
British Empire and the specific overprinting techniques, such as the burelé or moiré 
patterns, utilized by the printer De La Rue. By citing historical references like the Colonial 
Office Journal and the Royal Philatelic Society London, the sources provide a technical 
overview of specimen overprints and registered envelope designs from the 1914–1918 
era. These records serve as a specialized guide for understanding the postal stationery and 
monetary imprints used in the West Indies during this global conflict.

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com


Dubai 2026
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