GSWA Governor Seitz
and the Campaign for the
Return of Germany’s ‘Lost Colonies’.

Dr Theodor Seitz 1863 - 1949.

Dr. Theodor Seitz, (right), was the fifth and last Governor of GSWA (German South
West Africa). After its defeat in WW1 Germany was forced to accept the punitive
terms of the 1919 Versailles Treaty which resulted in the loss of its European empire
and all of its overseas colonies. From 1920 until 1933 Seitz lead the Colonial
Society's campaign for the return of Germany‘s ‘Lost Colonies’.

Seitz (born Mannheim, 1863 - died 1949) obtained a PhD in Law at Heidelberg
University. After a period in local government administration, he transferred to the
German Foreign Office in 1894. He was sent to Cameroon in 1895 where he was
appointed Governor in 1907. Five years after the Herero / Nama Genocide for which
he was not responsible he became the last German Governor of GSWA, a post he
held from 1910 - 1915 when he surrendered the colony to invading British Empire
(South African) forces. Seitz tried to negotiate a last minute face-saving armistice
with the Union of South Africa’s warrior Prime Minister, General Louis Botha, but his
pie-in-the-sky plan for a neutral German colony in northern SWA was flatly rejected.

With defeat inevitable Seitz feared the damage a propaganda ‘G.R.1.” overprinting on GSWA
stamps would do to Germany’s long-term prestige. In April 1915 he ordered all the stamps of the
German colony to be brought to him so that they could destroyed. He was determined to avoid
the same postal humilation that befell the two Boer republics during the South African War, (1899
-1902). On Ist May 1915 GSWA's “Chief Cashier” ( Kassierer) , presumably Dr Hans von
Heydebreck, the senior treasury official, arrived in Grootfonten with the remaining stock of the
colony's stamps. This comprised mostly the 1906 - 1914 “Yacht’ issue (below), 1900 revenues
(right), registration labels, etc., and some of the colony’s datestamps. During the middle of May
GSWA stamps worth “some 300, 000DM” (Putzel / von Schurmann) were burned and destroyed in Grootfontein.

SA forces did not
capture enough stamps
tomakea'GR.L.' over-
print issue possible.
They do not exist
except as a figment of
the imagination! What a
wonderful SWA
collecting area was lost!
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Above and right, the
1906 - 1914 GSWA issue
of ‘Kaiser’s Yacht’
stamps. The examples
overprinted ‘G.R.I.’ right
are a fabrication of what
might have been. If only!
Read on.....



Among GSWA stamps destroyed in Grootfontein were high value 1906 ‘Yachts’, like the 5
Mark greenish-black and light red (right) used and cancelled in GROOTFONTEIN ‘17 8 14°.

After GSWA was occupied the German colonial postal service ceased to exist. its post offices

soon running under Union military control. Seitz's destruction of the GSWA stamp stock forced
the Union to introduce its own stamps into SWA in July 1915. The Union stamps used in SWA
before January 1923 are known as ‘Forerunners’. Ironically, the first SWA issue was a ‘SOUTH

WEST AFRICA. ZUID-WEST AFRIKA’ overprint on the Union’s 1913 definitives, the so-called
‘King’s Heads’. It would not be until 1931 that SWA got a distinctive stamp design that was not a Union overprint.

Tony Howgrave-Graham, a leading authority on German SWA WW 1 postal
history, says "both Wikipedia and SA History say that Seitz was interned
until 1919. I don't believe it. Internment is significantly different to
parole. Internment suggests a POW camp and Seitz wasn't in any of these.
Parole is more like house arrest though laxer and with permission you
could travel. Seitz is on the list of parolees with "outstanding" by his
name . I don't know exactly what this means - possibly he hadn't signed
the "I promise to be a good boy" document. I guess he spent the war
somewhere comfortable. It's strange but no-one seems to know where. I've

never seen any of his correspondence.”

Yerlorenes — dody nidyt vergeffenes Zand

ns Berg Jollt du dir graben
Dies Wort als wie in Stein:
as wir verloren haben,

Darf nidyt verloren fein!

Paul Warnde

The photo (left) shows the Mayor of Windhuk surrendering the
town to General Botha. As a civilian the Mayor remained free but
subject to military law. It is not known what happened to Seitz after
he surrendered with German forces at Korab on 9th July 1915. In
wartime it is customary to offer senior captured civil servants and
military officers the comforts of parole. The difference between
parole and internment is the degree of restriction. Seitz would have
been offered the terms of parole - do not to attempt to escape or
resume fighting for Germany - or be interned in a POW camp
behind barbed wire with no freedom of movement. He would have
been expected to accept parole. He almost certainly did. The
cachet (below) is from the Officers’ POW Camp in Swakopmund.
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Once the war was officially over in 1919 Seitz was quickly
repatriated to Germany, a country in a profound post-war crisis.
The Kaiser had abdicated, the Empire had fallen and a new, fragile
democracy, the Weimar Republic, was struggling to hold the centre
against revolutionaries and monarchists. Germany’s proud military
and its industrial base was crippled by restrictions imposed by the
punitive Treaty of Versailles. The payment of war reparations was
financially devastating. Added to these chaotic changes was the
humiliating loss of its European territories and overseas colonies.
This was explained by the growth of a socially fracturing "stab-in-
the-back" myth that blamed German Jews and Communists.

An intense feeling of national breakdown greeted Seitz on his
arrival back on German soil. Some postcards from the immediate
post-WWTI period in Germany reflect the extreme political, social,
and territorial disruption of the era. A postcard of 1919, (left),
shows a map stating "Lands forsaken - but not forgotten”. It was
the start of the movement to reclaim German pride and territory. A
Map (next page) of 1928 shows the extent of lost “Volk’ and land.

The loss of historic imperial German territory in Europe was as
devastating to the proud German psyche as financial reparations
were to its prudent and resentful pocket. East Prussia became a
geographically isolated exclave cut off from the rest of Germany by
anarrow Polish Corridor. Danzig, now a 'Free City' was surrounded
by Poland. Alsace-Lorraine went to France, Northern Schleswig to
Denmark; Eupen-Malmedy to Belgium; (continued page 4 ........... )



Von Lettow-Vorbeck: The Only German General to Return Home Undefeated.

General Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck.
Circa 1936. Frontspiece. (Deutchsland Kolonien, Hinz & Kuster AG,).
By WW1's end von Lettow-Vorbeck was Germany s undefeated ‘Lion of Africa’.

Colonel (later General) Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck was the resourceful commander of a small German force of about 14,000
men (3,000 German Schutztruppe and 11,000 native African askaris) in GEA (German East Africa). He served in GSWA
from 1904 - 1907 during the Herero War where he gained invaluable experience in bush fighting. He was appointed
military commander of GEA in 1914. He repelled a British landing at Tanga in November 1914, the greatest German victory
of WW1 in Africa. Resorting to guerilla warfare, he hoped to influence the war in Europe by pinning down some 300,000
British (including South African, Rhodesian and Indian), Belgian and Portuguese troops. By war’s end, he remained
undefeated with a force of 1,200 still in the field. He returned home to a hero’s welcome in Germany in March 1919.
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1928. Map. ‘The Dismemberment of Germany". Commissioned by the government for school books.
1t depicts German and Austrian territorial and population losses under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles.

cont....... the Hultschin to Czechoslovakia and the Memel to Lithuania. Parts of West Prussia and Upper Silesia went to
Poland. The coal-rich Saar Basin was placed under the control of the League of Nations in order to guarante the payment
of reparations to France for Germany's destruction of its coal mines. It would not be returned to Germany until 1935.

The misleading stab-in-the-back” betrayal blamed Jews and Communists on the Home Front for Germany's defeat in the
trenches. Despite the fact that some 100,000 Jews had served in the German armed forces during WW 1, many with
distinction, many Germans accepted this untruth. One man who knew it was a spurious and tendentious lie was Adolf
Hitler, the Nazi Party leader. He had served under two Jewish commanders on the Western Front, one of whom
recommended him for an Iron Cross First Class, an unusual decoration for a mere corporal. It was an award which Hitler
was inordinately proud of and which he would die wearing. Hitler's anti-semitism grew virulent only after WW1 and not
from negative personal experiences of Jewish soldiers during it. He retained a lingering personal regard for the two
Jewish officers with whom he had served Given his guiding hand in the Holocaust, Hitler surprisingly protected both
men from the worst of his Nazi persecution after he came to power, even allowing one to emigrate to the USA.

In 1920 Seitz was elected President of the German Colonial Society in Berlin which had been founded in 1887 during the
'Scramble for Africa' that followed the Berlin Conference of 1885. In the late 19th c. the Colonial Society’s was Imperial
Germany's main lobbying organisation for the promotion of an overseas empire. Its main goal was to promote an
expansionist German colonial policy that supported settlers, businesses and missions in the colonies. It used education
(posters, lectures, exhibitions) to create public awareness while at the same time lobbying politicians and the Kaiser’s
government. It organised colonial fairs and school programs with a 'German superiority' racial ideology and a ‘civilizing
mission’ narrative. Before WW1, the Society was hugely influential with close ties to business, the church and the
military. In 1914 on the eve of WW 1 it had about 15,000 members. In 1916 in the middle of WW 1 when Germany had lost



all its colonies but GEA, the Colonial Society busied itself planning for a colonial empire in Aftica, the so-called ‘Deutsch-
Mittelafrika’. In the Colonial Society’s defence, Germany at this time still had a realistic chance of winning the war in Europe.
However, in 1919, the reality for the Colonial Society was that of humiliating defeat and the loss of empire and all its colonies.

GSWA became a South African mandated territory in 1919; GEA went to Britain as Tanganyika; Rwanda and Burundi
went to Belgium; Kamerun was partitioned between France and Britain. German Togoland was partitioneed in 1914 with
most of its territory going to French Togo, less to Britain's Gold Coast. German New Guinea was divided with Australia
administering its eastern end (Kaiser-Wilhelmsland) as the Territory of New Guinea. Many of Germany's Pacific islands
were given to Japan or became League of Nations mandates administered by Britain, New Zealand and or Australia.

Germany's Kiautschou Bay concession in China had been captured by Japan during WW. Its
award to Japan lead to largescale Chinese protests and an international dispute. Kiautschou
was returned to China in 1922 but was seized again by Japan during the Second Sino-Japanese
War, 1937 - 1945, the precursor to Asia’s WW2. With German Samoa transferred to New
Zealand, the Colonial Society was left with nothing but an echoing, empty building in Berlin.

Thus deprived of its purpse the Colonial Society became a political pressure group arguing for
the return of German colonies until dissolved in 1936. Seitz was elected to lead this hollowed-
out cause because he was a lawyer and an ex-Governor with first-hand experience of ruling
colonies. His supporters saw him as a respected authority, one who argued that Germany had
ruled efficiently and justly. As President and later Honorary President of the Colonial Society
(1920 - 1936), Seitz would energetically campaign for the return of Germany's lost colonies. He
published defenses of German colonial rule and promoted the idea that Germany’s global
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status depended on regaining its lost colonies. He wrote a colonial history, ‘On the Rise and Fall of German Colonial
Power’, (above right) and supported the issue of various propaganda ‘Mourning Stamp’ labels from 1923 on, (below).

Germany's defeat in war was underlined by its stamps being overprinted with the names of
new European territories now 'free' of German influence. These overprints appear most
often on "Germania" stamps. Each of these distinct philatelic overprint issues reveals the
extent of Germany's defeat in Europe in WW1 and the Treaty of Versailles' negative impact
on post-war German self-determination. They remain a philatelic reminder of Germany's
defeat, surrender and the anarchy and chaos that followed in the streets of the Weimar
Republic as communists and fascists fought for control of the country’s political future.
Most of these new territories would be short-lived (and German re-occupation even
shorter!). The loss of Germany's wider European empire infuriated Hitler who swore

revenge as a matter of German honour and pride. His priority was the restoration of Germany as the leading European power

with reclaimed and expanded territorial integrity. Its lost overseas colonies would have to wait.

Seitz's movement to regain Germany's overseas colonies was a
popular one that appealed to many Germans, even those tired of war.
His promotion of the twin themes of restoring German pride and
national renewal through colonial achievement enjoyed wide support.
The Nazis went along with Seitz and the Colonial Society because its
patriotic activities sustained Hitler's ambition to restore Germany to
what he saw as its rightful leadership role in and over Europe. What
the Nazi leader did not publicly state to any but his inner circle was
that the return of Germany's lost overseas colonies was of much less
importance than the goal of achieving 'Lebensraum’, (German. 'living
space'), in Eastern Europe. Anyone who had read Hitler’s 1925
autobiography, "Mein Kampf”, (German. My Struggle), knew that he

was wary of demanding the return of Germany’s lost colonies too soon. It was not something he could deliver in the
short-term. He believed in patience and waiting for the right moment, one that would come after a future war had been
won. He denounced the colonial agenda as "silly chatter without thought of practicality”. He had a point.

During the years of the Weimar Republic (1919 -1933) , the Colonial Society acted as a patriotic propaganda organisation
rooted in Germany's defeat and the loss of its overseas colonies. As it assumed a presence in nationalist politics it
inevitably and increasingly associated with right-wing nationalists and the anti-Versailles movements. During this
troubled time German Republicans within the Weimar Republic began to prove themselves unable to physically and
politically match the paramilitary Free Corps and Hitler's growing Nazi (National Socialist Democratic Workers' Party)
movement. Perhaps Seitz grew wise to Hitler’s long game and began to suspect he was wasting his time? Perhaps
rubbing shoulders with Nazis was too much and too ugly for him. Seitz is not recorded as joinng the Nazi Party. In 1930
he stepped down from his duties as President of the Colonial Society to become its less involved Honorary President.




“Never Forget! Commemorative stamps in Mourning for the 19 Territories stolen from Germany”
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In 1933 Hitler became German Chancellor, later assuming complete rule after President
Hindenberg's death. Many Germans now expected Hitler's lip-service to the Colonial Society
to bear fruit. The Nazis had tolerated and encouraged the colonial groups whose rhetoric
fitted their ideas of colonial expansion and racial superiority. The cry for the return of
Germany's colonies now became louder and more organised. The Colonial Society was not
immediately affected by the Nazi seizure of power but its days were numbered. In 1933
Hitler's established the RKB (Reichskolonialbund or Reich Colonial League) led by General
Franz von Epp, a personal friend of Propaganda Minister Josef Goebbels. As a result, the
German post office issued a set of four ‘Coloniser’ stamps in 1934 celebrating 50 years of
African colonial history (right). These show Adolf Luderitz (GSWA), Gustav Nachtigal,
(Togo and Kamerun), Carl Peters and Heinrich von Wissmann, (both GEA). All four were key
German figures in the late 19th-century ‘Scramble for Africa’.

In 1936 the Colonial Society achieved a front-page hit in the New York Times (10th February)

with an article that trumpeted "GERMANY INSISTS SHE OWNS COLONIES LOST IN WORLD WAR". Perhaps the
stridency of this piece strained the relationship between the Nazis and the Colonial Society to breaking point. The Nazis
dissolved the Colonial Society in1936 and transferred its functions to the state-controlled RKB which continued its
program to promote the return of the lost colonies. Goebbels began an intense domestic campaign in which Dr. Heinrich
Schnee, former Governor of GEA and a new Nazi convert, was praised as the "intrepid defender of German colonial

1938 Cover. ‘25 6 38 to ZURICH ‘27 VI 36°.
Untied RKB era label “How much longer without colonies?”
The label was affixed to the cover after the dissolution of the Colonial Society in 1936.

claims". The Nazis scheduled "no fewer than 341 lectures at universities and high schools in Germany and Austria....
Since the Summer of 1934 no fewer than forty-one German doctorate theses have had colonies as their subject”. The
politics of the lost colonies both domestic and foreign now came under the authority of Joachim von Ribbentrop, the
Foreign Minister. Hitler told the pro-colony lobby what they wanted to hear but never wavered from his "continental
concentration” on 'Lebensraum’. Hitler remained steadfast in directing Germany to find new land in the Russian East.



The Berlin-Pankow Colonial Postage Stamp Show: 9 - 10 January 1937

One way in which the RKB kept the memory of the ‘Lost Colonies’ alive was to hold a Colonial Postage Stamp Show. The
two postcards below were issued to advertise the Show in Pankow, Berlin, to stamp collectors.

The top card

KOLONIAL- . : = hgsapre—
BRIEFMARKEN-SCHAU : . s printed 6Rpf

green

Hindenburg
Medallion

stamp while

the lower one
has a SRpf
bright green

Luftpost
Airmail stamp.

NES AT 1T T A e LA At
PATAT A TR A

FATCNEE ALY \ AL ,-'; g e ;",._.,.""J ':__L I J-Lf;r‘u_l.{
BERLIN-PANKO\W 2-10.1.1937
B.S.V. PANKOW

1937. 2 x Postcards. Colonial Postmark Show. Berlin - Pankow 9 - 10 1 1937.
Cancelled with Commemorative Schutztruppe postmark, possibly GSWA.
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Both have been
cancelled with a
special postmark
showing a
typical colonial-
era Schutztruppe
and fort. This
was only used at
the show to
cancel these
postcards.
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Maps of Lost German Colonial Territories!
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Bild /Image 14: Togo
12 April 1941

“The African explorer
Gustav Nachtigal
helped raise the German
flag in Togo.

The old coat of arms of
the "model colony".
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Bild /Image 20:
Karte von Kamerun
24 May 1941

“Adolf Woermann
1847-1911
The acquisition of
Kamerun by the Empire
can largely be
attributed to his
actions.

The old coat of arms of
the protected area”.

This map might be
useful to anyone
creating a display.
Please feel free to
download the PDF file
or copy it. If the
resolution is not good
enough for your needs,
email the SAPC
requesting a higher
resolution image.
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DEUTSCH-SUDWESTAFRIKA

mouugie(en lanbdeten im 15, Sabrbundert in Sadwefls
afeifa in der Begend bed beutigen Kap Crofi (Kreuys
fKap) und nabmen dad Land in Befis. Jum Jeiden das
fiir ercidbteten fie eine fleinerne Sdule, die beute im
Mufeum fiir Meeredtunde ju Berlin aufbewabrt rwird.
Grft cund dreibundert Jabre fpdter gelangten Madys
tichten in die boldnbdifde Kaptolonie, daf in dem Be:
biet ndedlidy ded DranjesFluffes Gold
und RKupfer gefunden feien, unbd bdaf
weit im MNordben Sdivarie mit grofien
Biehberdben wobnen follten. Die Nadys
forfdhungen, bie man anftelite, blieben
piemlidy erfolglod. G8 war nidté Redyted
s bolen, und alle weiteren Eriundungen
wurden ber ,grofien Dicre” mwegen ab:
gebrodhen. Im Jabre 1844 lief fidy die
JRbeinifde Miffiondgefellidaft”
unter ben im Hinterland ber RKiifte
mwobnenben Eingeborenen nieber, be:
pann, dad fand langfam ju erfbliefen,
und oucde nach und nadh ju einer eins
flufireiden Handeldgefelifhaft. Damit
fdhien Siidbweflafrita der inywifden (1815)
englifch gemwordenen Kapfolonie und den
CGngldnbern ein , Befdaft” ju verfpredhen.
Die englifche Regierung fandte eine leine
Flotte nad) Siidbweftafrifa und nabm 1878 die Walfifchs
budyt in Befip. G4 rourde dort ein Magiftrat eingefesst,
ber von ben Eingeborenen Stenern forderte. WS fich ins
folgedeffen mandeclei Schivierigleiten ergaben, @berlied
Gngland turjserband bie Walfifhbudyt der Kapregierung.

Fm Yabre 1882 fafte nun der Bremer Grofitaufmann
Grany Udolf Liaderis den Plan, in Sidweflafrita
im JIntereflengebiet der rbeinifdhen Miffionsdtatigleit
eine R[veigniederlaffung yu ermerben. Bevor er jedod
an bie Ausdfibrung feined BVorbabend ging, fragte er
beim udmwdartigen Umt in Berlin an, ob er bierbei wobl
auf den Sduh ded Neidhesd redhnen fdnne, und erbielt
biefe Sufidherung, falld ed ibm geldnge, einen Hafen

1834

3 Deullthes Kich 3

Frang Adolf Ludgriez

pu erwerben, auf den feine andre Ration Redtd:
anfprud bdtte. Daraufbin fandte Lideviy eine feine
Grpedition fdiber Kapfladt nacdh der Budht von Angra
Pequena, wo junddfi eine Falftorei erridhtet roucde.
Bon bier aud jog die Erpedition lanbdeinmwdirtd jur
Mifiiondftation Betbanien und f{dlof dort mit dem
Hauptling ded Gebietd in aller Form einen redts:
aiiltigen Kaufoertrag fiber den Criwerb
von ettva finf Quabratmeilen fanded um
bie Budht von Ungra Pequena berum. 3u
Ende ded Jabred gelang ed, von Stams
medhduptlingen den gangen 20 Meilen
breiten RKiftenfividd von 26 Grad {iids
licher Breite bié yjum Dranjefluff su er:
werben. Dad gange Gebiet twar etwa
fo grof wie Wirttemberg, Baden und
Clfafi:fotbringen jufammen. AIE die
Kunde biervon nady Kapfladt gelangte,
begann fich jener giftige Hanbeldneid der
Engldnder ju regen, der binfort aflle
folonialen Unternebmungen Deutfd:
lanbé  begleiten follte. Den fadens
{deinigen Cintodnden gegen bdie Medhts
mdafigleit der Libderibfdhen Erwerbung
madhte ein Telegramm Bidmardd vom
24, AUpril 1884 an den deutfhen Konful
in Kapftadt ein Ende. ,,Sie wollen amtlid) ectlren, bah
$err Ladecis und feine Niederlaffungen unter bem Schutye
bed Meidhed fleben.” Dad ift die , Beburtdurfunde” ded
Sdupsgebicted Deut{th+Sihbdweftafrita und damit der
beutfhen RKolonifation in Wfrifa dberbaupt. Die Kor:
vetten , Leipsig” und ,Elifabeth” bifiten am 7. Uugufi 1884
die deutfdhe Flagge und landeten Truppen im , Lideris:
land”, wie diefed Kernflitd der Nolonie unddft bief.
el VJabre fpdter wurbe die Nordgrenye ded Sduss
gebieted (gegen Ungola) mit Portugal vereinbart, 1890
bie @renge geaen englifched Gebiet (Rapland). Liberis
felbfl, dbie treibenbe Kraft fiir den Eriverb, ertrant 1886
bei der Grforidhung ber Mindung ded Oranjeflufied.

1886

QUITTUNG DER BERLINER MORGENPOST UBER 50 PFENNIG

6.Woche vom 9. Februar bis 1 5. Februar 1941. Quittungen, in denen Preis oder Bezugszeit gedndert ist, sind ungiiltig

KARL PETERS ERWIRBT DEUTSCH-OSTAFRIKA

Oftafrita it lange Jabrbunderte bindurd Dder
Rulturmenfchbeit ein mir fieben Siegeln verfdblofenes
Bud gewefen. Jwar barre fdon dag Ulrertum von
riefigen Seen im Innern und dem fabelbafren , MTond
gebirge” 3u erydblen gewufir, und Ddie Seefabrer-tTa-
tionen de# !Mirrelalters barren fich mit den angeblich
unermefiliben Scbanen diefes Landes befdbartigr, aud
Rarten voll feltfamer Ylamen davon ge-
seichnet. Dann batten fich die Portugiefen
im 15., die Uraber im ]7. Jabrbundert
an den Riiften niedergelafien,
aber nidt weiter ind Innere gedrungen
Erft 1852 Fam durdy ywei I0Uriremberger
suverldffigere Bunde von gemalrigen
innerafritanifden fbnee-
bedecfren Bergen nad Europa und
damit war der Unitof jur erdfundlichen
Erforfdbung von Oftafrifa geaeben
Diefes nod redr unbefannte, aber
verbeiffunggvolle Gebier wablre ficb im
Jabre 1884 der damalé fiebenundywan-
sigiabrige Dr. Rarl Pereré fir feine
tiibnen Folonialen Plane aus. Perers
barte wabrend eineé mebridbrigen Uuf-
enthalté in England foloniale Unfdbauungdweife und
Politif, 5. B. eines Lecil Rbodes, Fennengelernt und
den Entfblufi gefafit wie die Engldnder in Sid-
afrifa fiir Deurfbland in Oftafrifa ein Rolonial
teich 3u fdaffen. Er griindere 3u diefem 3Swede eine
Fefellfdbafr fiir deurtfdbe Rolonifarion” und
brad in derem Uufrrag im OErober 1884 mir wenigen
Begleitern nad Oftafrifa auf. Um die argwdbnifden
Engldnder nide aufmerffam ju madben, {biffren ficdh
die Teilnebmer der 'Erpedirion unter fremden YTamen
in Trieft alé Deckpaifagiere nacd Sanfibar ein und ers
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waren
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Karl Peters
18r6—r91d

sedensy, I 934

reichten von bier aud die der Infel gegenuberliegende
Riifte Oftafritas Deyember Ded Jabred
gelang - e3 Peterd, mit den Oberbiuptlingen Ddiefes
Riiftenftricdhs Verrrdge abjufcbliefien, nad denen diefe
Sauptlinge ibre Gebiete (Ufeguba, Taguru, Ukami und
Ufagara) mit allen Sobeitérecbren an die von Peters
vertretene Gefell{dbaft abrraten und fich unter deurfchen
Sdun ftellten. Deters Eebrre bald darauf
nadh Deurfbland suricd und fand bei
Bigmarct, der anfanglich dem Dlane ju-
suftimmen geydgert batte, volleg Ent-
gegenfommen Sebruar [885
erwirtre der Raniler von RaiferIlilbelmI.
jenen erften Faiferlichen Sdunbrief, der
befundete, dafi de von der ,Deutfch-Dit-
afritanifden Befellfcbaft Deters und Be-
noffen” erworbenen Landgebiete Oft-
afritad unter der Obbut de¢ Deutfichen
Reichesd ftanden

Uuf Englandd Berreiben () pro-
teftierte jent der vdllig unter britifcbem
Einfluff ftebende Sultan von Sanfibar
gegen den Scunbrief, erfannte aber, al#
ein deut{ded Befdbwader vor Sanfibar
erfbien, den deutfben Kedbre-Unfpruch obne weireres
an, ja, er verpadtere fogar wenig fpater augdriicklic
die Riifte mit den Safen Daresfalam und Dangani an die
deutfbe Gefellfbafr. Einen Uraber-Uufitand Fonnre
Sermann Wigmann [880/0] niederfchlagen, wodurd
er die deutfbe Serrfdbafr endaiiltig ficherte. Ein Ubs
tommen Deurfdblande mir England vom 1. Juli 1800
legte dann die Brenge ded deutfchen Nladrbereide in Oft-
afrifa im wefentlicben feft, und am |. Januar | 891 wurde
in Daretfalam die deurfdbe Slagge aebifir: ein grofier
Teil Oftarrifad war damir deutfbe Rolonie geworden
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Um 27

QUITTUNG DER BERLINER MORGENPOST UBER 50 PFENNIG

29. Woche vom

20. Juli bis 26. Juli 1941. Quitiungen, in denen Preis oder Bezugszeit gedndert ist, cind ungiiltig

Deutsche
Kolonial- Bilder
Der Berliner
Morgernpost

German Colonial
Images from the

Berliner Morning Post

These are RKB
sponsored collectible
paper sheetlets that
came with the purchase
of the newspaper.

Bild /Image 6 GSWA
9 February 1941.
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Bild /Imag 29 GEA.
20 July 1941.

Karl Peter Erwirbt
Deutsch-Ost Afrika

Karl Peter acquires
German East Africa

This map might be
useful to anyone
creating a display.
Please feel free to
download the PDF file
or copy it. If the
resolution is not good
enough for your needs,
email the SAPC
requesting a higher
resolution image.

Email:
editor
(@southafricanphilately
club.com



Labels of GSWA - Defeat of the Hereros and Nama.
(Eckstein Halpaus Gmbh, Dresden 1938.)
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Bei Otabarui, 3. April 1004,
(Gemdlbe bon Garl Beder.)
Die Nadyhut bder Abfeilung von Glafenapp wurbe
wdhrend bes Herero-Aufilanbed in Deutfd)-Sldweft-
afrifa_ von einer grofien bermadht beriftener Hererod
umfaffend angegriffen. Miffen im Kugelregen iber-
bradite ein beufidher Meldbereiter den Defehl, fampfend
auf die Hauptableilung guridiugehen.
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£

Bei Hartebeeftmund. 24. OHober 1905,
(Gemdlbe von Earl BDeder.)
Nady Nieberfdmpfung ber Hererod erhoben fidh im
Giiben Deutfdy-Glibweflafritad bie Hottenfotten. Im
®efedit bel Harfebeeftmund, einem ber jhwerfien und
perfuffreidyffen bed Felbjuges, wurben bie Hottentotfen
burd) bie mit 2Artillerie verfehene Abteilung ded Haupts
manné bon Koppy in die Oranje-Derge geworfen.

Fludt ber Hottentotten iiber den Oranje in eng-
lifhes Gebiet. 16. November 1905.
(Gemdlde von Garl Deder.)

Gine beuljhe berittene 2bleilung f(iberrafdyie ben
Gegner unbd frieb ihn unfer gropen Verluften und
Burlidlaffung Jeined Biehd fiber den Grenzfluf. Die
englijthe Gyrengpoligei nahm bie mit erbeufefen beuf
fdyen Uniformitiiden befleibeten Hottentotfen gefangen.

Giegreidher Bajonettangriff der Kompagnie Epp bel
Onganjiva. 9. April 1904,
(@emdlbe von Carl Heder.)
2Af¢ Oberfeuinant Epp auf einem Hiigel gur Erfuns
bung verauérift, wurbe er jamt feiner Kompagnie von
einem G¢fhofihagel iberjhiittet. Die deutjdhen Reifer
fprangen pom Pferd unb ftiirmten mit aufgepflanztem
Dajonett auf die Hereros ein
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Hendrif Witboie t8dlide BVertundung im Gefedyt
bei Fablgras. 29. OHober 1905,
(Gemdlbe pon Garl Beder.)

Jm Gterben fagte er: , Deine Kinber follen Jeht Rube
fhaben.”” Wit bem Tob bed alten Hduptlingd brad) ber
$Hottenfottenaufffand, ben er entfefjelt hafte, sufammen.
Sendrit IDitboi war ber gefdhriidyiie Gegner ber
beuffthen Gdyuffruppe.
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Auf der Berfolgung der Gimon:Copper: Hotten:
totten in der Wiifte Kalabari. 16. Mdrg 1908,
(Gemdibe bon Carl Beder.)

Obgleid) bie 2Aufftanbde ber Jahre 1904 —1906 erlofdhen
waren, hielten [idh nodh eingelne Danben in ber Kas
fafari. Gine Kamelreifer-2bteilung unter Hauptmann
von Grdert griff nad) heroifhem Durfimarfd) Gimon
Gopper an und vernidytete die leffen Aufrifhrer.

cher Gefchichte.




Images of ‘German’ SWA Under Union of SA Control

DEUTSCHE KOLONIAL-BILDER DER BERLINER MORGENPOST
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BILD 12 Di¢ breiten Strafen Windbufd — mit den Sdaufenftern der faft durdweg
dbeut{den Befdhafte — feben faft fo aus, ald ob fie in ciner belebten mittleren deutfdhen
Stadt [dgen. €ine frembde Note geben dem Bilde nur die Geftalten der Eingeborenen

QUITTUNG DER BERLINER MORGENPOST UBER so PFENNIG
1 2. Wocke vor 23, Mérz bis 29. Marz 1941. Quittungen, in denen Preis oder Begugszeit gedndert ist, sind yngiiltig

DEUTSCHE KOLONIAL-BILDER DER BERLINER MORGENPOST
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BILD ¢ i".siz Sgttcn_:sgranen, bie fidh gern an die deutfden 8nmen§gdu-fer des
Gﬁuﬂ.gtblettﬂ verdingen, tragen nod heute die deutide Tradt der goer Jabre.
Dabeim und auf bder Strafe fdmiden fie fid bajyu mit cinem Kopftud

QUITTUNG DER BERLINER MORGENPOST UBER 50 PFENNIG
9. Woche vom 2. Marz bis 8. Marz 1941, Quittungen, in denen Preis oder Bezugszeit gedndert ist, sind ungiiltig

Deutsche
Kolonial- Bilder
Der Berliner
Morgernpost

German Colonial
Images from the
Berliner Morning
Post

These are sponsored
collectible paper
sheetlets that came
with the purchase of
the newspaper.

Bild /Image 12 GSWA
23 March 1941.

This is captioned on
the reverse:
“Windhuk, Die Stadt
Der Deutschen”.
(The City of the
Germans). This shows a
busy street scene in
Windhoek which the
Morning Post refers to
as “Windhuk’, the old
German spelling,. The
Nama may disagree.
Their name‘Windhoek’
preceded the arrival of
the Germans.
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Bild /Image 9 GSWA
2 March 1941.

This is captioned on
the reverse:
“Herero, Ovambo and
Bergdamara”.

This image shows a
group of women from
three Nambian tribes,
Herero, Ovambo and
Damara. Only some
20% ofthe Herero tribe
escaped the genocide
perpetrated on them by
General Lothar von
Trotha in 1904.



Some Books into which Collected Labels and Cards were Placed.

Duutflands Solonien

FOUN BECTRMEN LRRRNERALR
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1938 - 1941. Privately books published to encourage interest in a Nazi view of German and colonial history.

With the colonial lobby pointing to "foiling Italian soldiers seeking to carve out a new colonial empire for Italy in
Ethiopia”, the Nazis needed to do something. They gave the RKB a practical agenda geared to their long-term strategies
and talked up the return of the colonies but did little in practice. Between 1937 and 1942 the RKB enjoyed its greatest
public support. Fueled by wartime enthusiasm and propaganda, the RKB enjoyed peak membership of some 2min 1941.
It organised state-sponsored philatelic shows in various cities of the Greater Reich including Berlin, Hanover, Vienna,
Dresden, Chemnitz, Aussig and Bremen during this time. These shows featured both stamp collecting and commercial
card / label collecting that could be stuck into privately manufactured books. The cards and labels show the commercial
benefits of the colonies and provide collectors today with a wonderful source of illustrative ephemera for displays.

The Nazis were among the first to realise that stamp and card / label collecting
could co-exist. The combined effect stirred young Germans to believe their
country was the most powerful nation, one with a mission to recolonise and rule
the world. These books and their labels showed the wonderful colonies that had
been lost and some of the stalwart young Germans with them. GSWA was the
lost colony with the largest but still small German population. The images of the
“Ideal Type of Youth” shown here resonate with the Hitler Youth movement.

IDEALTYP EINES JUNGEN

DEUTSCH.SUDWESTAFRIKANERS

The Second World War which
had begun with great success
for the Nazis slowly dissipated
into a long and losing struggle
after German defeat in the Battle
of Britain in 1940. In frustration
Hitler turned his attention to
what he had always wanted,
‘Lebensraum’ in Russia and
Eastern Europe. Initially, the
: German invasion of Russia went
iodia’ SowlH SiCMioRN DT Nr A well but poor planning, winter
and stubborn resistance took
the steam out of Hitler’s rash
and ill-considered venture.

Deutsch-Siidwester Jugend




Labels of GSWA from ‘Deutschland’s Kolonien’.
(Sidol Bilderdienst. Koln, Braunsfeld. 1938.)

Lodix - Sigella - Bilderulge Bild Nr. 37

Hauptstadt Windhuk

32

1938. 2 x gummed Labels showing ‘lost GSWA’ affixed to Sidol commercial product book.
The Nazi'’s RKB is working with German industry to promote the colonial restoration project.

Karakulzucht in

Sidwestafrika

Despite the closure of the Colonial Society, Seitz remained a respected figure in colonial circles where he continued to
promote a reinterpretation of historical events. However, following the invasion of Russia Hitler’s compelling need to
find ‘Lebensraum’ became a war of brutal. meat-grinding battles and genocide. After America entered the war and began
to make its presence known through a daily daylight bombing campaign accompanied by the RAF at night Germans
began to realise that the only route to reclaiming their lost overseas colonies was on the battlefield.

By 1942 the RKB had achieved such a growth in membership that the wartime Nazi leadership worried it had become an
unwieldy body, one which was devoting too much time, energy and manpower into a cause not supported by Hitler and
the German General Staff. As a consequence, in late 1942, Martin Bormann, the Nazi Party Secretary, informed General
von Epp and the RKB that the organisation's financial resources and manpower were required for other areas more in line
with the national interest. This decision came after disastrous German defeats in North Africa and at Stalingrad.

According to Tony Davis, ('South West Africa and the Reich Colonial League'. FORERUNNERS Mar/Jun '94), "From
1943, little is recorded about the RKB nor is there much philatelic material”. This is almost certainly because the RKB
was forced to close up shop as the war turned against Germany. The RKB’s resources were now needed to stave off
Gotterdammerung, (Norse. the ‘Twilight of the Gods’, an apocalyptic end of the world). Tony’s article is well-illustrated
with B/W images of RKB postal history. See: https://www.psgsa.org/website/pages/journal/archive/Forerunners20.pdf



Gotterdammerung - The Holocaust Hitler Inflicted on Germany!

The GSWA colonial period has been linked to ideologies and practices that have been described as precursors of the
Nazi holocaust, in particular General Lothar von Trotha's genocidal military campaigns against the Herero and Nama.
When Seitz argued that Germany had ruled “efficiently and justly” he was being economic with the truth. As a lawyer,
Seitz took refuge in the law. The Berlin Conference gave him all the legal justifications he needed to make that claim. In
any event, Seitz would have forfeited his life had he spoken out with any honesty about GSWA in Nazi Germany which
did not want to hear about an African holocaust, especially as they perpetrated a far bigger one much closer to home.

While Seitz was President and Honorary President of the German Colonial Society it worked alongside the Nazi Party in
the early 1930s sharing what it thought was a common goal, the restoration of lost colonies. Unlike his contemporary,
Heinrich Schnee, the ex-Governor of GEA, Seitz never joined the Nazi Party. After the Nazi’s dissolved the Colonial
Society in 1936, Seitz continued supporting colonial restoration in a private capacity despite having lost his power and
influence. He survived both the Nazis and the war but died in obscurity in 1949 in a devastated and once more defeated
Germany, one now divided into Allied occupation zones, a country with no prospect of regaining its empire and lost
colonies. Ironically, those most guilty of taking Germany to its post-war piles of rubble, the Nazis, were the ones who for
the sake of political advantage had created the racist stab-in-the-back” betrayal myth to explain and exploit German
defeat in WW1. The difference with WW 1 in 1945 was the undeniable responsibility of the Nazis for Germany’s defeat.

The Fate of German Colonies: Overprinting and Otherwise.

Seitz saw to it that NO overprints were made on GSWA stamps! However, during World War I, other German colonies
unable to destroy their stamps were subjected to the overprinting of their captured German colonial "Yacht" stock for
temporary Allied postal use. This is a brief outline of what happened to some of the stamps from the following territories:

German East Africa:

In 1915, British forces overprinted captured Yacht stamps
on Mafia Island These “G.B. MAFIA” overprints are rare.
German forces remained undefeated in GEA until the end
of WW1.1In 1919 the League of Nations gave Britain a
mandate to rule GEA. It became a British colony known
as Tanganyika. In 1947, it became a United Nations Trust
Territory under British administration until independence
in 1961. The modern country of Tanzania dates from 1964
when it united with the island of Zanzibar, previously a
slave-trading hub controlled by the the Sultanate of
Oman before it became a British protectorate. Britain
exchanged Heligoland and the Caprivi strip with Germany
for Zanzibar in order to end the East African slave trade.

1938.
Labels of ‘Watusi
Warriors’, above,
and ‘Crocodiles,

left, in GEA
affixed to Sidol
commercial
product book.
The RKB
successfully
worked with
German industry
to promote both
colonial
Erokodits restoration and
commerce.
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German Kamerun:

In the context of the WW1 Kamerun Campaign (1914 -1916), "C.E.E." stands for the
Anglo-French ‘Cameroons Expeditionary Force’. This combined force invaded the
German colony of Kamerun at the start of the war and occupied it in 1915. The British
Expeditionary Force overprinted German Kamerun colonial Yacht stamps with "C.E.F."
and sterling denominations in July 1915.

The Kamerun 1 Mark stamp right has been overprinted with 1s and C.E.F. It was

cancelled on the second day of issue by favour at Duala using a captured German

period code ‘a’ datestamp. The block of four 3 Pfennig brown Yacht stamps below right has been overprinted ‘C.E.F’.
above ‘%2> . While this

makes up a 2d postage
rate, these stamps have
not been postally used.
All are philatelic in
origin and cancelled to
order by favour. Our
thanks to Kenny Napier
Auctions for sharing
these beautiful examples
of Dr Seitz’s worst
nightmare with us.

Lodixn-Sigelia - Bilderfolge Bild Mr 43

Kameruner Kiiste

1938.
Above. Labels of ‘Coast of Kamerun’, above, ‘Lumbering’, below.

The label below shows that the desire to have colonial
possessions was driven by Industrt’s need for cheap raw
materials. These trees were most likely cut down about 120 years
ago. Have these pristine and noble forests ever recovered? Most
colonial railways ran inland from the coast simply in order to take
raw materials out. Seitz and later the RKB worked with German
industry to promote both colonial restoration and commerce.

After WW1 the
League of
Nations gave
France a
mandate to
administer most
ofthe ex-German
territory. Britain
gained a small
portion in the
west. After
France granted
Cameroon
independence in
1960 these two
territories agreed
to re-unite in
1961.

Kameruner Edelhilzer




German Togo:

British and French forces used Yacht issues with two distinct overprints: "TOGO
Anglo-French Occupation" (English) and "TOGO Occupation franco-anglaise"
(French). The former German protectorate of Togoland no longer exists as a single
entity. It was partitioned after WW 1 into separate British and French administrative
zones. Today, its territory is divided between two countries, Togo and Ghana. The
Togolese Republic has the eastern two-thirds of the original colony. Previously
French Togoland, it gained its independence in 1960. The western third was known as British Togoland. It voted to join
the Gold Coast in 1957 and is today a part of modern Ghana. German colonial rule is remembered for its infrastructural
development, (railways and port, etc.), but also for its harsh forced-labor practices.

German New Guinea:

This included part of the island of New Guinea, the Bismarck Archipelago and the North Solomon
Islands including Bougainville. The Caroline Islands, Palau, and the Mariana Islands (except for
Guam) were bought from Spain in 1899. After Australian occupation in October 1914, Yacht stamps
were overprinted and surcharged with "G.R.1." (Georgius Rex Imperator) and new values in sterling.
Small quantities were also overprinted with "G.R.I. O.S." (+ Official Service) for official use.
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Karte der Deutschen Siidsee

The mainland part of German New Guinea (Kaiser-Wilhelmsland), the Bismarck Archipelago and the North Solomon Islands
now form Papua New Guinea. The Northern Mariana Islands are an unincorporated territory of the USA. The Carolines
(Federated States of Micronesia), the Marshall Islands, Nauru and Palau are independent countries.

German Marshall Islands:

Captured stocks were overprinted with "G.R.1." and surcharged with British
denominations in late 1914. The Republic of the Marshall Islands, a sovereign
nation in free association with the USA, was established in 1986. While it manages
its own domestic and foreign affairs, the U.S. provides defense, security, and
financial aid, alongside operating a missile testing base at Kwajalein Atoll.




German Samoa:

New Zealand forces occupied Apia on 29th September 1914 without a shot being
fired. Pfennig-denominated Yacht stamps were overprinted with "G.R.I." with
sterling values. Today, the territory that comprised the German protectorate is part
of the independent state of Samoa which gained independence from New Zealand
in 1962. The German colonial era is generally viewed in modern Samoa as having
been relatively peaceful and benign. Germany and Samoa maintain close diplomatic -
relations with the German government funding various projects. Like some other ex-German colonies, Samoa gained a
brewery. It only beer, Vailima, is brewed according to German Purity Law.

1931.Bild 45. 9 November 1931.
German South Seas - Micronesia.

DEUTSCHE KEOLONIAL-BILDER DER BERLINER MORGENPOST

This is an early example of a label
agitating for the return of Germany’s lost
colonies. Unlike the others shown in this

display which are late examples of RKB
promotions, this label is from the era of
the Colonial Society when Seitz was its
Honorary President. It reveals that these
labels began under the reign of the
Colonial Society.

Tededed

Below, Home Page Frontispiece.

Dr Seitz reflects on his life, the loss of
GSWA, his prevention of a humiliating
GSWA ‘GR.1. overprint, the troubled
Weimar Republic; the Colonial Society s
campaign for the return of Germany s
Lost Colonies; the duplicity of the Nazis

artige Form ertldet man fidy fo, daf Heine Infeln, die von KorallensMiffen umgeben waren, unter den whose actions resulted in Holocaust
Meeredfpiegel fanten. Die Korallen wudfen fbneller, alé die Infel fant, blicben alfe fber der Meered: . :
Dberfldde, flarben in ibeem oberen Teil ab und Bilbeten fo die Grundlage der Ntofle. and Gotterdammerung; the turning of
German cities into piles of rubble.




