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Stamp collecting, also known as philately, has been a cherished hobby 
for over a century. Each stamp holds a piece of history art and culture.
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From the Editor  - adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

The month of love has passed, and it was heartening to witness so much happiness 
and positivity in our community. The local auctions were notably busier than usual, 
which is encouraging to see. While I may not readily admit it, I did acquire a few 
items that were not strictly necessary—but I am confident they will find a suitable 
place in a future display. With time moving forward steadily, I would like to gently 
remind everyone to begin preparing your exhibits for SAVPEX in June. This event 
provides an excellent opportunity to refine your work and prepare effectively for the 
national exhibition.

Index
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Reader Requests
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I receive quite a few of requests for material or for information. It would greatly be 
appreciated if you can assist your fellow collector.

1) Research Material:

         I'm interested in literature, especially specialised of the RSA 4th definitives

         and the 6th definitives especially the rhino and the antelope series of

         printings. Has anyone published anything?

2)    Publication:

         Paul Schamberger’s book – “Interlude in Switzerland. The story of the South

         African refugee-soldiers in the Alps during the Second World War”. (2001)

         Published by Maus Publishing Co., Parkhurst, Johannesburg. 

         ISBN 0-620-26847-6.

3) Great Trek Material:

        This collector is based in the UK and is interested in Great Trek material, if 

        you have any to spare, please let me know.

4)    Catalogue:

         Stanley Gibbons Specialised QEII Pre decimal Vol 4 Part 1 

adelbulpitt@gmail.com

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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YMCA cover - 1944

From my desk

This is a bit of a scruffy cover but had the most interesting  items inside, 3 of the items are 
signed by a Mr. Smith.

Front of cover

Rear of cover
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This image displays a World War II Allied Safe Conduct Leaflet (Passierschein) produced 
in 1944 for German soldiers wishing to surrender to Allied forces. 
It outlines principles of prisoner-of-war rights based on the 1907 Hague Convention and 
1929 Geneva Convention. 
It promises safe treatment, food, and medical attention equivalent to Allied troops. 
It provides specific instructions for surrender, such as putting down weapons and waving 
the leaflet. 

The front is signed my Mr Smith; this was included in the YMCA envelope from the 
previous page
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More items that were inside the YMCA envelop. The bank note was also signed by Mr,. 
Smith



Last months ZOOM Experiences

There are a host of societies that have monthly zoom meetings. A great variety of 
topics and areas are being covered, from the expert to the novice all are welcome. 
Join in the fun, herewith a few snippets from what I have seen this month. 
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CIVIL SERVICE PS

John Gillespie -  Trains of the world: 
The presentation spans numerous countries across nearly every continent, detailing the 
origins and evolution of their respective railway systems. It begins with Great Britain, 
noting it has the world's oldest system, with the first locomotive-hauled public railway 
opening in 1825. Through commemorative stamps, the presentation tracks the transition 
from early steam locomotives (like Stephenson’s Rocket and Locomotion) to modern 
high-speed rail, such as the French TGV and the extensive Spanish high-speed network. It 
also highlights various forms of rail transport, including monorails, rack railways, and 
trams. In summary, the presentation serves as both a historical record of railway 
engineering and a showcase of how nations use philately to commemorate their industrial 
milestones and transport heritage.
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SEEOPS

Diederik Viljoen - ‘Dead Countries’ was the title of this display. It provides 
a historical and postal overview of approximately 60 "dead countries"—entities 
that no longer exist in their original form and have since been incorporated into 
larger consolidated nations due to factors like shared culture, language, or war. 
The presentation focuses specifically on the first imperforated stamp issues 
released between 1849 and 1860. It includes examples of individual stamps, 
shade varieties, and postal covers to demonstrate early postal usage. While 
primarily focusing on former European Kingdoms in Germany and Italy, the 
document also covers colonial territories.
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Jamie Smith -  This presentation focused on postal censorship during World War II, 
particularly examining the interaction between Switzerland and South Africa. He 
detailed covers from internment camps such as Lichtenstein and Zurich, highlighting 
how mail was censored both at the camps and upon receipt in South Africa. He provided 
historical context regarding South African POWs who escaped from Italy to Switzerland, 
where they remained interned for the duration of the war. His talk also explored various 
international censorship markings, as well as specialised postal routings like the 
"Onward Air Transmission" (O.A.T.) system used for military aircraft mail.    
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Bruce Berry and Alastair Macduff – They  examined the postal repercussions of 
Rhodesia’s Unilateral Declaration of Independence (UDI) in 1965. They explained that 
because the British government and the UN deemed the regime illegal, Britain refused to 
recognise Rhodesian stamps issued during this period. Consequently, mail bearing these 
stamps was marked with cachets like "Stamps Not Valid" and surcharged, requiring the 
recipient to pay the postage. The presentation also showcased "Cinderella" labels (non-
postal stickers) such as "Thank You South Africa" and "Good Luck Rhodesia," which 
were used to signal local support for the UDI regime amidst international sanctions.
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Richard Moss –  The presenter  specialised in researching and identifying printing 
variations and rare varieties of Northern Ireland regional stamps. He highlighted subtle 
differences that are rarely advertised, such as the transition from "round" to "straight" 
elliptical perforations and variations in gum colour (cream vs. white). Moss shared his 
personal "hunt" for these varieties, which involved visiting the Cookstown Post Office to 
find rare date blocks. A notable highlight was his description of the "Polo Mint Flaw," a 
printing "hickey" caused by a particle on the plate that created a distinct ring-like mark 
on the 37p stamp.
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Rodney Knight – This display  provided a unique look at Bulgarian postal censorship 
spanning both World Wars. He presented examples of military postcards from 1916 and 
covers from the 1940s that illustrated the various censorship strips and handstamps 
applied to mail. His examples included correspondence sent from Bulgarian cities like 
Sofia and Varna to international destinations such as Berlin and Italy, showing how mail 
was monitored by wartime authorities.  
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STAMPING WITH ADEL

Margaret Emerson – This presentation focused on official correspondence originating 
from Buckingham Palace. She showcased several covers featuring the distinct "Privy 
Purse" and "Buckingham Palace" handstamps. A featured item was a 1953 letter written 
"at The Queen's command" to a young girl, thanking her for sending a photograph of her 
dog for Her Majesty to see. The presentation also detailed more modern examples, 
including registered Royal Mail from the 1990s with official palace markings.
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TWICKENHAM AND DISTRICT PS

Sue Burn – This display provides a detailed historical and philatelic overview of the 1934 

MacRobertson Air Race from London to Melbourne. The race was announced in March 1933 to 
celebrate the centenary of Victoria, Australia. It began on October 20, 1934, at Mildenhall 
Aerodrome, with 20 aircraft eventually taking off from an initial field of 64 registrants. The event 
was a major public spectacle, attended by thousands, including the King, Queen, and the Prince 
of Wales. A significant portion of the presentation is dedicated to the postal history associated 
with the race:
Flight Covers: The sources illustrate numerous "covers" (envelopes) carried by participants, 
including the "Lady Spencer" covers organized by Alan Goodfellow, the Clerk of the Course.
Commemorative Material: The presentation features various postcards, handbills, and special 
aerodrome stamps created for the event.
Technical Innovation: The DH88 Comet is highlighted as a revolutionary design, featuring a 
retractable undercarriage and variable pitch propellers.
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TWICKENHAM AND DISTRICT PS

Tragedies and Aftermath
The presentation notes the sombre fate of several participants:
"Uiver" Crash: Shortly after the race in December 1934, the "Uiver" crashed in a 
rainstorm in Syria while carrying Christmas mail; all four crew members and three 
passengers were killed.
Fatalities: Campbell Black was killed in a taxiing accident in 1936, and the crew of 
Entrant 62 (Baines and Gilman) crashed in Italy during the race with no survivors.
Ultimately, the race was deemed a magnificent success for aviation, as it significantly 
advanced the development of high-speed, long-distance air travel.
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS STUDY GROUP

David Bradley - This presentation explored how airmail from Portuguese East Africa 
(Mozambique) integrated with Imperial Airways routes. He noted that from 1932, 
normal airmail routes were routed through Salisbury in Southern Rhodesia and, later, 
Broken Hill in Northern Rhodesia. Bradley detailed the transition from rail transport to 
RANA flights in July 1935 for moving mail from Beira to Salisbury. His presentation 
also highlighted the complex and frequent changes in postage rates and procedures, 
including the use of specific Mozambique Company stamps, Southern Rhodesia stamps, 
and unique air surcharge labels paid in cash or Gold Francs.
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS STUDY GROUP

Peter Richards  - Showcased several recent additions to his collection, focusing on 
covers with unusual flight histories or markings. Key items included a 1936 cover 
delayed by four days because the aircraft Achilles had to replace the disabled Daedalus, 
and a 1943 cover from the UK to Madeira that mysteriously acquired a Berlin censor 
mark. He also provided historical context on the "Reserve Route" flown by BOAC in 
1940 and shared intelligence report summaries regarding BOAC’s flying boat and 
Liberator services between the UK and Cairo in the early 1940s.
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS STUDY GROUP

Rodney Knight - Knight provided a history of airmail service in Spanish Guinea, 
noting that the territory had no internal airmail until 1941 and no external service until 
1948. He described the overprinted fiscal stamps used to create the first airmail issues 
in May 1941 and documented the first flight between Santa Isabel and Bata. Knight also 
discussed the establishment of external links via British air mail from Lagos in 1946 and 
a special 1948 ministerial visit that resulted in commemorative overprinted stamps.
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS STUDY GROUP

Sue Burn - Presented a detailed chronological overview of airmail operations centred 
in Khartoum, Sudan. She tracked the evolution of the service from the 1937 
introduction of the "Coastal" flying boat route and the Empire Airmail Scheme (EAMS) 
through the disruptions of World War II. Her presentation analysed specific flight 
services (such as DN and KN references), the various aircraft used (e.g., Centurion, 
Coriolanus), and the shifting logistics of the "Horseshoe Route" after the declaration of 
war in 1939.
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS STUDY GROUP

Terry Hare-Walker - This presentation focused on the accidents, delays, and 
inaugural flights that characterized the Eastern Route. He shared dramatic accounts of 
various incidents, such as the 1929 water damage to mail following the crashes of the 
City of Alexandria and City of Athens, and the 1936 destruction of the airliner Athena by 
fire in Delhi. Additionally, he covered significant milestones like the 1931 first flight 
from Tanganyika, the 1931 "All Australian" Christmas flight, and a 1939 Indian Ocean 
survey flight performed by the PBY flying boat "GUBA".
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RHODESIA STUDY CIRCLE – NORTH AMERICA

Bob Stock -  This presentation focused on No. 2 (Tanganyika) Internment Camp in 
Salisbury (Mbare), which primarily housed German women and children from 
Tanganyika during WWII. The core of his research involved a newly discovered "inverted 
3" marking used in a cachet dated July 21, 1944, where a "2" was expected. He explored 
several theories for this anomaly, including:
An original manufacturing error.
A local repair to a damaged cachet.
A potential philatelic creation.
He concluded with a "cautionary tale," showing a later example from August 5, 1944, 
where a break and fragment rotation in a numeral "2" created the illusion of an inverted 
"3," emphasizing the need for careful magnification, measurement, and networking with 
other historians to verify findings.
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RHODESIA STUDY CIRCLE – NORTH AMERICA

Frank Slack -  Slack provided a guide on how to identify authentic versus counterfeit 
Zimbabwe $100 Trillion banknotes, which were issued during the country’s period of 
extreme hyperinflation in 2008. Key identifying marks of authentic notes include:
Bubble Letters: Authentic notes have "bubble letters" in the denomination field where 
the background pattern remains visible through the numbers.
Sans-Serif Font: The text "HARARE 2008" must be in a specific sans-serif font; fakes 
often use different typography.
The Rock and Tree Illustration: On real notes, the illustration of the tree next to the 
famous balancing rocks does not go behind the rock.
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RHODESIA STUDY CIRCLE – NORTH AMERICA

Jamie Smith -  This  presentation catalogues a variety of Rhodesian postage stamps 
and postal history from the mid-1960s. It details specific commemorative sets, such as 
those for water conservation and Sir Winston Churchill, alongside information regarding 
their production by Harrison & Sons. The text identifies various printing errors and 
flaws, including "print shifts" and the "Doctor’s Blade" mark, which are of particular 
interest to collectors. Additionally, it highlights a transitional period in 1966 when the 
country’s name on the stamps officially changed to Rhodesia. Examples of postal 
correspondence illustrate the geopolitical tensions of the era, showing instances where 
the British Post Office refused to recognize the validity of certain stamps. Finally, the 
collection displays a range of definitive issues featuring local flora, fauna, and 
agricultural products.
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RHODESIA STUDY CIRCLE – NORTH AMERICA

Colin Fraser -  With this presentation Fraser chronicles the geography and missionary 
history of Likoma Island, showcasing early twentieth-century correspondence and 
unique postal markings. Together, these sources emphasize the importance of 
meticulous research and collaborative networking when verifying the legitimacy of 
historical artifacts. The island served as a refuge from slave trading and became the 
centre for the Universities’ Mission to Central Africa, an Anglican society inspired by 
David Livingstone. This led to the construction of St. Peter’s Cathedral, dedicated in 
1905.
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FORCES POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Peter Stockton – This interesting display was on the postal history of the French 
battleship Richelieu, documented through a collection of covers and postcards spanning 
from 1950 to 1966. His materials highlight the ship's various roles during this period, 
including its time undergoing refits at Brest, serving as a gunnery training ship, and 
acting as the headquarters for a gunnery school. The collection showcases specific postal 
markings such as the "Batiment de Ligne Richelieu" and the use of "Franchise Militaire" 
concessionary stamps for servicemen. He also includes visual aids such as a photograph 
of the ship at Villefranche in 1952 and a 1/100 scale model built by M. Chevrolet.
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FORCES POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Jamie Smith –  He explores the military and postal history of Sudan, primarily 
focusing on the World War II era and the transition to Sudanese independence. Key 
themes include:
Postal Logistics and Censorship: The use of airmail covers, "Honour Envelopes" for 
privacy, and various military and R.A.F. censorship marks from locations like Khartoum, 
Torit, and Port Sudan.
Military Units: Documentation of mail from the Royal Indian Army Service Corps, the 
Sudan Defence Force, the Royal Engineers, and the 2nd West Yorkshire Regiment.
Indian Forces in Africa: Illustrations of Indian troops, such as Sikhs and Mahrattas, who 
fought in the Battle of Keren in Eritrea after advancing from Sudan.
The End of British Presence: Postal records from the 1950s, including a kit receipt for an 
airman leaving R.A.F. Khartoum and mail from the Women's Voluntary Service (W.V.S.), 
leading up to the departure of the last British troops in 1955.
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FORCES POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Malcolm Cole – Cole provides a social history of World War I trench life through 
contemporary postcards and photographs. His presentation covers:
The Harsh Reality of War: The constant "smell of death," the effects of artillery barrages, 
and the loss of tens of thousands of horses whose bodies were often scattered by shellfire.
Gas Warfare: The British military's initial lack of preparedness for gas, the improvised 
use of urine-soaked handkerchiefs as filters, and the surprisingly high 93% recovery rate 
for gas casualties.
Daily Hardships and Morale: The extreme cold of the 1916–1917 winter, the struggle to 
obtain food, and the use of Bruce Bairnsfather’s "Fragments from France" cartoons to 
convey "rose-tinted" accounts of life at the front to families.
Pests and Animals: The psychological toll of rat infestations in the trenches and the dual 
role of dogs as rat hunters and vital psychological comfort for soldiers.                   
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FORCES POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Mick Carter – This presentation details the history of PAIFORCE (Persia and Iraq 
Force), which operated between 1942 and 1946. He explains that British and Allied 
forces occupied these regions to protect oil reserves and prevent an Ottoman invasion. 
His postal evidence includes:
Complex Routing: A "much travelled" 1934 cover from the USA to an R.A.F. squadron in 
Mosul, Iraq, which was redirected through Egypt before being returned to the sender.
Global Mail Paths: A 1940 letter sent from Yorkshire to Iran that was redirected through 
Cape Town and Freetown (Sierra Leone) before eventually returning to the UK.
Active Service Mail: Examples of airmail, such as a 1940 Christmas letter from a Warrant 
Officer at R.A.F. Habbaniya, Iraq, illustrating how mail was handled before and after the 
formal formation of PAIFORCE.
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STOCKPORT PS

Jamie Smith – The presentation documents the philatelic history of Sierra Leone during 
its transition to independence in the early 1960s. It highlights how the postal 
administration saved money by applying overprints and surcharges to obsolete 1956 
stamps for use as new commemorative issues. Specific  items featured include those 
marking the second year of independence, the Royal Visit of Queen Elizabeth II, and the 
celebration of the region's oldest postal service. The text details various printing varieties, 
such as differences in punctuation and colour, while illustrating official air mail covers 
sent to the United States. Technical specifications like watermarks and perforation types 
are also provided to help identify distinct stamp types. Such records offer a detailed look at 
how a developing nation managed its postal stocks during a period of significant political 
change.
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DAWLISH PS

Bill Lusty - This presentation focused on the "extraordinary journeys" of mail-carrying 
balloons used to bypass the Prussian siege of Paris. The speaker described the physical 
dangers, such as anti-aircraft fire and the risk of landing in German-occupied territory. 
For example, the Ville de Paris flew all the way to Germany, resulting in lost mail, while 
the Ville D’Orleans  travelled an incredible 1200km to Norway in 15 hours.
Technological Innovations: To manage flight, pilots used wicker propellers, anchors, 
sand ballast, and paper streamers to determine wind direction. Because weight was a 
critical factor (mail had to be under 4 grams), the "Par Ballon Monté" stationery and tiny 
mini-newspapers, like the Gazette des absents, were printed on extremely thin "onion 
skin" paper. Legacy: The talk concluded with a look at philatelic commemorations of 
these flights, including the 75th and 150th anniversaries of the balloon mail.
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DAWLISH PS

Ernest Lusty - This presentation explored naval history through the lens of postage 
stamps from the Falkland Islands. The Battle of the Falkland Islands (1914): Lusty 
detailed the British victory over Admiral Spee’s German squadron, noting that the 
victory is still celebrated as a national holiday in the Falklands. He showcased stamps 
released for the 50th anniversary of the 1914 battle, featuring ships like the HMS 
Glasgow, HMS Kent, and HMS Invincible. He specifically noted a famous stamp error on 
the 6d HMS Glasgow stamp that sold for £30,000 in 2006. He then discussed this WWII 
naval engagement involving the Graf Spee and British ships like the Exeter, Ajax, and 
Achilles. The battle ended with the scuttling of the Graf Spee in Montevideo and the 
suicide of its captain. The presentation featured the stamps commemorating the 35th 
anniversary of the Battle of the River Plate, which depict the four primary ships involved 
in the engagement.
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My latest Acquisitions

Anglo Boer War Postcards 1900
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Anglo Boer War Postcards 1900
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ZOOM Happy Hour

Len Stanway - The presentation provides a comprehensive overview of Malaysian 
philately from the nation's formation to the present day. It details how political shifts, 
technical advancements, and occasional errors have shaped the country's postal history. 
This presentation highlights the chaotic political start in 1961-1963 when Britain 
sought to off-load colonial responsibilities; Brunei opted out to preserve oil revenues, 
while Singapore, Sarawak, and North Borneo initially declared UDI before joining the 
federation. Singapore’s only stamp issue as part of Malaysia was the 1963 World Orchid 
Conference. The formation of the Federal Territory (Kuala Lumpur) in 1974 led to 
major changes, including the move of Selangor's capital to Shah Alam and the eventual 
inclusion of Federal Territory themes on state low-value stamps. Significant issues 
included the 1965 Bird and Orchid sets, and the 1970 Butterfly series, which saw 
various changes in printing methods from litho to photogravure.
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Conundrum Corner

This article from SWA was sent in by Des Kent from the UK

He would like to know if the 6d was it a port fee or an import/export tax?

Please respond to me at adelbulpitt@gmail.com

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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WITWATERSRAND PS - Woodmead

The full displays are available upon request – adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

Local Club Meetings

Diederik Viljoen – This presentation documents the postal history of Guernsey during 
the German occupation from 1940 to 1945. Following the British military withdrawal and 
subsequent arrival of German forces, the island was forced to produce its own regional 
stamps due to supply shortages. The sources showcase various philatelic artifacts, 
including envelopes featuring the Guernsey Coat of Arms, wartime cancellations, and Red 
Cross message sheets used for communication between families and prisoners. These 
items illustrate the daily realities of the era, such as postal censorship, the use of French 
banknote paper for printing, and the eventual commemoration of liberation in 1948. 
Through these stamps and letters, the archive provides a detailed look at how civilian and 
military mail functioned under foreign rule.

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com


42

WITWATERSRAND PS - Woodmead

The full displays are available upon request – adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

Ian Matheson – This presentation provides a historical overview of government-issued 
tickets and stamps used primarily to collect entertainment and revenue taxes across 
various regions, including Italy, Malta, Great Britain, and South African provinces like the 
Orange Free State and Transvaal. Initially, venues applied physical revenue stamps to 
admission tickets, but this process was considered a "hassle". This led to the use of official 
"Government Tickets" where the tax was often pre-printed or impressed on the ticket 
itself. A significant focus is placed on the technical variations of British tickets from 1916 
through the mid-20th century. These are classified into specific types (e.g., Type 161a 
through 161d) based on visual cues such as the size and width of the letter "A" in 
"Admission," the style of cyclometer numbers, and the presence of red or pink stripes.

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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1902 Postal Stationery - Wurttemberg

Item of Interest

This is a classic 1902 German philatelic caricature postcard, published by L. Beyerbach in 
Stuttgart (Kingdom of Württemberg). It belongs to a popular series of humorous stamp 
picture postcards aimed at collectors and the public during the German Empire era. 
The front shows three caricatured male figures, each with an oversized postage stamp 
“affixed” to them (one held proudly, the others stuck to their backs). This is a visual pun 
on mailing and postage. The figures represent Swabian (Württemberg) regional 
stereotypes reacting in different ways to the same situation — the need to use (and “carry”) 
stamps in everyday life or the recent postal changes. The captions, written in a mix of 
Swabian dialect and standard German, read: Left figure (comfortable, portly man on a 
barrel, holding a stamp with a coat-of-arms design): “Mir gangst! ”Swabian dialect for 
“Mir geht’s!” → “We’re doing fine!” or “How’s it going with us?” (content/satisfied 
attitude).Middle figure (man with a large “10” stamp on his back, standing upright): “Es 
ist erreicht!  ”Standard German → “It has been achieved!” or “We’ve made it!” 
(triumphant or official tone).Right figure (man in traditional hat and coat, walking with 
umbrella, “10” stamp on his back): “Mues i denn, mues i denn” Swabian dialect from the 
famous folk song Muss i denn zum Städtele hinaus → “Must I then, must I then [go/ do 
this]?” (reluctant or resigned tone).
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