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By Rail to the Victoria Falls

From the early days the journey to the Falls could be made from various Ports in the South by rail

A Posteard depicting a map indicating the Steamer

and Rail roultes into Southern Rhodesia and
onward to the Victoria Falls
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Below a H&G 11a 1d Stationery card

From MWOMBOSHI 25 JUL 06 to Germany

With a SOODEN 20.8.06 arrival

No 11 in a series of 12 cards depicting
RHODESIA RAILWAYS TRAIN DE-LUXE
ON THE WAY TO THE VICTORIA FALLS
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A Map of the Victoria Falls

Printed by Waterlow and a copy of it is included in both Editions of

Guide to Rhodesia by B. & M. & R. Railways, 1914 & 1924
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The Map includes details of the bridge,
its weight is 1664 tons

Victoria Falls Hotel Trolley line to ferry
Note the trolley line from Livingstone to the ferry



To The Victoria Falls on the ZAMBESI EXPRESS TRAIN

The Mail and Tourists arriving in Cape Town went North via Bulawayo and onto the Victoria Falls
The Rail journcy from the Cape to Bulawayo is 1362 miles and 1642 to the Victoria Falls

The original route North from Bulawayo was intended to cross the Zambesi in the Mafungabusi District
(about Longitude 29° East) but after the discovery of extensive coal deposits in the
Wankie area the route North was to be via Wankie 10 the Victoria Falls
The Railway reached Wankie in September 1903 and was completed to the Victoria Falls on 25 April 1904

The Rail Journey (circa 1914) Cape Town to Bulawayo 58 hours and to the Victoria Falls another 16 hours
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THE RHODESIA RAIL COS. ZAMSES! EXPRESS SALOON TRAIN.

THE ZAMBES| EXPRESS , RICOESIA




Bulawayo to the Victoria Falls on the Zambezi Express
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A scene depicting the arrival of the Zambesi Express at Bulawayo enroute to the Victoria Falls falls

Victoria Falls Railway Station

The Railway passes behind the Victoria I'alls Hotel before crossing the bridge into Norther Rhodesia
On the right of the Station and within a hundred vards is the rear of the Hotel

The post office is on the platform. On the left of the station there is the Police and
Native Commissioner’s camps - Also Percy Clark’s photographic studio




The Victoria Falls Bridge 1904 - 1905 Construction

The 650 foot bridge was constructed in England by the Cleveland Bridge & Engineering Company in Darlington
Shipped to Beira and transported by rail to its location
Construction began in April 1904 and took 14 months to complete

The main arch spans 514 feet at a height of 420 feet above the lower watermark of the river
In Northern Rhodesia the line of rail from Livingstone to Kalomo was laid prior to the completion of the bridge
A 19 ton locomotive named the “Jack tar’ was conveyed in pieces across the gorge and re-assembled

The above photograph shows an early stage of preparation with a series of cables stretched across the Gorge
with a Bosun’s chair attached to convey personnel across
Thicker Cables were added as the construction took place from both sides, a system used for a cantilever bridge




The Vietoria Falls Bridge 1904 - 1905 Construction

Materials and support services came by rail from Bulawayo
A Construction vard with a large *A” frame was established *On-site’

Tower’s camp was erected for the work force and may have been specifically for senior personnel




The Victoria Falls Bridge 1904 - 1905 Construction

Georges Imbault, a French engineer working with The Cleveland Bridge Conpany, was appointed Chief Construction
Engineer. Along with Stephen Townsend, the Resident Engineer for Rhodesia Railways and Charles Beresford Fox,
representing the bridge designers, they visited the site to survey the proposed location for the bridge

On 2 September 1903 the final location of the bridge was chosen over the second gorge close to the boiling pot

The choice of the site was governed by the natural formation of the rock walls of the gorge, advantage being
taken of the minimum distance to be spanned. combined with the soundest foundations obtainable

The cable system allowed the transportation of girders and rail to be transported across the gorge
The cableway across the gorge was nicknamed ‘Blondin® after the famous French tightrope walker
Born Jean-Francois Gravelet (1824 - 1897) and known as ‘The Great Blondin®




0 J a ¢ k- AT@tondocomotive taken to pieces and
transported across the go
Used during the construction of the
Livingstone to Kalomo line of rall

The Engine was also the first locomotive to cross the
Bridge




The Victoria Falls Bridge 1904 - 1905 Construction

Work on the concrete foundations for the bridge was started in May and complete in October 1904
At the same time the anchorages for the main span during its cantilever stage were prepared and
The assembly of the main bridge structure started on 21 October
The two side spans of the bridge, supported on the abutments and anchored to the rock behind by steel cables
was completed in late December 1904

Below *Blondin® crossing the river at the start of the project

rossing the Zambeni

o T
-~ 93 X ¥
Rt
e 2 o
= - _
e - -~ -t
WAL e - 4 ks Gt

Cantilevered sides of the bridge progressing from both sides of the gorge - Note the safety net




The Victoria Falls Bridge 1904 - 1905 Construction

The building of the bridge progressed smoothly and on Saturday | April 1905 the main arch was linked
The closing was a triumphant cvent and took place without a hitch and Sir Douglas Fox and Partners announced
to the world that the great bridge over the gorge at the Victoria Falls was linked up at 6AM on Saturday

Victoria Falls, Reilway Fridge across Fambesi River. PLoto &% T, D. tavetsrell, Xobebesch,




1905 - The Victoria Falls Bridge

Final stages of construction with the engine *Jack Tar” on the bridge

VICTORIA FALLS
ZAMBES] RIVER
BELOW THE FALLS

The Railway bridge spans the gorge below the falls




The First Zambezi Regatta - 12 June 1905

The British South Africa Company arranged a
Regatta to celebrate the completion of the

Bridge and also the fifticth anniversary of the / / i

discovery of the Falls.

The course was below the Falls between Long
Island and the North Bank. Teams from South
Africa came from Cape Town, Port Elizabeth
and Last London.

——

The one day event attracted some one thousand
people that completely overwhelmed the
available facilities at the location and at the
hotel. East London won their race - Other races
were contested by the local people. Food. beer
and whisky ran out much to the disgust of the
locals who frequented the hotel’s ‘outside bar
known as the ‘Jron & Timber”.
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The Natives staged their own race in traditional
dugout canoes and the Paramount Chief

Lewanika told his crew ...should they fail to (
win...he would leave them on an island for the ,
benefit of the crocodiles!
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The First Zambezi Regatta - 12 June 1905

Celebrating the completion of the Bridge and also the fiftieth anniversary of the discovery of the Falls
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Banft of Zambesl, showing grand siand (15! Zembes! Regatta)
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September 1905 - The Official Opening of the Victoria Falls Bridge

This event took place on |2 September 1905 and coincided with the British Association Visit of 1905
Overseas members arrived between 8 - 15 August at Cape Town and their itinerary took them to the Victoria Falls
Special trains arrived at Bulawayo on Saturday morning 9 September and 330 members proceeded to the falls on
Monday 11 September, they arrived the following morning and attended the formal opening of the Bridge by
Professor Frances Darwin and Sir Charles Metcalfe represented the British South Africa Company

B e

Pusiishet by Hallie & O, Pesl Kisrabal,

UPENING CEREMONY, VICTORIA FALLS BRIDGE

The visitors left the Victoria Falls on Wednesday afternoon 13 September for Bulawayo




September 1905 - Opening of the Victoria Falls Bridge
A Postcard to Mr & Mrs Lawley

At the opening ceremony at the bridge on 12 September 1905, amongst the dignitaries, a Mr Lawley was present
He was the Director and Chief Engineer of Pauling & Company who built most of the Rhodesian Railways

Arthur Lawley was resident director during the extension of the railway from the Victoria Falls to Broken Hill
The Falls - Kalomo section was completed in July 1904, due to financial constraint,
the line of rail finally reached Broken Hill on 11 January 1906

POSTKARTE.
WELTROSTVEREIN
CARTE-POSTALE.

CUNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

Na. 103

Posicard from Germany cancelled BAD NAUHEIM 17.8.05, transit BULAWAYO STATION 9 SEP 1903 and
VICTORIA FALLS 14 SEP 1905 arrival.

The card was probably meant to reach Arthur Lawley when the Bridge was opened,
but narrowly missed that date by two days

The Bulawayo Station cancel is the earliest recorded date (Type Hoyte & Lashbrook 13Ex)




Victoria Falls Bridge
Initially in 1905 the Bridge was intended only for rail transport
A flat surface was constructed to allow horses and wheeled traffic to cross

A *Real photo® postcard to England, cancelled VICTORIA FALLS 22 AUG 1908 with a shorthand message
I am sorry I cannot give you particulars of this bridge but is a pretty big one anyway
The chap who is standing on the bridge is a chauffeur in the employ of the Ceniral South African Railways and whe travels on
the dining cars between Johannesburg and Durban. Just the kind of fellow to keep in with when one is travelling on a journey!

B.5. A PAMaxim Squad crossing Vietor

B.S.A.P. (British South Africa Police) Maxim Squad crossing Victoria Falls Bridge




19035 - 1908 Victoria Falls 1d Pictorial Stationery Cards H&G 11a

A set of twelve Posteards with views on the reverse, eleven of the Falls plus one with the
interior of a passenger compartment were sold in packs at a premium over face value
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Photo By Comment
F.W, Sykes The earliest recorded
. W. Sykes date is 11 MAY 1905
[.W. Sykes and only for sale in
F.W, Sykes Bulawayo, the Victoria
RSk Falls and Livingstone
F.W. Sykes o
F.W. Sykes A second delivery of
R.T. Coryndon®  cards, in two stages -
F.W. S"L“‘ each of 250 packs of 12,
C.B. Fox

was made in August and

Not known X
X s September 1908

Not known

Observations on H&G 11a

In general terms, mint postal stationery
is far more common than used,
however with H&G 11a it is the other
way around and to assemble a complete
mint set is a formidable task.

No__ Title of view Notes
1 Profile Point from South Bank
2 Gorge below Falls, showing Spray at Exit
3 In Flood Showing Spray mist, North bank
4 View from North Bank
5  The Zambesi above the Falls
6 Main Fall from Cataract Island 7 8i7¢ view
7 Low water from bottom of Gully on N. Bank 4 size view
8  Western or Devil’s Cataract 2 812¢ view
9 One Mile Wide 400 feet deep
10 Eastern End /A size view
11 Rhodesian Raitways Train-de-luxe On the Way to the Victoria Falls
12 The Highest Bridee in the World
* Robert Coryndon Administrator of North-West Rhodesia from September 1900 to March 1907. During the
official opening of the Bridge he met dignitaries when they alighted from the train afier it had stopped on the bridge
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Henk de Lange owned a complete mint
set and is the only person [ know who
is able to divulge such information.

Cards used further North were bought
by individuals travelling in that
direction and gives a false impression
that they were for sale in the likes of
Broken Hill.

View No 3 - The Zambesi above the Falls - A rare mint example




1905 - 1908 Victoria Falls 1d Pictorial Stationery Cards H&G 11a

A set of twelve Postcards with views on the reverse, eleven of the Falls plus one with the
interior of a passenger compartment were sold in packs at a premium over face value
Only for sale in Bulawayo, the Victoria Falls and Livingstone from May 19035

View No 2 Gorge below Falls, showing Spray at Exit
Posted from BROKEN HILL 2 MAY 1911 1o France

View No 3 /n Flood. Showing Spray mist, North bank
Posted from LIVINGSTONE 9 DEC 1910 to London




1905 - 1908 Victoria Falls 1d Pictorial Stationery Cards H&G 11a

A set of twelve Postcards with views on the reverse, eleven of the Falls plus one with the
interior of a passenger compartment were sold in packs at a premium over face value
Only for sale in Bulawayo, the Victoria Falls and Livingstone from May 1903

View No 12
The Highest Bridge in the World

Posted From
INSIZA STATION
31 OCT 1908
The view on this card looks more like painting or a
drawing rather than a photo and confirms that the cards
were prepared prior to the completion of the Bridge

Given that they were issued around four months prior to
the official opening on 12 September 1903,
it suggests that it was the intention to show
a completed bridge with a train on it
In my opinion the falls and the spray above the bridge
also appear to have been extensively retouched

View No 4
View from North Bank

Posted from
VICTORIA FALLS
15 0OCT 1909
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1905 Victoria Falls Publicity Poster from Waterlow & Sons

The British South Africa Company.
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VICTORIA FALLS ISSUE.

POSTAGE STAMPS
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A unique surviving Publicity leaflet was in the late Ron Benton Victoria Falls collection and
enjoyed pride of place in the Chris Cordes Victoria Falls exhibit

There can be no finer item in existence to serve as a frontispiece for a Victoria Falls Collection




1905 Victoria Falls Waterlow Proofs

Proofs prepared for The Victoria Falls Power Company Limited (VFP) was formed at the end of 1906
Their initial intention was to supply electricity to South Africa but the scheme was cancelled fearing that
the coal industry in the Transvaal might suffer by using hydro-electric power
I'he VFP did eventually build a small power station on the south bank of the Victoria Falls
[t was commissioned in March 1938 and provided power for local supplies such as the
Wankie Colliery, the Victoria Falls Hotel and the Railway Station




Waterlow Die Proof - Ex Cordes
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lllustration courtesy Deverell & MacGregor
Ditto next two pages



2Yd Die Proof Ex Cordes

5D SR CHOTTE oy




Master Die Proof Ex Cordes
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1905 Victoria Falls Die Proofs and Issued Stamps

Master Die Proof
With blank value tablets

The Waterlow Archives had two
sets of Die Proofs
A 'Clean’ set and a ‘Dirty’ set
These proofs are the ‘Dirty’ set




1905 Victoria Falls Specimens
Normal and Occasional Types of Specimens

The set of six values is best known overprinted by Samuel type R6. catalogued as SG 94s to 99s
Seven hundred and fifty sets of Specimens were sent to the U.P.U.
The 3d value also exist perforated SPECIMEN being Samuel type RS

There is nothing straight forward about the perforated SPECIMEN type as there are four permutations, being normal,
inverted & reversed, inverted & normal and reversed. The foregoing intimates that the stamps were folded into a
concertina pattern before being perforated. In terms of philately we would normally assume that the inverted version
ought to be the most elusive. but this is not the case.

Normal (1) Inverted & Reversed (2) Inverted (3) Reversed (4)

The 5d value perforated Specimen is exceptionally rare in its normal state (1)
Inverted and reversed (2) only two copies recorded
Inverted the most common (3) and reversed (4) a bit more difficult than (3)
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Another major rarity is a complete set of six values all perforated Specimen - T'wo sets known
The above set includes the following versions: 2%4d value - Inverted & Reversed (2) 1/- and 2/6 values Inverted (3)
Id, 5d and 5/- Reversed (4) An interesting observation, no normal (1) and only one type (2)




‘ 1905 Victoria Falls Waterlow Sample Stamps
Rhodesia 1905 Falls Composite sheetlet of nine

This issue has six values thus the sheetlet includes two strips of the 1d, 2'2d and 5d values
Plus a 1/-, 2/6 and 5/-, all in olive green

The intact sheetlet of nine ex Birkhead (1986) - ex Cordes (2013) one of two known

Singles are thin on the ground, either without or with different types of overprint
Its 8.T. number has not been established - May lie between S.T. 684 and S.T. 692

Composite Sheetlet overprinted Samuel WS1

5d No Overprint 5/- No Overprint

Each 5/- Value has a diagonal flaw from the
Left bank into the Waterfall

5/- Samuel WS 2




1/- Totally Imperforate SG 97a
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1/- Imperforate between SG 97b Horizontal Pair
Ex Remainder Stock

Top Pair ex Thornton
Harmers 15.12.1993
Ex County - Argyll Etkin

Row 2- Ex Morley
Harmers 6.10.1926
Mosely collection
Variety Dot above
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Robson Lowe
16 June 1971




Imperforate between SG 97c Vertical Pair
Five Pairs Possible
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1/ - Imperforate vertical SG 97d Horizontal Pair or strip

}“’"‘““"mp;; j,gigy;\gg #7020, 6| Pair Spink 14.10.1997

SOMPANY ™

Argyll Etkin 4.11.2003
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Strips of Three
(1) Moseley collection

(2) Harmers 1945,
Sot hebyos S e
(3) Ex John Michael

Pair ExHowie - ex Cordes Pair in Royal collection



1/- Perforation Variety
Imperforate to top margin




British Bouth Africa Conpary

One Penny Plating Study

(a) Spur on left af upper
right ball ornaments

(b) Dash in border round
right 1d., at bottom
right.

{a) Dash in diagonal of
lI{!

(b) Shading line in lower
part of the 'R' 1is
unusually strong

(a) Lines in bottom margin
below left value tablet

{b) Line in bottom margin
below right scroll

{(a) Dol between '0' and 'R’
of '"VICTORIA'
(b) Dash in diagonal of 'R'

{a) Dot in margin below
'A' of '"FALLS'

{b) Dash immediately below
firgt 'L of tEALLS®
at top af bottom
margLn

{a} Line in left margin
Just above top of ld.

(b} Line in bottom left
marqin

(c} Dash in diagonal of 'R’

(d) Line in bottom margin
below 'CT' of
"VICTORIA!

{a) Re-entry in left value
tablet

(b) Dash in diagonal of 'R’

(c) Dash below left of the
right value Lablel

(d) Dash below left of left

value tablet

(a) Small spur above left
'1905' tablet

(b) Slight doubling of the
ornament ak Lop righl

(a) Small dot in falls
above 'F' of 'FALLS'

(b) Faint dot near right
inner frame below 'A'
of 'AFRICA'

(Al Perf14)




Brifish South Africa Company

Twopenny -Balfpenny Plating Study

G (4. =
SVICTOMIA PALLS,

{a) Blue dot above top right ({a} Faint scralch on top of (a} RVT - doL between second

corner orpamental dot second '[' of 'VICTORIA' and third line of
{b) Dot in perforation (b} Iwo dashes in right hand shading below dot of
gutter below 'I' of upright of 'M' of value.
'FALLS! 'COMPANY! (b} Short tail on left side
{c) Two dots at bottam left {e) Line af shading in right of '0' of 'VICTORIA®
in perfaoration gutter upright of 'A' of (c) Dash in "P' of 'COMPANY'

'COMPANY'

(a) Dot in gutter below and (a) Faint dot in fool of
lefl of LVT 'Y' of 'COMPANY'

(b} Re-entry on line under
'"WICTORIA!

(a) Small line in right (a) Double dash in right {a) RVT - Dot between lines
hand border adjacent to hand gutter half way of shading below bobble
the right hand '1205' down breaking the frame in top of large '2’
Lablel line {b) Faint dash in 'R' of
(b) Large dol in right (b) Dash in 'e' shaped 'AFRICA?’
gutter just above RVT ornament belween the (c) Dot. in 'C' of 'AFRICA'
(c) RVl - left side white 'VICTORIA FALLS' Lablet
margin has two dots and and the RVI

a dash

(All Perf 14)




British South Africa Company

FFive Penny Plating Study

(a) Re entry in LVT {a) Tree flaw - first state (a) Tree Flaw - second state
(b) Faint scratches in right two joined curved lines one line joined to tree
margin (b) Three dots in top {(b) Dne dot in top margin
margin above 'H' of above 'H' of 'SOUTH'
'SOUTH' {c) Dol in bottom margin

below LVT

{a) Tree flaw - second (a) Iree flaw - second state (a) Tree flaw - second state
state (b) Re entry in LVI {b) Re entry on LVT

(b) Horizontal guide line {¢) Duts below Vie Falls {c) Scratches in top right
at bottom left corner plate maraqin

{e)} Fainl dols below Vic (d) Dot in bottom margin
MFalls Plale near base of LVT

{d} Dol abave '"H' of
'SOUTH!

(a) Tree flaw - third state (a) Two dots in left margin (a) Small dot almost halfway
line slightly detached at mid point up left margin partly
fram the tree (b) PolL in white area round in the perf guller

{(b) Signs of re entry to RVT at 6 o'clock
LVT

{Mixed Parig)




Bird in the Tree Variety - SG 96a- Stamp 10 ex R2/5

State 1
Stamp 10

State 2
Stamp 11

State 2
Stamp 12

State 2
Stamp 13

State 2
Stamp 14

State 3
Stamp 15




1905 Victoria Falls 1d used on Postcards

A card depicting the Victoria Falls endorsed For INLAND Postage this Space, as well as the Back,
May now be used for Communication. For FOREIGN Postage the Back only. (Post Office Regulation)

The Sender did not observe the above rule and paid the |d Postcard Rate instead of the 2'4d letter rate
Thus the card was deemed 1'd underpaid and taxed ‘double deficiency’ = 32
Cancelled BULAWAYO 16 SEP 03, this Postcard Rule was amended in 1906 at the UPU Convention in Romg

POST CARD

Vor INLA \Il Fostare this Space, a< well The sddress only tv be wrltte
‘ K, way unow be used for

For r(l l IN Posixge the Back only
|4nu Ragebstlany
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A 'Real Photo’ Postcard with 2 man at the edge of the Falls with a note * You will recognise me on top, just about to plunge’
1d Falls card cancelled VICTORIA FALLS 25 AUG 1906 to S.A. with Bloemfontein 29 AUG 06 arrival




BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY

RHODESIA
_LETTER CARD

2o be writeen on this Side

Beira & Mashonaland & Rhodesia Railways Letter Card - 1st Ptg (actual size)
The 2nd printing is the same

RHODESIA LETTER CARD 3

A3
A SN

3rd Printing - Design of Letter Card completely Revamped




BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY
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2nd Printing - The reverse of the above three panels
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Victoria Falls - The First Hotel

The hotel opened on 8 June 1904 and the early occupants were from the Railways and
Personnel associated with the construction of the Bridge - Total capacity 20 guests

The Railways leased the hotel to the Grand Hotel in Bulawayo and the first manager of the
Falls hotel being an Italian Pierre Gavuzzi - The lowest ‘all-inclusive’ rate was 12/6 per day
Circa August 1904 Annexes were added in preparation of the visit of Queen Victoria’s daughter
HRH Princess Helena (Princess Christian of Schleswig-Holstein) on 16 September 1904

Lord Raoberts, a well known General during the Boer War visited the Victoria Falls in 1906
The card depicts Roberts and his party at an Annexe about to leave







