
“Daar kom die Alabama”*

Most COGH collectors will own a cover
or two from Burmester. His was arguably the
best and most important trove of philatelic
treasure left to posterity by a South African
company. The USA and its Navy also has a

reason to be grateful to Burmester. By buying
the photographs of the insolvent photographer

Arthur Green, Burmester  preserved for
posterity the only known images of the CSS
Alabama. These were made by Arthur Green

when the Alabama visited Cape Town in 1863
during the US Civil War.  According to the
U.S. Naval Historical Center, the  photos

above and left are "by an unknown
photographer". We now know that the
photographer was Arthur Green. Had

Burmester not acquired the insolvent Green’s
Alabama images, no photos of this famously
notorious and successful commerce raider, its

captain and officers, would exist.


